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Our California Garden Clubs President, Robin
Pokorski, issued a challenge to dedicate Blue Star Me-
morial markers throughout the state and the response
has been overwhelming. So many dedications are
planned for the next two months, our President and the
Blue Star Chairman, our own Ruth Angevine, can
hardly attend all of them. So many clubs have taken
advantage of the funds provided for the placement or
refurbishment of these markers, that the Principal Fi-
nancial Group has renewed their support of this pro-
gram through CGCI for next year. This program of the
National Garden Clubs to beautify communities and
honor those who serve in our Armed Forces really
touches many hearts right now. The most recent dedi-
cation in our district was by Clayton Valley Garden
Club. That is what our garden clubs are about; making
a difference for good in our communities.

So many people are looking for ways to make their
own home a sanctuary, a place of respite and renewal.
We will have a speaker at the next general meeting on
Oct . 23 at Capébs
member s about iCreating
speaker will be Mr. Aerin Moore, owner of Magic Gar-
dens Nursery in Berkeley. He will have lots of sugges-
tions for plants appropriate to our climate and ways to
use them to energize the personal space we call our
gardens.

Enjoy our glorious
son. Remember those who have struggled with the
natural disasters of wildfires in your Penny Pines contri-
butions. It was announced at the recent CGCI board
meeting that Cleveland National Forest is badly in need
of reforestation.

Welcome to Herb Society of America, Northern
California, which recently joined our district.

Elaine Billeter

Message

Rest aur ant

Clayton Valley Garden Club

Betty Evans, a former member of a Minnesota
garden club, was inspired to form a similar club in her
current hometown of Clayton. In 1997 she and a few
other Claytonites met and formed a club on July 17 with
sixteen members. The club joined Diablo Foothills Dis-
trict that same year. Of the original group, four members
are still active: Dorothy Brandt, Jean Cain, Jan Rubiales
and Mitzi Schenke.

The club met in the homes of members until
July 1998. They moved to various sites during the years
and now meet at Diamond Terrace in Clayton on the
second Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m.

Soon after the club was formed, members be-
gan brainstorming for community service projects. One
of our earliest activities was participation in the 4th of
July parade with a float; passing out seed packets to
delighted bystanders. Another project involved planting
daffodils and iris on a large hill now known as Daffodil
Hill. It is planned to plant drought tolerant plants there in
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the 24 planters on Main and Center Streets. Our most
recent project is a $500 donation to build raised beds for
planting vegetable and flower gardens for the Special
Education class at Diablo View Middle School. We have
won awards, we now have a member of our club, Elaine
Billeter, as district director and the City of Clayton recog-
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Betty Evansdé original
tion and hard work of our many wonderful members has
resulted in years of public service and community en-
hancement. We thank all of those who have been with
us thus far, and invite anyone who is interested to join
our club of 48 members to turn our vision into reality.

By JoAnn Caspar
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National Garden Club News

NGC is the largest volunteer organization of its
type in the world. It has many projects to benefit
local clubs, such as grants, scholarships, Smokey
Bear program to teach children conservation and
a recent partnership with USDA Forest Service to
sustain national and urban forests. Scholarships
were awarded for $3,500 each to students during
the 2007-08 year in many types of fields related to
horticulture. Information is on the website at
www.gardenclub.org. One of the newest projects
is searching the country for gardens especially
designed to develop skills for the visually and
hearing-impaired to be used for a brochure and
information on the Internet. Clubs in our area par-
tially support many gardens. If you would like
Ayour o garden to be i
download the application from the website listed
above under the heading of Garden Therapy.

National Garden Clubs Member Services has in-
troduced a new collection of sparkling Austrian
Crystal Snowflake jewelry in time for the holidays.
There are snowflake pins and earrings available.
The pin measures 2 1/ 20
ing snowflake earrings, (pierced only), measure
3/ 40 and cost $20.00 a
day sparkle to any outfit and make great gifts for
friends and family. Jane Berger will be selling
them at the October meeting on Oct. 16. Profit will
benefit the district.

Pacific Region News

In the last issue of the Waconiah, the award-
winning newsletter for the Pacific Region, there
were articles about the winning National Garden
Week clubs at the regional level. Victoria Lucido of
our district is the CGCI chairman and she encour-
ages member clubs to begin thinking now of en-
tering a book of evidence for activities during the
National Garden Week, June 1-7. For a subscrip-
tion to Waconiah, contact Dave West, jdavid-
west@aol.com. Cost $10 for 2 years. A bargain!

Make plans to attend the Fall District board luncheon
DW &DS-V 5HVWDXUDQW ODLQ
ber 23. Meeting begins at 9:30 a.m.. The speaker at 11
a.m. will be Aerin Moore, whose nursery specializes inj
perennials and flowering shrubs. Cost for lunch is $22.
Write meal choice of grilled salmon, chicken parmesan,
tri tip or pasta primavera. Mail checks to Rebecca Ferf
guson, 3924 Lighthouse PI., Discovery Bay 94505 by
Oct. 15.
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The Gardens at Heather Farm

The newly established All American Seed Select
garden is a bright spot filled with annual flowers
and vegetables in the Gardens. It is being main-
tained by students at the Springstone School in
Lafayette. Participation by these children with
Aspergers syndrome (a mild form of autism) who
attend a private high school, use this as a part of
their curriculum and community outreach. It
brings back Horticulture Therapy to the Gardens.

California Garden Club News
It was spectacular to see many club and district

banners lined up in the hallway leading to meeting
rooms at the convention. Any club can order one

of these banners (2ft.x6ft)to use at your monthly s t i r

meetings, plant sales or flower shows. The cost is
$75 and the available stand is an additional $25.
Order from George Speer, 3001 Saddleback Rd.,
Valley Center, CA 92082-3848. A carrying bag is
available for $25 also. Enclose a check payable to
CGCI with a note telling the name you want on the
banner and shipping address.

Members of the district and Concord Garden Club
were honored at the Fall Board meeting when
names of CCGI Life Members were announced as
followso raeia Allepg Virginik Gee and Phyllis
Wanamaker. These support the scholarship pro-
gram. Contact Lifemember@Cagardenclubs.org
if you wish to honor a member of your club. Jane
Berger was the third from our district to receive
the Pr esi dent Gnedalldi to foarLynne
Hansen and Ruth Angevine for their CGCI work.
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