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Following CGCI's Winter Board Meeting in Auburn,

February was busy with visits to Costa Verde, Palomar
and Sequoia Foothills Districts. As with every district visit,
in addition to the generous hospitality experienced, one
of the many rewards serving as President is the opportunity to meet local members and witness the amazing
things accomplished within your clubs and districts. Your
dedication pursuing the goals and objectives of CGCI are
evident by the benefits received within your community.
Thank you for all you do for your club, district and CGCI!
A meeting with key personnel at the Crowne Plaza Hotel
in San Diego was held with CGCI 2013 Convention Chairman, Jane McKee; Convention
Registrar/Treasurer, Joan Patten; and CGCI Hotel Contracts Chairman, Dave West. For
lunch, we tasted several potential delicious banquet items as well as previewed the
convention facility meeting rooms. The ambiance at the Crowne Plaza is perfect as the
site for CGCI's 82nd Annual Convention with waterfalls, lush tropical foliage and more.
The hotel is anxious to welcome CGCI attendees from June 3 to June 7, 2013! Members of Palomar District are busy tending to final convention details including forms
for registration, credentials, the tentative schedule and “For Your Information” that
will be posted on CGCI's website by April 1. Please join us for "Fun in the Sun in San
Diego . . . explore the possibilities."
- Julie
President's Travel Schedule








Mar. 20-24 - San Francisco Flower & Garden Show
Mar. 21 - Bay Ocean District
Mar. 28-29 - Gardening Study School, Encino
Apr. 1 - Orange County District
Apr. 4 - Blue Star Dedication, Lodi
Apr. 8 - Arboretum District
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Apr. 22-24 - Pacific Region Convention, Santa Rosa
May 5-7 - Flower Show Judges Symposium, South San
Francisco
May 11-18 - CGCI Fundraising Cruise, Los Angeles to
Vancouver
May 23-27 - NGC Convention, Seattle, WA
June 3-7 - CGCI 82nd Annual Convention, San Diego
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OF SPECIAL INTEREST
CGCI PACIFIC COAST FUNDRAISING CRUISE - May 11-18, 2013
CGCI has ten cabins booked at this time. Because the ship is filling up quickly and this is a very popular cruise,
only inside and ocean view cabins remain beginning at $859 per person (+ taxes and fees). Cabins are limited as
the ship is almost full and the balcony cabins are sold out.
Inquiries have been received from club presidents as well as individuals. Now is the time to book as soon as possible for best availability. Bookings can still be accepted until the ship is full and available space is going quickly!
Click here to read the updated information about the CGCI cruise aboard the Sapphire Princess, May 11-18, 2013.
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REPORTS FROM 2013 WINTER
BOARD MEETING
Compiled by Robin Pokorski, Chairmen Coordinator
The following recaps highlights of the reports presented at the CGCI Winter
Board Meeting in Auburn in February from CGCI officers, district directors and
chairmen.
President Julie West noted that she was honored to represent Julie noted, “Behind every success is effort . . .
CGCI at the NGC Fall Board Meeting in September in Little Rock, Behind every effort is passion . . . Behind every
Arkansas that included a tour of television gardening personality
passion is someone with the courage to try! I
P. Allen Smith’s garden home retreat. Our President visited three
believe that CGCI's success is due to the efforts
clubs and six districts from October through December and reminded everyone that pursuing CGCI’s objectives remains our and passion of its members and their courage
primary focus and gave example of that focus in the support re- to try! Exploring the possibilities in conservaceived for the two-year President’s Project and CGCI’s long-term tion, gardening, creativity and inspiration toprojects that include Anza -Borrego Desert State Park, Project gether is how CGCI as an organization can
Mission Blue, Reforestation & Restoration and the Sempervirens make the difference! Thank you for the opporFund. CGCI has made a 50% deposit toward manufacturing the tunity and honor to serve as your representafirst sign for Sonoma State University's Native Plant Garden - the tive.”
Riparian Plant Community. Kenneth M. Stocking's daughter,
Lynn Ferguson, recently matched her brother’s (Steve Stocking) donation made last fall. We are less than $500 away
from ordering the second sign for the Wetlands Plant Community.
If you know of someone in your
district or club who could/should
be part of the board of directors,
please advise Rita Desilets of his/
her contact information.

President-Elect Rita Desilets reported that she has been busy securing outstanding candidates for the 2013-2015 Board of Directors and that there are still positions open for willing chairman. The permanent files have been reorganized and
inventoried and contain historical books and records of CGCI such as Golden Gardens; Yearbook, Manual and Rosters; address rosters; minutes of board meetings
and conventions, among other items of note.

2nd Vice President Sue Bennett reported that as of January
279 Clubs
17,035 members
31, 279 clubs with 17,035 members; 51 associate plant soci51 Associate Plant Societies
3,572 members
eties with 3,572 members or a total membership of 20,607
Total Membership
20,607
and 16 affiliates have paid their 2012-2013 dues. Since last
Plus 16 Affiliates
year at this time, CGCI has three more clubs and 425 more
members; the number of Associate Plant Societies remained
constant, but they include 11 more members.
Everyone is encouraged to “like” CGCI on Facebook –
valuable information is posted daily – check us out!
And while you’re on the CGCI website home page, subscribe to Golden Gardens eNews (it’s FREE!).

3rd Vice President Pat Clayes encouraged all of us to encourage all of our club and district members to subscribe to Golden
Gardens eNews. Many NGC and Pacific Region award hopefuls
have been forwarded for entry. The new three -page application form was well-received.

Parliamentarian Greg Pokorski explained that when roll call is taken at board meetings, it isn’t done in order to give
out attendance awards. It is done to establish that there is a quorum present so that CGCI’s business can be conducted in compliance with its bylaws.
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Arboretum District Director Shirley Stewart’s goal for this term was a focus on educational programs and sharing of
ideas. The district newsletter is improving as clubs share their programs, tours and ideas. One club is featured in each
newsletter.
Bay Ocean District Director Nancy McDougal has focused on
strengthening communications – both with and between the
clubs. But, as communication takes effort and interest from all the
parties involved, results have been mixed. A few clubs are led by
women who have embraced technology as a way to learn and share
across time and distance. Others are the shrinking remnants of
groups that prefer to do things as they always have---though often
accomplishing a great deal in their communities. One District
meeting has been dropped, scheduling each remaining meeting to
follow a CGCI meeting, plus the introductory “presidents’ coffee” in
August, hoping to draw more participants at each meeting. Club
officers have been encouraged to seek information from the CGCI
and NGC websites and to subscribe to the digital e-News.

The Bay Ocean District newsletter (and meeting
announcements) is distributed electronically to
those clubs with internet connection and by
mail for those who do not have internet connection, thereby reaching everyone in the way they
choose, while saving most mailing costs. The
Director’s report to the clubs after each CGCI
Board meeting is also distributed both
ways. Personal communication with club officers is by email and by phone.

Buttes District Director Krystal Migliore reported that Paradise GC has added approximately 30 new members since
September. This number will continue to increase until the club’s garden tour in June. The club dues are $30 which
includes a ticket to the club’s garden tour. Lake Oroville Area GC had 42 members in September and 19 members have
been added since then. The club’s new Garden Gift Sale held last May showcased the diversity among the talented club
members, and that has attracted new members this year. New members invited their friends to visit as guests; and,
when they wanted to “join in on the fun,” they too became new members. Chico Horticultural Society noticed a number of their new members were also members of Butte Rose Society. This came about by a personal invitation by one
garden club member. Then a friend told a friend, who told a friend, and so on. In addition to gaining new members,
Chico Horticultural Society benefits when the Society’s “Rose Society” members participate with entries in the club’s
Standard Flower Show and likewise, the “garden club” members plan to participate in the Rose Society’s annual event.
Diablo Foothills District Co-Directors Jane Berger and Mona Dunlop reported that focus has been on a concerted effort to bring district clubs, societies
and affiliates into compliance with the IRS. In doing so, it was found that
some groups had unknowingly been filing under incorrect EIN numbers, and
that the job description of treasurer was a little nebulous! To that end, the co
-directors asked CGCI President Julie West and CGCI Financial Advisor George
Perko for a monthly checklist for Treasurers, much like the guidelines for District Directors. They complied with “The Generic Club Treasurer’s Duties,”
which has been invaluable to us, and hopefully to the rest of the Districts. THANK YOU, JULIE and GEORGE! [See
attachment to this newsletter for The Generic Club Treasurer’s Duties.] Optimally, either annual or biannual workshops
to Directors, Presidents and Treasurers would be offered in which the IRS forms would be available to review, understand and complete according to the activities of each club. Another project is to streamline the paying of district dues,
making it less painful for the club treasurers and the district treasurer. Reminder letters have been ignored in some
cases, and the Co-Directors think that they need to bring their members more ‘on board’ as to the reason for the dues
in the first place—‘transparency’ is the key word today. Their focus this past term has been two-fold: to bind the clubs
together for the betterment of all and to further educate members on the symbiotic relationship between clubs, district and state. The District’s award-winning newsletter, Round the Mountain, works for both! The individual address
list grows daily as members wish to know what’s going on around them. Toward the second goal, to those members
who still ask, “What happens at the state level?” -- the Co-Directors say, “Come join us and find out!”
Costa Verde District Director Lorraine
Ornelas reported that several district
clubs present awards for beautiful gardens, and San Pedro GC has presented
residential and commercial community
awards. As a result, some of the recipients have joined the club.

Continue on next page.
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Palms to Pines District Director Dann Dunst reported that the district is sponsoring a Garden
Festival and Flower Show as a social and educational event in March. It was organized to appeal to the public and to increase awareness of garden clubs in the district. The Festival will
include district clubs and outside vendors who will offer orchids, home -grown plants and garden supplies. Home Depot representatives will be there with gardening project for children.
District clubs will be afforded their own table to display information on club’s activities and
membership, along with a table for district, CGCI and NGC information.
San Fernando Valley District Director Pat
Zarnowski noted that change can be a
good thing -- Burbank-Valley GC was forced
out of its meeting place of twenty-plus
years. A local church made the club members an offer they couldn’t refuse: more
space, more than enough tables and chairs,
and a very low rent guaranteed for two
years. The club is happy and growing each
month.

Blue Star Memorial Marker Co-Chairmen
Sandy Rogers and George Unrine reported that
on November 11, 2012 Meadow Vista GC dedicated its Byway Marker in Meadow Vista and
Colfax GC rededicated of its Byway Marker in
downtown Colfax. Three markers have been
ordered for Lodi GC to be dedicated April 4,
2013; Discovery Bay GC to be dedicated on Veterans Day 2013; and Bakersfield (the latter
marker will be dedicated by Oasis Garden Club
of Indian Wells Valley on May 27, 2013).

Luther Burbank District
Director Bev Davies
reported that Petaluma
GC successfully sponsored $1,500 for Mini
School Grants, which
purpose was to fund
small requests from
local schools for horticulture needs in order
to promote nutritional
education. Items requested included a garden arbor; weather
monitor; worm box;
irrigation
supplies;
composting bins; soil;
garden
tools;
and
seeds.

California Native Plants Chairman Margaret Strachan noted that California Native Plant Week is the third week of
April, each year. This event was authorized by the California State Assembly and sponsored by the California Native
Plant Society, and this is the third year since it was introduced. California has nearly 6,000 native plants. Each is
adapted to grow in one or more of the diverse habitats in our Golden State: coastal bluff or oak woodland, mountain
slope or forest floor and many more. For a complete list of local events, activities and more information on California
Native Plants, click here.
Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl
Poster Contest Chairman
Denise Davis noted that 785
children participated in the
poster contest this year in
California, representing sixFlower Show Awards Chairman Susan Coolidge noted seventeen flower shows were teen garden clubs and ten
districts.
registered in 2012, representing nine districts.
Business Commendation Chairman LaVerne Harms suggested that, if there is a nursery or garden center in your community that club members really enjoy or if there is a
local garden-related business that is always ready to donate door prizes and raffle items
or provide a speaker, clubs remember to present these sponsors with a “CGCI Certificate of Commendation” to thank them for their support.

RECENT HONOR BOOK DONATIONS
FROM:
Las Jardineras Garden
Club

IN HONOR OF:
Las Jardineras Garden Club,
a club that joined CGCI in 1950
and is disbanding.

FROM:
Julie & Dave West

IN MEMORY OF:
Shirley Walker

It’s Flower Show
Season!
Have you checked the
CGCI website to see the
Official Calendar which
includes most flower show
dates? If not, click here .

Click here for Honor Book Donation forms.
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HORTICULTURE
Scent in the Garden
By Kathy Bramhall, NGC Master Flower Show Judge, Red Bluff Garden Club
Breeding plants and flowers for fragrance is “in” these days. After decades of
breeding out scent, as unimportant, many hybridizers have turned their focus to
breeding scent back into plants. Plant nurseries are promoting fragrance as a
new attribute of their wares. Gardening writers are addressing scent in catalogue descriptions, magazine articles, and books.
Catalogues use only two or three words to describe scent which leaves one believing identifying scent is very simple when it is actually very complex. We humans have very emotional responses to scents/fragrances based on our experiences.
A few years ago I attended a National Garden Clubs, Inc. Symposium in Montana
where the instructor gave us an exercise in identifying scent. She passed around twelve different candles and asked
us to identify the fragrances. I must admit, that after three or four “flavors” my olfactory nerves went haywire, but I
persevered and took a stab at identifying the remaining eight scents. To my chagrin I got only six out of twelve correct, some participants got only two or three. The instructor explained that getting only two or three correct is common. This test, though not scientific, made us recognize how under-developed our sense of smell is. (Dogs and other
animals must laugh at us.)
My dictionary defines fragrance as a noun, the state or quality of being fragrant or a pleasant scent; sweet odor;
while fragrant is identified as an adjective, as in having as agreeable or sweet smell. The word scent is a noun, defined as a distinctive odor, especially a pleasant one or an extract from flowers or other fragrant substances; perfume.
These definitions again make simple a very complex response.
Scented roses are making a big come-back. I have three in my garden that are recognized for being highly fragrant
i.e., ‘Golden Celebrations’, ‘Sombreuil’, and ‘Zephirine Drouhin’. There are many others. Not all roses have the same
fragrance. I really can’t tell you what fragrance my roses are—only words like wonderful and heavenly come to my
mind. Rose Story Farm in Carpinteria specializes in fragrant roses. Jackson & Perkins have a line of “perfume” roses—
’Honey Perfume’, ‘Radiant Perfume’, ‘Melody Parfumee’.
Many other plants are known for their scent—lavender and many other herbs, carnations, petunias, freesia, lilies.
Think of the scents of ripe vegetables warmed by the summer sun—tomatoes, peppers, beans, cucumbers, and of
course garlic and onions.
Visit a garden center and treat yourself and your nose to a new perfume.

TIP
Ray Tucker’s Homemade Recipe to Prolong the Beauty of Fresh Cut
Flowers: Mix 1 teaspoon sugar, 1 teaspoon plain household bleach, 2 teaspoons lemon
or lime juice into 1 quart lukewarm water. Always use a clean container that has been
washed with hot water, soap, and perhaps a little bleach.
[Ray Tucker is an Instructor at Mt. San Antonia College. He gives tours of the Los Angeles Flower Mart, teaches high
school classes and also creates flower arrangements for special events.]
Vol. 5-3
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INVASIVE PLANTS
PART 10 OF 10
The Terrible 10 Invasive Plants of Southern
California: fountaingrass; castorbean; tree of heaven;
cape-ivy; vinca; ivy; arundo; fennel; iceplant;
and pampasgrass

Terrible Invasive Plant #10 Pampasgrass
Pampasgrass and Jubatagrass are large long-lived perennial
bunch grasses with a clumped, upright growth pattern and tall,
feathery flowers and seed heads. Two of California’s most destructive invasive plants, these grasses create dense monocultures in some of California’s most threatened ecosystems such as coastal dunes and bluffs, meadows, prairies, wetlands and riparian areas (rivers, creeks and streams).
These large grasses also create an extreme fire hazard.
Editor’s Note: Article from Los Angeles & San Gabriel Rivers Watershed Council.

CONSERVATION
Guidelines to Attract More Birds to Your Yard
Jean Crail, member of West Valley Garden Club, recently submitted the following for her club’s March 2013 newsletter, The Garden Gate:
Here are some guidelines from the National Garden Clubs, Inc. to attract
more birds to your yard:










Select a variety of food plants such as berry and seed producing trees
and shrubs along the perimeter of your yard. Choose plants that bloom and
fruit at different times to provide sustenance to birds all year long.
 Concentrate on native plants to offer the most nutritional benefits to
birds. Native trees and shrubs also provide nesting spots and shelter in bad weather as well as protection from
predators.
Replace some lawn with perennials and grasses. Hummingbirds are attracted to brightly colored tubular flowers
such as bee balm and columbines. Seed eaters feast on ornamental grasses, coneflowers and black -eyed Susan
vines when they go to seed.
Provide water year around for birds to bathe in and to drink all seasons of the year. Be sure to keep the birdbath
clean and place it near some dense shrubs to give birds a quick and easy path to safety.
Limit the use of pesticides. Birds consume an amazing amount of insects, especially during the nesting season to
boost their protein intake.
Go a little wild. Pile a few woody trimmings in an inconspicuous corner to create a shelter. Leave some leaves on
the ground under shrubs for the ground feeders such as sparrows and towhees. During the nesting season make a
mud puddle about 2 feet in diameter. Robins and other birds use mud to strengthen their nests.
Put up bird houses – be sure to check the size of the entry hole for the species you want to attract. Owls, woodpeckers and titmice have a hard time finding nesting cavities in an urban landscape.
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REFORESTATION & RESTORATION
By Judy Unrine , Chairman

There is always a need for funds to support the USDA Forest Service that will help the forest recover from the
devastation that results from fire as well as insect and invasive plant infestation. Reforestation & Restoration is a
relatively new chairmanship created to assist National Forests in California. Rather than sending donations directly to the National Forest of your choice, your donation is sent to CGCI, through the Reforestation & Restoration
Chairman. Your donations are collected and saved in a restricted fund for large projects of the CGCI members'
choice. CGCI works hand-in-hand with the National Forest Service to restore habitat, protect wildlife, remove invasive species and beautify our National Forests within California.
A minimum of $5,000 is needed for a large project of this nature. The minimum goal of $5,000 in donations has
been met. Discussion has begun on the possibility of using your generous donations to restore native habitat in
Mendocino National Forest.
The site being considered is the Rattlesnake Canyon Memorial Overlook, established in 1952, to honor fifteen firemen who lost their lives fighting the Rattlesnake Canyon Fire. Over the years, the site has deteriorated to a flat,
weed-infested location. With help from the National Forest Service, this area will be restored to its native landscape and habitat.
Restoring this site to its natural beauty is our goal. By adopting this project, we will also be honoring the firemen
who lost their lives at Rattlesnake Canyon. Through their sacrifice, the National Forest Service learned valuable
information that changed the way forest fires are fought today.
Increments of $100 payable to "CGCI" sent to this chairman at the address below are welcomed and appreciated!
Donations may continue to be sent for this project pending its approval at convention. This chairman will notify
each donor of the specific project their contributions support. Your continued support of Reforestation & Restoration is appreciated.

Make checks payable to CGCI.
Mail to: Judy Unrine, Reforestation & Restoration Chairman
5005 Via el Sereno, Torrance, CA 90505-6247

Rattlesnake Canyon Firefighter’s Memorial Overlook
Vol. 5-3
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FLOWER SHOW SCHOOL, COURSE II
Course II of Flower Show School was held January 7 -9, 2013 at the
South Coast Botanic Gardens in Palos Verdes sponsored by the Judges
Council of Southern California. Chairman Martha Hunt and committee members did an outstanding job coordinating the horticulture specimens and designs needed plus lunch and snacks.

Above: George Harrison and Dottie Howatt
Attendees learned about camellias and ferns from NGC Horticulture instructor Dottie Howatt. Camellia expert
George Harrison from Nuccio's Nurseries, Inc. (growers of rare camellias since 1935), brought over fifty specimens some pictured above right.

Variety of ferns staged for Horticulture instruction.
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In addition to learning Horticulture,
students also learned Flower Show Procedure as well as various NGC design
types. These two sections were taught
by NGC instructor Julia Clevett.
In the Design segment, both the Elements and Principles of Design were
reviewed. American creative design
with minor to moderate abstraction was
featured.
Don't miss Course III of Flower Show
School scheduled for August 12-14,
2013 with NGC instructors Sandra
Joyce and Char Mutschler! It promises
to be both fun and educational. Anyone
interested is welcome to attend.
Designs to be studied: All American
Creative Designs including degrees of
abstraction - moderate to dominate.

Creative mass design
with minor
abstraction of
plant material

Horticulture to be studied: Dahlias and
Saintpaulia (African Violets in combination plantings).
For the flyer/registration form, click
here. Questions, contact Martha Hunt.

Creative design with minor
abstraction of plant
material depicts analogous
color harmony

Flower Show Procedure and Design instruction by Julia Clevett with background display of Julia's
creative designs demonstrating minor to moderate abstraction of plant material.
Vol. 5-3
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GREEN RECIPES
The following recipe was submitted for the HT -3 Green Recipe Award by Teffaney Franklin of Eureka Sequoia Garden
Club:

HEIRLOOM TOMATO & PORTABELLA MUSHROOM SAUCE
Ingredients:
 2 medium Portabella mushrooms, sliced in long strips on the thicker side
 Olive oil
 1 lb. ground chicken or turkey
 1 lg. shallot, chopped
 1/2 red bell pepper (if using a hotter pepper, use less black pepper),
chopped
 1/2 green pepper, chopped
 1/2 cup yellow onion, chopped
 1 lg. sprig of rosemary, left in tacked
 4 cloves of garlic, minced
 5 med. Heirloom tomatoes (any variety or combination), diced
 1/2 cup red wine
 1/2 bunch basil, chopped
 Salt & pepper
 Freshly grated Parmesan cheese
Photo from Henry’s Olives website:
 1/4 cup chopped flat leaf parsley
http://www.henrysolives.com
-- where olive
 Pasta using local wheat or polenta

oil was obtained in Fortuna, CA for the recipe.

Directions:
 Coat medium skillet with olive oil and heat over medium heat.
 Sprinkle mushrooms with salt and sauté until juices are rendered
but mushrooms are still firm, then set aside.
 Coat large skillet with olive oil and heat over medium heat
 Add ground chicken to brown, breaking up large chunks
 When the chicken is cooked half-way through, add shallots, rosemary, garlic, onion, red and green bell pepper, stirring occasionally.
 When the vegetables are softened, add 2 of the diced tomatoes and
the wine.
 Simmer until the tomatoes are cooked down, about 5 minutes, to
make a sauce.
 Add the remaining tomatoes and mushrooms and cook for 2-3
minutes. You want the tomatoes to stay crunchy and the mushrooms meaty.
 Add the basil and salt and pepper to taste.
 Cook for 1 more minute.
 Turn off pan and allow sauce to rest for a few minutes before serving over pasta or polenta.
 Sprinkle with freshly-grated Parmesan cheese and parsley.
Enjoy with a glass of Merlot wine, French bread and a green salad.

Vol. 5-3

Ingredients obtained from:
 Mushrooms, shallots, garlic & yellow
onion: I &I Farm, McKinleyville, CA
 Olive oil: Henry’s Olives, Fortuna, CA
 Ground chicken: Organic Matters
Ranch, Eureka
 Heirloom tomatoes, red and green
bell peppers: The Corn Crib, Pepperwood, CA
 Merlot wine: Dogwood Winery, Willow Creek
 Parmesan cheese: Loleta Cheese
Company, Loleta, CA
 Wheat for pasta: Shrively Dry Farm
Produce, Shively, CA
 Rosemary, parsley and basil: Garden
of Teffaney Franklin
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REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE
by Kathy Bramhall, Chairman
At the 2013 Winter Board Meeting in Auburn, the Nominating Committee presented
the following slate of officers for 2013-2015.
President
First Vice President
Second Vice President
Third Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Communications Chairman
Parliamentarian

Rita Desilets, San Fernando Valley District
Sue Bennett, Golden Foothills District
Krystal Migliore, Buttes District
Josie Goodenow, Golden Foothills District
Gail Vanderhorst, San Fernando Valley District
Rosa Radicchi, Santa Clara Valley District
Shane Looper, Bay Ocean District
Joan Patten, Palomar District
Jane McKee, Palomar District
Greg Pokorski, San Fernando Valley District

CGCI Group Tax Exemption Program Update
By Chairman Mary-Jo Noth & Financial Advisor George Perko
At the CGCI 2013 Winter Board Meeting:
 On February 6, the Board of Directors approved the addition of Buttes District to the CGCI Group Tax
Exemption Program.
 On February 7, the Board of Directors approved that effective immediately, no further clubs or districts can be
added to the CGCI Group Tax Exemption Program for the remainder of this fiscal year (ending June 30, 2013)
so that the list provided to the IRS by March 31, 2013 will be a true list of the current members of the CGCI
Group Tax Exemption Program.
The IRS has continued to revoke the tax exempt status of organizations that fail to file the electronic postcard IRS
Form 990-N for three consecutive years. Twenty-one organizations formerly included in the CGCI Group Tax
Exemption Program have experienced this. Several have regained tax-exempt status by applying directly to the
IRS as required.
The California Franchise Tax Board has indicated that it too will begin to revoke the tax exempt status of organizations that fail to file the CA FTB electronic postcard CA FTB Form 199N for three consecutive years. The CA
FTB reporting requirement started with the tax year beginning in 2010.

Golden Gardens eNews
Only one printed issue of Golden Gardens remains. Please encourage all of your fellow garden club members to subscribe to the Golden Gardens eNews which is FREE! To subscribe, go to the homepage of the CGCI website and see the
link to the eNews page on the upper right side. Click on the link. Once on the page, simply fill out the subscription
form. It’s that easy!
Large subscriber postings can be sent to the Golden Gardens eNews Editor who can do the subscribing for your club or
district. Simple columns with the email addresses, first names and last names are all that is needed (use Word, Excel or
type information into the body of an email message) -- Send list to the Editor at cagardenclubs@aol.com.
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CGCI PERSONNEL NEWS
By President-Elect Rita Desilets
Outstanding candidates for the Board of Directors during the 2013 -15 term of office are needed. Although many positions have been filled, some are still available and await a word from you – the word is “YES!” This pertains mostly to
current district directors who will soon be released from their District obligations. If you said “YES” to continue in your
present chairmanship on the questionnaire, the job is yours. If you wish to hold a chairmanship, please let me know as
soon as possible. A list of unfilled chairmanships is available from this chairman. Letters of confirmation were sent in
mid-March. Please note that feature article editors are needed for the 2013 -2015 term for the following educational
columns in the 2013-2015 Golden Gardens eNews: Conservation / Horticulture / Youth. If interested, please
contact President-Elect Rita Desilets via email at 4rita@roadrunner.com or call 818-781-4537.

S P O T L I G H T
on
THE PALOMAR DISTRICT
Photo (l-r): Laura Crenshaw, Parliamentarian (Crown Garden Club
of Coronado); Adele Kelly, 2nd
Assistant Director (Bernardo
Gardeners); Lynne Batchelor,
Director (Bonita Valley Garden
Club); Barbara Weiler, Recording
Secretary (Vista Garden Club);
Joan Patten, Treasurer (Dos
Valles Garden Club); Pam Jessup,
Corresponding Secretary (Descanso
Garden Club); Starr Rausch, 1st
Assistant Director (Temecula
Valley Garden Club)
Fallbrook Garden Club hosted the Palomar District Winter Meeting at the Grand Tradition, in Fallbrook on
February 18. A highlight of the meeting was the installation of district officers for the 2013-15 term. The special
guests were CGCI President Julie West and CGCI President-Elect Rita Desilets (who was also the installing officer).

Want your club, district or council to be spotlighted in a future issue of
Golden Gardens eNews? If so, send an article with photo(s) to the
Golden Gardens eNews Editor at patclayes@aol.com.
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NATIONAL GARDEN CLUBS, INC. NEWS
From NGC President Shirley Nicolai’s February 2013 Memo to the NGC
Board of Directors
The upcoming issue of flower magazine contains an article on NGC, the content of which came
from a telephone interview. If enough of us subscribe to this magazine, an article will appear on
a regular basis. Go to the home page of the NGC website and scroll down the information on “Partners” to learn
more.
Thank you to all State Presidents who have given their Regional Directors a count of scholarship money given in their
states. This is not a competition but an opportunity to show that across the country we proudly help educate worthy
students through our scholarship programs. By gathering this information, we will have more bragging rights. It’s
sort of like the tally of 21,975 Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl Poster Contest entrants. Only one impressive number will
be released for the whole country.
Please support the Plantings for Public and Special Places initiatives. Deadline is April 1. All entrants will be recognized. Look for “President’s Projects” at the bottom of the NGC website’s home page for information and help.
Long-time NGC supporter and Membership Committee Mentor Eunice Antosik died peacefully on January 23. Condolences may be sent to her husband, Andy Antosik, at 17 Pualoke Place, Apt. 2, Lahaina, HI 96761-1130. [Editor’s
Note: Eunice was an NGC Flower Show Judge Emeriti and a Life Member of California Garden Clubs, Inc.]

“RainShine”
84th Annual Convention

National Garden Clubs, Inc.
May 24-26, 2013
Seattle, Washington
Fabulous tours, workshops and speakers are
scheduled including the opportunity to attend
a Tri-Refresher for Landscape Design, Gardening and Environmental Consultants. Featured speakers include:




From Galloping Gourmet to Galloping Gardener by Graham Kerr at the Life Membership Banquet, May 23
John Gaydos will present Rarely is What We Grow as Simple as it Looks at the Opening Lunch, May 24
European High Style Design & Trends by Rene van Rems as the program at the Design Banquet, May 24
For additional information and registration, go to:
www.gardenclub.org/2013-convention
DEADLINE: April 19, 2013
Sheraton Hotel
1400 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, WA 98101
Reservations: 206-621-9000 or 888-627-7056 / www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/ngc2013
Special NGC Room Rate: $149
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PACIFIC REGION NEWS
Pacific Region
Convention
April 22-24, 2013
“Celebrating Nature's Beauty
& Bounty”
Hotel Reservation Deadline: March 29, 2013
Hilton Sonoma Wine Country, 3555 Round Barn Blvd, Santa Rosa, CA 95403
Telephone: 800-445-8667 or 707-523-7555
Hotel Reservation Deadline: March 29, 2013
Hilton Sonoma Wine Country, 3555 Round Barn Blvd, Santa Rosa, CA 95403
Telephone: 800-445-8667 or 707-523-7555
Mention Group Code PRGC to obtain the special group rate.
$105.00 King, Queen or Double – Double occupancy (call early for handicapped rooms)
Check-In Time: 4:00 p.m. Check-out Time: 11:00 a.m.
Group rate will be available three days before and after the convention.
If assistance is needed, contact Convention Chairman, Dave West, 707-799-0211 or jdavidwest@aol.com
Hotel Parking and Amenities
Complimentary self-parking on-site. Free internet access in each room.
Complimentary Health Club and Business Center. Heated swimming pool and hot tub.
Complimentary shuttle service from Santa Rosa Airport. Request when reserving room.
Travel Information
BY CAR: From Hwy 101 northbound, exit Mendocino Ave., turn right at the stoplight and immediately get into left lane.
Turn left at the stoplight onto Fountain Grove Parkway. Turn left at the round barn on Round Barn Blvd. Hotel is on the
left. From Hwy 101 southbound exit Hopper Ave. #492 toward Mendocino Ave. Turn left onto Cleveland Ave. Take first
left onto Mendocino overcrossing. Turn slight left onto Fountain Grove Parkway. Turn left onto Round Barn Blvd. Hotel is
on the left.
BY AIR: From San Francisco or Oakland Airport, take Sonoma County Airport Express
(1-800-327-2024) to Santa Rosa Airport. Visit its website www.airportexpressinc.com
for schedule and fare. Arrange with hotel for its complimentary shuttle (from Santa
Rosa Airport) when you make your room reservation. Alaska Airlines (through Horizon)
has direct flights into the Charles M. Schulz Santa Rosa Airport (STS) from Seattle,
Portland, LAX and San Diego.
Convention Highlights
Monday, April 22, 2013
Pre-Convention Tour ($60) to three vineyards and wineries featuring garden tours and
wine tasting with a box lunch. Ferrari-Carano’s spectacular Villa Flore with five acres of
gardens offers a self-guided garden tour. At Quivira Vineyards & Winery, you will experience its biodynamic agricultural practices with chickens, raised beds and beehives.
Kendall Jackson Wine Center includes two and a half acres of fruit, vegetables and
herbs used for wine pairings by its culinary team. Please note on your registration form
if you plan to taste wine on this tour for an advance head count required by each winery.
Vol. 5-3
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Enjoy the evening FUN program by talented and entertaining Wil
Gonzalez, AIFD extraordinaire from Ukiah, California.

Tuesday, April 23,
2013
The lunch program
will be presented by
Bill
McNamara,
Executive Director
from Quarryhill Botanical
Gardens.
Founded in 1987,
Quarryhill is one of
Wil Gonzalez, AIFD
the
pre-eminent
Asian botanical gardens globally, featuring one of
the largest collections of documented, wild-collected Asian
plants in the world. Lunch is followed by an optional afternoon
tour of Quarryhill itself ($40), or
stay at the hotel for a garden
design or herb workshop.
The evening's design banquet
features Nancy Colvin, one of
the San Francisco Bay Area's
premier creative floral designers.
You may recognize her name
since her designs have been featured the past ten years in NGC's
Vision of Beauty calendars.

Quarryhill Botanic Gardens

Luther Burbank Home & Garden

Wednesday, April 24, 2013
The lunch program features Luther Burbank Home & Gardens with interesting
history about the famous horticulturist, Luther Burbank. In the afternoon will be a fast-moving motivational and informative leadership seminar by Becky Lunders from TeamWorks. An optional tour ($20) aboard Rosie the Trolley is
available for a docent-led tour of Luther Burbank Home & Gardens.

Nancy Colvin

The evening banquet is the installation of 2013 – 2015 Pacific Region officers with Elaine Gunderson from Arizona
installed as Pacific Region Director.
Thursday, April 25, 2013
2013-15 Organizational meeting with Pacific Region Director Elaine Gunderson (8:30 - 9:30 a.m.).

Registration Form is attached to this newsletter.
Click here for more information.
DONATIONS WELCOME FOR RAFFLE/SILENT AUCTION
Anyone who would like to donate items and/or baskets for the Pacific Region Convention, contact Sue Bennett. Please remember
to include a list attached to the basket showing the contents. NO WINE, please. Each club or district will be acknowledged in the
program book. Any questions, do not hesitate to contact Sue Bennett via email or call (916-791-9459), so she can
arrange to collect your donations.
Vol. 5-3
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BACK TO SCHOOL

CGCI OFFICIAL CALENDAR
(other than schools)
See CGCI Calendar for club, affiliate, associate plant society
and district "special" events which are open to the public.

Upcoming Schools/Refreshers & Flower
Show Judges Symposia in California
Check CGCI Calendar of Events for links to brochures,
flyers, registration forms, etc. For schools in other
states, check the NGC website.

April 22-24, 2013 - Pacific Region Convention.
Host: CGCI. Chairman: David West. Hilton Sonoma
Wine Country Hotel, Santa Rosa. Click here for more
information.
May 11-18, 2013 - CGCI Fundraising Cruise Aboard the
Sapphire Princess. Click here for updated information.
May 21-27, 2013 - NGC Convention, Sheraton Hotel
Seattle, Seattle, Washington. Click here for more information.

March 28-29 - Gardening Study School, Course IV,
Encino. Robin Pokorski, Chairman. Click here for the
brochure. See attached press release.

June 3-7, 2013 - CGCI 83rd Convention, San Diego.
Host: Palomar District. Chairman: Jane McKee

May 5-7, 2013 - Flower Show Judges Symposium, San
Mateo. Shane Looper, Registrar. Click here for the brochure.

September 5-7, 2013 - CGCI Fall Board Meeting,
Ayres Hotel, Costa Mesa. Host: Orange County District. Chairman: Annie Hall Boscheʼ

July 27-28, 2013 - Gardening Study School, Course I,
Nevada City. Sponsor: Colfax Garden Club.
Chairman: Myrtle Findley. Click here for more information (look under date for brochure). Course II: August 24-25, 2013; Course III: September 28-29, 2013;
Course IV: October 26-27, 2013.

September 24-28, 2013 - NGC Fall Board Meeting, St.
Louis, Missouri

September 17-19, 2013 - Flower Show School, Course
I, Diablo Foothills District. Co-Chairmen:
Victoria Lucido and Dolores Moffat. Course II: February 5-7, 2014/Course III: July 9-11, 2014/Course
IV: February 11-13, 2015.

April 30-May 3, 2014 - NGC Convention, Norman,
Oklahoma

October 23-24, 2014 - Landscape Design School, Series 26, Course I. Sponsor: Luther Burbank District.
Chairman: Mary Ann Swanson. Course II: April 23-24,
2015; Course III: October 22-23, 2015; Course IV:
April 28-29, 2015

February 13-16, 2014 - CGCI Winter Board Meeting,
Glendale Hilton. Host: Arboretum District.
Chairman: Shirley Stewart

June 5-9, 2014 - CGCI 84th Convention,
Glendale. Host: San Fernando Valley District.
Chairman: Robin Pokorski
September 3-5, 2014 - CGCI Fall Board Meeting, Holiday Inn, Redding. Host: Cascade District. Chairman:
Anne Capes

ATTENTION: CHAIRMEN & DISTRICT DIRECTORS
Have YOU reserved your exhibit space for the 2013 Convention? ALL CGCI Chairmen and District Directors are invited and encouraged to present an exhibit at convention to promote your special interest or share information about your clubs. For the first
time, the reservation form can be completed and submitted electronically. Click here for the link and follow the instructions at
the top of the form. Or go to the CGCI website and click on "CGCI Convention 2013" in the left menu. This is your opportuni ty to
SHINE! We look forward to filling up the room on June 3. Questions: cgciconvention2013@gmail.com.
Jane McKee, Chairman, CGCI Convention 2013
Vol. 5-3
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Pacific Region of
National Garden Clubs, Inc.
69th Annual Convention - April 22-24,
2013

"Celebrating Nature's Beauty & Bounty"
Hilton Sonoma Wine Country
3555 Round Barn Blvd, Santa Rosa, CA 95403
Telephone: 800-445-8667 or 707-523-7555
Each person attending the convention must fill out a separate form.

Last Name_______________________________________________ First Name__________________________
Address_____________________________________________________________________________________
City_________________________________________________________State__________Zip_______________
Email address:____________________________________________ Telephone _____________ ____________
State Garden Club___________________ Pacific Region Position ______________________________________
Voting Status: _____PR Board of Directors member
_____Delegate
Please check all that apply:
____ Pacific Region Director
___ Pacific Region Chairman
___ Club Member
____ Pacific Region Officer
___ Pacific Region Life Member ___ Alternate Delegate
____ Pacific Region President ___ NGC Chairman
___ First time Attendee
____ Former Pacific Region Director
___ NGC Life Member ___ Spouse/Guest
Full-time package (received by March 29)
$245.00 __________
includes: registration fee, three banquets, two lunches, and all workshops
Late full-time (received after March 29)
$270.00 __________
Part-time (per day) registration (add $5 if received after March 29)
$20.00 __________
Spouse or one meal registration (add $5 if received after March 29)
$5.00 __________
Part-time registration
Monday, April 22
Banquet – Wil Gonzalez
$55.00 __________
Tuesday, April 23
Lunch
$35.00 __________
Design Banquet – Nancy Colvin
$55.00 __________
Wednesday, April 24
Lunch
$35.00 __________
Installation Banquet
$55.00 __________
Workshop attendance: Morning Sun Herb Farm
Jani Weaver Design
Teamworks
Optional tours
Wineries (3) and wine-tasting

tasting wine?

yes

no

$60.00 __________

Quarryhill Botanical Garden

mobility issues? yes

no

$40.00 __________

Luther Burbank Home & Garden
NO REFUNDS AFTER March 29

$20.00 __________
Total

__________

Diet restrictions:____________________________________________________________________
Mail registration and check made payable to “CGCI” to:
Robin Pokorski, 512 Newton St., San Fernando, CA 91340-2421
RobinP@juno.com or 818-361-7873 (home) or 818-425-3247 (cell)
Contact: Dave West, Convention Chairman jdavidwest@aol.com or 707-799-0211 (cell)
Vol. 5-3
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2013-2015 President’s Project Resolution
Habitat for Humanity Landscaping
Whereas, one of California Garden Clubs, Inc.’s (CGCI) objectives is the betterment and beautification of the community; and
Whereas, Habitat for Humanity’s mission is to lift working families out of an endless cycle of poverty
housing so they can build a brighter economic future; and
Whereas, Habitat for Humanity Affiliates are the agencies that provide affordable housing in small
neighborhoods and connect families to social services that provide education and self -sufficiency;
and
Whereas, there are forty-nine Habitat for Humanity Affiliate offices located throughout the state of
California; and
Whereas, in May of 1999, a partnership was formed between National Garden Clubs, Inc. and Habitat for Humanity, emphasizing enhancement of the environment by landscaping Habitat for Humanity homes with hardy native trees, shrubs and plants that also attract butterflies; and
Whereas, the goal of this president’s project is to encourage districts and garden clubs to become
involved in the landscaping of Habitat for Humanity homes; and
Whereas, a Habitat for Humanity Landscaping Grant Program shall be established for the 20132015 term of office to financially aid clubs and districts seeking funding of up to $250 to complete a
landscaping project; and
Resolved, California Garden Clubs, Inc. adopt “Habitat for Humanity Landscaping” as the 2013 -2015
President’s Project; and
Resolved, donations from individuals, clubs, districts and businesses shall be held in a CGCI Restricted Fund – “Habitat for Humanity Landscaping” until such time as grant applications are approved and the monies distributed; and
Resolved, all CGCI clubs and districts submit a description of their Habitat for Humanity Landscaping project so a record can be maintained of the scope of CGCI’s participation; and
Resolved, any funds remaining in the CGCI Restricted Fund – “Habitat for Humanity Landscaping”
as of June 30, 2015 shall be donated to Habitat for Humanity.
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Generic Club Treasurer’s Duties
NOTE: This sample is for fiscal year-ends of June 30. For the June 30 year-end, it is important to note that for
501(c)(3)s, the delinquent date for forms 990-N, 199-N, and RRF-1 is November 15. For clubs with fiscal year-ends of
May 31, it is October 15. Both fiscal year-ends are noted below in some examples.
P.S. Clubs in CGCI's Group Tax Exemption Program must use the same accounting period as CGCI -- July 1 to June 30.

Monthly Checklist
July–Very Important
 File Form 990-N and 199-N for June 30 fiscal year ended. Filing is done electronically and must occur after June 30 as
the system with the IRS and California Franchise Tax Board will reject the report if filed earlier. We are on record
that our club's fiscal year ends June 30. When entering Club's EIN: it must be entered as follows: XX-XXXXXXXXX
 Our club password is: ________________________.
 File Form RRF-1 with the State of California. Form is printed out from computer and signed and mailed.
 Audit may be required to be done by July 15 per club bylaws. NOTE: Each club's bylaws vary so date may vary.
August
 Vision of Beauty Calendars – check with club’s calendar chairman on quantity to order. Order form is in The National
Gardener and through NGC Member Services 1-800-550-6007. See club's Purchase Information File. Have calendars
sent directly to club calendar chairman.
 Pay CGCI state club membership dues - $2.25 per member including life and honorary members
 Pay district dues - $____ per member.
 Base payment on number of members in new yearbook for both CGCI and district dues.
 See CGCI/district folder for form to accompany the payment to CGCI (form is also on CGCI website).
 The same goes for district dues.
 These payments constitute the initial annual dues payments due to CGCI and district.
September
 CGCI membership cards are distributed to district directors for clubs that have paid their annual membership dues
before the CGCI fall board meeting.
October
 CGCI dues are delinquent October 1.
 If club fiscal year end is May 31, for 501(c)(3)s, the delinquent date for forms 990-N, 199-N, and RRF-1 is October 15.
November
 General /public liability insurance bill will arrive from CGCI and must be paid by January 15. If club fiscal year end is
June 30, for 501(c)(3)s, the delinquent date for forms 990-N, 199-N, and RRF-1 is November 15.
December
 General /public liability insurance bill that arrived from CGCI in November must be paid by January 15. Make check
payable to CGCI - Note on Memo line "Insurance Fund." The amount due in 2012/2013 was $.75 per member.

Additional Insured Certificates are $25. each.
 Pay CGCI dues for additional new members July 1 through November 30. Due December 1. See CGCI/district folder
for form to accompany the payment to CGCI (form is also posted on CGCI website).
 Pay district dues for additional new members June through November
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January
 Pay sales tax for calendar year for plant sale, retail book sales, silent auction, etc. Check sales tax folder for instructions regarding filing. We now file electronically, report and payment typically has to be filed and paid by January
31.
 Directors & officers liability insurance renews February 15; premium must be paid by January 15.
 Clubs in CGCI's Group Tax Exemption Program must file renewal application with payment before February 1 of
each year to remain in the program.
February
 February 1 - Deadline for clubs in CGCI's Group Tax Exemption Program renewal application and payment each year
to remain in the program.
March
 Pay CGCI dues for new members December 1 thru February 28. Due March 1. S ee CGCI/district folder for form to
accompany the payment to CGCI (form is also posted on CGCI website).
 Pay district dues for new members December through February.
April
 Mail $20.00 filing fee to Secretary of State for Domestic Non-Profit Corporation upon receipt of bill every other
year, i.e., April 2011 paid, next bill due 2013.
May
 New signatures for change in officers from any branch of ____________ bank along with a copy of April Minutes of
the general meeting acknowledging the election of the new officers. Two signatures are required for every check
written (depending upon club bylaws). President and treasurer co -sign.
 Scholarship money -- after approved by the executive committee/board, pay when requested.
 Hold club dues paid until new fiscal year begins.
June
 Pay CGCI dues for new members March through May 31. Due June 1. See CGCI/district folder for form to accompany the payment to CGCI (form is also posted on CGCI website).
 Prepare year-end report after all bills are paid and June bank statement is received.
 Call people required when ready for audit of books (varies per club bylaws). Audit must be done by date specified
in club bylaws.
June – Very Important
 File Form 990-N and 199-N for May 31 fiscal year ended. Filing is done electronically and must occur after May 31
as the system with the IRS and California Franchise Tax Board will reject the report if filed earlier. We are on record
that our club's fiscal year ends May 31. When entering Club's EIN: it must be entered as follows: XX -XXXXXXXXX
 Our club password is: ___________________________.
 File Form RRF-1 with the State of California. Form is printed from computer and signed and mailed.
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