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 AFRICAN VIOLETS–THE #1 LOVED HOUSEPLANT 

JANUARY 15 MEETING

The Friday January 15 meeting will take place via ZOOM
Video Conferencing and features Sherida Phibbs
UCCE Master Gardener Coordinator for Humboldt and

Del Norte Counties.  She will share her love of African
Violets,  sometimes referred to as picky plants, by providing
tips on how easy these beautiful plants  are to grow, care for

and propagate.
  Following their retirement, Sherida and
her husband relocated from San Joaquin
county to Fortuna.  Having been
exceptionally active in the Master Gardener
program in the Central Valley she
volunteered to become the Master Gardener
Program Coordinator, as unpaid staff,
replacing Deborah Giraud, who retired in
2017.  Sherida and her team are currently

planning a Master Gardener Certification training course to
be offered in 2022.      (Contact:  sjphibbs@ucanr.edu)

Gardening has
a l w a y s  b e e n
e n j o y a b l e  t o
Sherida and she
often refers to
working in her
garden as “playing
with my flowers.”

She does not refer to herself as an authority in horticulture
knowledge, rather as an expert on knowing how to find
information. [Don’t miss this program.  Join us!  Everyone
is welcome.]     Program Linking details and times TBA. 

FROM THE PREZ
  HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!  This is a sincere
wish that 2021 is far healthier, happier and
more prosperous for all of us.  We have
gotten better at getting along with new
rules and challenges.   It will still take some
time to find our new normal.  Working
together this past year we have managed to

continue our basic activities and meetings and continue to
get better at it.  That is the plan now as well.  Take each
month as we can.  Maybe by summer we can have garden
tours again.  Wouldn’t that be grand!

In the meantime, we will continue with ZOOM meetings. 
Our wonderful newsletter, and meetings and updates through
emails, will keep us informed of possible changes, activities

and opportunities to work together towards our current
activities like Sequoia Zoo, Arbor Day, Old Town Flower
Baskets, Peninsula School Garden, Bottles ’N Bloom flower
show and other programs.  We plan to have a plant sale and
“yard sale” in May.  Of course, here is a special reminder to
take care of your Secret Garden Buddy.  In those spare
minutes, a little color in your yearbooks can be added too.

So keep your garden club hat dusted off and be ready for
2021 at Eureka Sequoia Garden Club.  Thanks to all of you,
it is going to get done.  Let’s keep up the good fight and stay
healthy and safe. There will come a day when we will gather
together once again – Wow won’t that be wonderful!  Virtual
Hugs to Everyone!               Maria

(This month’s five minute Hospitality Information Session will
discuss the “Care and Maintenance of Gardening Tools.”)

HORTICULTURE REPORT
Beautiful But Harmful Weeds of Humboldt County

Georgina Pace
Spanish heath (Erica lusitanica), pampas
grass (Cortadera jubata), Scotch broom
(Cytisis scoparius), Himalayan blackberry
(Rubus discolor), cotoneaster (Cotoneaster
franchetii), and yellow bush lupine
(Lupinus arboreus) are among the worst and
most harmful weeds of Humboldt County. 

These eye-catching, mostly beautiful weeds, if ignored, will
take over huge tracts of land and wipe out our less aggressive
native plants.  

The most dramatic and
visible examples of this
are the roadsides, fields,
vacant lots, trails, slopes
and sand dunes of
Humbold t  Coun ty. 
Within a  short  distance 
from your home, you
may catch a glimpse of

dazzling Scotch broom or the dark green canopies of scarlet-
berried cotoneaster or the tall waving plumes of pampas
grass or thickets of Himalayan blackberry.

Scotch broom is exceedingly aggressive and not only
crowds out native plants but is difficult to remove completely
as any remaining roots will re-sprout.  Pampas grass, native
to South America, thrives on coastal dunes and slopes and
fertile sandy roadsides.  It produces millions of viable seeds
annually.  Spanish  heath, in  all its glory, has tall spires of
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It is with sadness that we announce the passing of member
Leon Zlatkoff on Dec. 13.  Leon and Margaret were recognized
for 23 years of service to the ESGC at the Oct. meeting.  Con-
dolences and loving thoughts to Margaret at 668 Tanglewood
Dr., Eureka, CA 95503-9646.  

pink tinged buds that open up into tiny, white bell-shaped
flowers atop stems of fuzzy green leaves - a favorite of
florists.  Himalayan blackberry creates impenetrable
thickets and smothers native growth.  Yellow bush lupine is
partial to the sand dunes and coastal country roads where it
crowds out the native blue lupine (Lupine lettoralis).

All are handsome in themselves, but an overwhelming
threat to our local native plants.
(Source:  Pacific Horticulture, January-March 2002.  Article
"Most Wanted" by Mary Wilbur.)

   w JANUARY  INSPIRATION– Sometimes, the smallest
things take up the most room in your heart. - (Winnie the
Pooh)       GP

HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAY WISHES
Our Birthday Members for January are:
(15)–Chuck Goodwin  and (29)–Shirley
Lipa.  A birth flower for January is the
Snowdrop.  January’s birth flower
symbolizes a personality that is: Loving,
Pure, Kind, Consolidating, Sensitive,
Resistant and Confident.  According to the

zodiac horoscope, the Capricorn and Aquarius are associated
with the month of January.  (Note: Your editor certainly agrees

with the attributes associated to the January flower.)

FUTURE PROGRAMS
Friday Feb. 19–Intertidal Life Along the Trinidad, CA

Coast, with Carol Vander Meer, Exec. Director, Trinidad
Land Trust.

Friday, Mar. 19–Wildflowers of Mount Rainier, WA.
with Donna Wildearth, Owner, Garden Visions Landscape
and a Native Plant Enthusiast.

Friday, Apr. 16–Reviewing Good Body Mechanics for
Gardening, with Pres. Maria Krenek.  ESGC election of
Officers for the 2021-23 term.  Member Celebration.

Friday, May 21–ESGC Annual Bottles and Blooms
Flower Show and Growing African Violets, with members
of the Humboldt African Violet Society.  Installation of
Officers for the 2021-23 term.

w Civic Beautification Chair, Shelly Lusk-Sellers
announces that the Sequoia Park Zoo Weeders are
continuing to meet each Monday afternoon for two hours. 
This weekly activity is having a visible effect on the Zoo’s
effort to convert the landscaping to native plants.

.  

w Make Plans Now for the Spring Yard and Plant
Sale.  Now is the time to start growing those special flowers
and veggies for our Second Annual Yard Sale.  Against all
odds, Shelly Lusk-Sellers, with outstanding member
assistance, and against long odds, conducted a most
successful Sale last year.  
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