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 PACIFIC NORTHWEST WILDFLOWERS 

MARCH 19 MEETING

Th Friday March 19 meeting will take place via ZOOM
Video Conferencing and features  Donna Wildearth, an 
 honorary   ESGC   member,   who   will  discuss   the

 wildflowers of Mt. Rainier, Washington. 
 She will share her photos from a trip she
took in August 2019.  She will also
include pictures of the Portland Chinese
and Japanese gardens and the High
Desert Museum, in Bend, Oregon.
TheLan Su
C h i n e s e
G a r d e n ,

located in  downtown
Portland, just north of the
Burnside Bridge, was opened
in 2000.  All items, except
plant material, were brought
from China by the 65 Chinese
artisans.
 The Portland Japanese Garden, in Washington Park,
opened in 1967, consists of five different garden styles. 
Nearby is the International Rose Test Garden, with over
10,000 plants.
  The High Desert Museum, five minutes south of Bend, on
135 acres, offers close up views of Central Oregon flora and
fauna.  Donna presented ESGC programs in April 2014 and
February 2018.  (Photos courtesy Kathy Dilley.)

Program Linking details and times TBA. 
FROM THE PREZ

  Spring is almost here!  It is already
affecting my daffodils, the new leaves and
blossoms on shrubs and trees, the tentative
breakthroughs at the soil’s surface and the
raindrops with a bit of sun here and there. 
It is the hope that all will be well and life
will be warm and sweet and comfortable
again.  It has gotten us through many

millennia of winters so far.  We can try for a few more.  With
vaccines here and near for us and a new perspective on living
our lives and all that pent up energy ready to explode, spring
could and should bring a greater commitment to appreciating
our gardens, our natural world and ourselves.

Arbor Day is a celebration of exactly that.  Plant a tree
today to be enjoyed by those that follow us.  A little bit of
effort, thought, consideration and care bridges the gap of
now and then.  What better way to invest and contribute than
planting a tree, some seeds, and remembering to honor trees
and seeds already planted?  Some of our garden members
actually did that in February, planting some seeds and taking
some cuttings for our May plant sale.  Our Garden Club
members are planning to honor the traditions of Arbor Day
by planting a tree or two this early March.  We are definitely

seeing that springtime spirit at Eureka Sequoia Garden Club
and share that with all of you.

Let’s embrace our Arbor Day celebrations together this
month as we embrace the coming of spring together.
               Maria
[The March Hospitality Information Session features Georgina Pace. 
She will (1) create a container garden featuring succulents, (2) show an
example of a window sill “window box” and then (3) lead a discussion
with this question: What is Your “go to favorite garden tool?  WHY??]

HORTICULTURE REPORT
History of Spencer Sweet Peas

Georgina Pace
 The graceful beauty of annual sweet peas
with their ruffled blossoms in varied colors
makes them one of the garden’s most
irresistible flowers.
 It is generally believed the first sweet pea
seeds were harvested from the wild by a
monk living on the island of Sicily and sent
to an English schoolmaster in 1699.  These

simple maroon and purple bicolored blossoms had a
captivating fragrance.  In the mid 1800s a Scotsman, Henry
Eckford, began hybridizing and selecting sweet peas,
introducing larger and more beautiful varieties with a wider
range of colors.  These “grandifloras” soon became widely
grown by Victorian women in their gardens and by English
horticulturists for exhibition.
  At the turn of the 20th century (1901), a new form of sweet
pea (a natural mutation) was discovered in the gardens of the
Earl of Spencer. The Spencer type, as they came to be known,
had much larger and showier blossoms. The gardening public
were greatly enamored by them to the point of obsession. 
Flower shows and festivals devoted exclusively to sweet peas
were common place; as were huge and highly competitive
sweet pea societies sponsoring elaborate sweet pea
expositions.
  Spencer sweet peas became unbelievably popular throughout
the first few decades of the 20th century.  New varieties were
introduced with many varied colors.  American seed
companies exporting to the huge English market soon
discovered the cool, mild Pacific coastal area was ideally
suited for sweet pea cultivation and seed production.  Charles
W. Ward’s Eden Nursery, in Eureka, grew acres of Spencer
sweet peas for seed production.  Throughout Eureka, local 

g a r d e n e r s
eagerly grew
and proudly
d i s p l a y e d
colorful vines
of  Spencer
sweet peas.
Cottage Gdns.
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Nursery and the City of Eureka sponsored a Sweet Pea
Festival and Children's Parade in July of 1916, proclaiming
“Eureka, the Sweet Pea Capital of America!”  Today, most
American sweet pea seeds are produced in Lompoc,
California.   Sources: Renee’s Garden website and Humboldt-
Times Standard Newspaper, July 1916.
  w MARCH INSPIRATION–Every gardener knows that
under the cloak of winter lies a miracle ... a seed waiting to
sprout, a bulb opening to the light, a bud straining to unfold;
and that anticipation nurtures our dreams. - Barbara Walker

GP
HAPPY MARCH BIRTHDAY WISHES

  Our Birthday Members for March
are: (07) Chris House and (10) Karen
Isa.  Daffodils, one of the first flowers
of spring, brings us new beginnings
and, as the poet Keats said, daffodils
bring “joy for ever.”  With their bright
yellow petals, daffodils seem the
perfect way to say that the sun is

always shining whenever your loved one is around.

PROPOSED BYLAWS AMENDMENTS
At the February Meeting Pres.

Maria presented the following
proposed Bylaws Amendments, to be
voted on at the March Meeting.  A
two-thirds affirmative vote is
required for adoption.
Eureka Sequoia Garden Club, Proposed Bylaws Revisions

Beginning with Article IV, Section 4 – Replace all
references to Executive Board with Executive Committee. 
Rational: To be consistent with CGCI terminology.

Article V Meetings – Add New Section 4 to read: 
Meetings of the ESGC (including all committees) may be
conducted by electronic communication (provided all
members may simultaneously hear each other and participate
during the meeting).  A report of any action taken by
electronic communication shall be announced and made part
of the minutes.  Rationale: This amendment would cover
meetings, including committees, which are unable to meet
face-to-face. Email is not allowed as it would be considered
a consultative characteristic, not a deliberative assembly (per
Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised). 

Article V Meetings – Sec. 4. to be renumbered to Sec. 5 
Quorum.  Eight (8) members of the Club shall constitute a
quorum.  Rationale:  To make room for the addition of new
Sec. 4, above: electronic communication revision.

FUTURE PROGRAMS
Friday, Apr. 16–Reviewing Good Body Mechanics for

Gardening, with Pres. Maria Krenek.  ESGC election of
Officers for the 2021-23 term.  Member Celebration.

Friday, May 21–ESGC Annual Bottles and Blooms
Flower Show and Growing African Violets, with members
of the Humboldt African Violet Society.  Installation of
ESGC Officers for the 2021-23 term.
w Civic Beautification Chair, Shelly Lusk-Sellers
announces that the Sequoia Park Zoo Weeders are
continuing to meet each Monday afternoon for two hours. 
This weekly activity is having a visible effect on the Zoo’s
effort to convert the landscaping to native plants.  As the
group moves on to other Zoo projects, there are activities
for  all members to help.  Call Shelly (916-444-8113) to let 

her know you’re coming; she needs to arrange for each
person to enter the Zoo area..

THE CALENDAR
Mar. 3, 10, 17,  24 Pac. Region’s Workshop Wednesdays,
9:30 a.m. via ZOOM (PRGCDirector@gmail.com)
Mar. 5–Arbor Day Celebration-Joint Hum. Dist. and CGCI
at HBG.  (ESGC will hold its planting in Mar.)
Mar. 12–ESGC Executive Committee meets via ZOOM
Mar. 14 (Sun.) Daylight Savings Begins, set clock ahead!
May 17-20 NGC Convention, New Jersey CANCELLED
Mar. 21 (Sun.) Spring Equinox (Summer in 3 months!)
May 8–Second Annual ESGC Great Yard Sale.
May 30 CGCI Convention, South San Francisco
Aug. 9-12 PRGC Convention, Oregon Garden, Silverton
OR (12 miles east of Salem)

EUREKA SEQUOIA TIP JAR
                Simone Taylor, Director
 Keep collecting those great garden tips to share. 
Send them to Simone to be used at the Great
ESGC Second Annual Yard Sale. Email
(Ncoaster11@gmail.com) or call (442-1795) to
reach Simone with your ideas.

w Make Plans Now for the Spring Yard and Plant Sale.
  Now is the time to start growing those
special flowers and veggies for our
Second Annual Yard Sale.  Members met
last month at Glenmar Heather Nursery
to have a joint planting project for the
Yard Sale.  The new starts are already
starting to germinate.

w Secret Garden Buddy–Keep in
touch with your Buddy.  The great unmasking will take
place in April!
w Planning is under way for the 2021 edition of the Main
Street Old Town hanging flower baskets.

NATIONAL, REGION, STATE, DISTRICT OFFICERS
National Garden Clubs, Inc. President Gay L. Austin � Pacific
Region Director Robin Pokorski � CGCI President Shane Looper
� Humboldt District Director Jeanne Johnson.

2019-2021 ESGC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President-Maria Krenek              Vice President-Karen Burgesser
Secretary-Shirley Lipa                             Treasurer-Janet Biasca
Director-Janice Beach                             Director-Simone Taylor
Parliamentarian- Chuck Goodwin  Past Pres-Mary Lou Goodwin

EUREKA SEQUOIA GARDEN CLUB, INC.
A CGCI BLUE RIBBON CLUB

Meets 3rd Friday, at the Agricultural Center
5630 South Broadway, Eureka

Organized 1967, Incorporated 1977
Non-Profit EIN available on request

Dues: $25.00 individual; $35.00 family
 Due April 1–Delinquent May 31

For General and Dues Information:
        email: glenmarheather@yahoo.com,

   Phone 707-443-9472
or mail to: PO Box 479, Bayside, CA 95524

A proud member of National Garden Clubs, Inc., Pacific Region
Garden Clubs, Inc., California Garden Clubs, Inc. and
Humboldt District, CGCI.
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