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Dear Palomar District Garden Club Friends, 

As we step into a fresh new year, IÕm filled with gratitude for the 
dedication and creativity each of you brings to our garden clubs. Win-
ter may be a season of rest in the garden, but for us, itÕs the quiet mo-
ment before a wonderfully busy bloom of activity. 

April and May are just around the corner, and our most active months. 
Flower shows, garden tours, and plant sales will be in full swing, and our 
clubs will be showcasing the very best of horticulture, design, and com-
munity spirit.  Whether itÕs clerking, staging, hospitality, horticulture 
entries, or simply offering guidance to newer members, your involve-
ment makes a tremendous difference 

  LookinŶ AheaŪ: CGCI StatŬ Conventioƍ – Maƻ 2026 

Palomar District is  honored that the California Garden Clubs, Inc. 
State Convention will be hosted  here in San Diego this May. This is an 
opportunity to highlight our districtÕs strength, creativity, and team-
work. Many roles will need to be filled—from workshops and registra-
tion to hospitality and décor—and your participation will help make this 
event truly memorable. 

As soon as spring events wind down, preparations begin for the          
San Diego County Fair. June will bring another wave of excitement as 
we support exhibits, judging schedules, and horticulture displays. Your 
experience and enthusiasm are invaluable as we help present gardening 
excellence to the wider community. 

Thank you for your continued commitment to 
excellence and support of our garden clubs.   
Together, we nurture  the next generation 
of gardeners, designers, and leaders.  

Warmest wishes for a joyful New Year and   
a flourishing 2026. 

 
Director, Palomar District 

    “Cultivate Change through Nurturing Nature” 
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GARDEN CLUB EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 

 

 
 

 

 

Paradise Hills NaƟve Garden CommiƩee have 
completed the fencing, paƟo in the center of the garden, new center paths, 

and spreading wildflower seeds this winter.               

 Paradise Hills NaƟve Garden volunteers will be parƟcipaƟng with                                               
Cal-

Palomar District  Winter Meeting 
www.californiagardenclubs.com/palomardistrict 

Monday, February 16, 2026 
 

Hosted by Bernardo Gardeners 

Make your reservations soon! 

See page 3 for details.. 

January 2026 

 
 
 
 

 

CGCI Official Calendar 

CGCI Official Calendar -  
California Garden Club 

(californiagardenclubs.com)  

February 16, 2026 
Palomar District Winter Meeting  

Bernardo Gardeners 
 

February 10 & 13, 2026  
Flower Show Procedures  
2:00 -3:00 PM via Zoom 

 
Feb 19-21, 2026  

Flower Show School #3 
Escondido, Ca  Sponsor: SWJC  

 
April 18-19, 2026 

Coronado Flower Show 
 

May 2, 2026 
Dos Valles Garden Club  

Flower Show  
 

May 2-3 2026 
Vista Garden Club Flower Show 

 
May 4-6, 2026 

National Garden Clubs, Inc  
Convention, STL, MO 

 
May 9, 2026 

Poway Valley Garden Club  
Flower Show  

 
CGCI Convention 

Handlery Hotel , San Diego 
May 11-14, 2026  

 
June 16, 2026  

Palomar District                         
Summer Meeting 

Descanso Garden Club 
 

June 10 to July 5, 2026 
San Diego Fair 
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Palomar District Winter Membership Meeting 
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Spot light your club activities...send pictures to  
Diana Drummey at drummedge@att.net  
for the next Palomar Pruner... 

 

Club Corner Spotlights 

 

Mission Hills Garden Club  
Nov 2025 

Fall Pot Luck and Ikebana 
Workshop w/ Chris Jones  

Bernardo  
Gardeners 

Club  
Deck the  

Halls,  
December 5, 

2025  
 

At the  
 Rancho  

Bernardo 
Swim and 

Tennis Club.  
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Beginnings:  
On March 26, 1931, the Fallbrook Garden Club was established to promote the study of plant life, encour-
age best pracƟces in plant culƟvaƟon, and foster the exchange of plants and gardening knowledge. Found-
ed by Mrs. Mable Richardson, who served as the club’s first president, the organizaƟon began with four-
teen members. FGC became one of the 23 charter members of the California FederaƟon of Garden Clubs 
(now named California Garden Clubs, Inc. - CGCI). As of December 2025, of the original 23 charter mem-
bers, five clubs remain acƟve: Chino HorƟcultural Society, Fallbrook Garden Club, San Pedro Garden Club, 
Southern California Garden Club, and Vista Garden Club. During the depression the club struggled through 
difficult Ɵmes but survived with a firm foundaƟon and a sense of dedicaƟon, which has been maintained 
throughout the years.  
Membership:  
In 1952 membership had grown to 68; by 1981 it was up to 123. In 2011, membership was around 200, and 
it has remained between 200 - 250.  
Dues:  
At the Ɵme of its founding in 1931, membership dues were set at five cents per meeƟng. By the club’s 50th 
anniversary in 1981, annual dues had increased to $7. In 2005, dues were adjusted to $30 for individual 
members and $50 for couples or families, rates that remain in effect today.  
Community BeauƟficaƟon and Support: 
Over the years, the club has contributed to many organizaƟons and causes in the community: from deco-
raƟng community Christmas trees, planƟng window boxes on civic buildings, decoraƟng servicemen’s 
graves, providing bouquets for school graduates, planƟng wildflower seeds, and providing landscaping for 
the Fallbrook Hospital, Fallbrook High School, VFW Post 1924, and Fallbrook Senior Center. It has provided 
the hospital at Camp Pendleton with flowers, provided Christmas wreaths for the Fallbrook Hospital and 
Convalescent Hospital; flower arrangements for the public library, celebrated Arbor Day each year by 
planƟng tree, and started a Junior Gardeners program in the elementary schools. The Club’s many projects 
have evolved over Ɵme but remain centered on local needs as well as support for State and NaƟonal pro-
grams.  
Fundraising:  
Before 1981, the FGC held an Annual Fall Plant and Baked Goods Sale. Today, the Garden Tours and plant 
sales provide funds for scholarships, community projects and club acƟviƟes. The first scholarship of $50 
was awarded in the 1940’s to students at Fallbrook High School and has conƟnued over the years. $1,000 
scholarships are now awarded.  
Anniversaries and Awards: - On March 26, 1981, exactly fiŌy years aŌer the date of its founding, the club 
celebrated its Golden Anniversary. -The club held its 51st Annual Standard Flower Show in1982. - Four 
members have served as Palomar District Director - Joe Goble, Opal MaleƩa, Barbara Stevens and Jane 
McKee. Eight members have been named Palomar District “member of the year” and several members 
have served as other District and State officers or CommiƩee Chairmen. -The first “Member of the Year” 
was honored in 1985 and in 1994, a Blue Star By-way Marker was installed and dedicated in the Village 
Square. -1998 study groups were started in specific areas of horƟculture. - In 2006, the website was 
launched and FGC celebrated its 75th anniversary. -2007 a Garden Tour was added to the list of projects 
and has become a major fundraiser. -On the club’s 80th anniversary in 2011, club acƟviƟes included: 
Fallbrook Botanical Gardens at Live Oak Park, Arbor Day ceremonies, Memorial Day bouquets, Junior Gar-
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 Anniversaries and Awards: 
On March 26, 1981, exactly fiŌy years aŌer the date of its founding, the club celebrated its Golden            
Anniversary.  
-The club held its 51st Annual Standard Flower Show in 1982.  
-Four members have served as Palomar District Director - Joe Goble, Opal MaleƩa, Barbara Stevens and 
Jane McKee.  
-Eight members have been named Palomar District “Member of the Year” and several members have 
served as other District and State officers or CommiƩee Chairmen.  
-The first “Member of the Year” was honored in 1985 and in 1994, a Blue Star By-way Marker was installed 
and dedicated in the Village Square.  
-1998 study groups were started in specific areas of horƟculture.  
-In 2006, the website was launched and FGC celebrated its 75th anniversary.  
-2007 a Garden Tour was added to the list of projects and has become a major fundraiser.  
-On the club’s 80th anniversary in 2011, club acƟviƟes included: Fallbrook Botanical Gardens at Live Oak 
Park, Arbor Day ceremonies, Memorial Day bouquets, Junior Gardeners, Penny Pines Project, Petals for Pa-
triots, garden therapy, gardening and craŌ workshops, and conƟnued scholarships for Fallbrook High 
School graduates, as well as the Annual Flower Show and Garden Tour.  
-Joined Facebook  
Today:  
-The Fallbrook Garden Club meets ten Ɵmes a year and puts out a monthly newsleƩer, “The Garden Chirp.” 
Its programs feature the latest developments in horƟculture and observaƟons of home gardening and bird 
watching to the membership.  
-The Club flower is the Geranium (Pelargonium x hortorum); Club colors are coral and green; Club logo is a 
Singing Goldfinch on a marigold (Tagetes); Club moƩo is “Flowers, like friends, should be nurtured and 
cherished”; and the Club theme is “Gardening is Fun.”  
-The newsleƩer, “The Garden Chirp” is available to members via our website or e-mail.  
The club will commemorate its 95th anniversary with a celebratory birthday program at its March 31      
general meeƟng. The event will feature a presentaƟon on the club’s history and our community.  
As we look to the future, we conƟnue to be commiƩed to member educaƟon, civic beauƟficaƟon and the 
conservaƟon of natural resources.     Submitted by Marci Eisenstadt & Gretchen Bonifield  
******************************************************************************************************************* 
La Jolla, Calif. -- San Diegans will have the chance to observe one of America’s mas-
ters of floral artistry and design, Lewis Miller, when the Village Garden Club of              
La Jolla presents Meet the Masters at the Fairmont Grand Del Mar on March 12, 2026. 
As the founder of Lewis Miller Design, he crafts signature floral events for TiƯany,     
Chanel, The Metropolitan Museum of Art and many marquee names in entertainment 
and business. Miller is the genius behind Flower Flash, the pop-up floral installations in 
public spaces – from trash cans to Rockefeller Center – that have brought joy and      
beauty to New Yorkers for the past decade.   
Tickets are $200 and include a luncheon plus live floral demonstrations showcasing 
Miller’s celebrated talents. All his floral arrangements will be auctioned oƯ with           
proceeds benefiting the Garden Club’s service projects including Schoolyard Garden 
Grants and Bouquet of Thanks for Veterans.  More info:  www.vgclj.com 
................................... 
FRANCIE MURPHY mobile: +1.858.922.0079 email: francie@franciemurphy.com  
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 California Pollinator Collaborative is a group of people and organizations concerned by the decline 
of California native pollinators and their habitat. 

The goal is to establish a California Pollinator License Plate program by replicating the Whale-Tail 
License Plate Program that provides millions in grants annually. Having a license plate program for 
pollinators would direct funds for the protection and restoration of habitat for all native pollinators, 
enabling more community action and supporting the work of many non-profit organizations involved 
in the native pollinator protection effort.  

Please share this information with your respective affiliations. Here's the website: https://
www.capollinatorcollaborative.org/. 
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When: 1st Monday,  

October thru May  12:00 NOON 
Where: Poway Community Library, 13137 Poway 
Road, Poway, CA 92064 
 
 
February 2, 2026 Welcome back  
Deborah Warringer, Master teacher of Ichiyo of 
Ikebana. Enjoy her skill and take notes for gar-
den club designs 
 
March 2, 2026  Barbara Weiler, Master Flower 
Show Judge and an incredible designer but also 
a fantastic  HORTICULTURIST/Watch what she 
brings to the table. 
 
April 6, 2026 “FLOWER POWER” Our most pop-
ular Program.  Watch as 4 local college student 
designers race against the clock to complete 
a Surprise Package design from materials, con-
tainers and theme.  Then, like a 3-ring circus, 
they show a “signature design,” a “round robin” 
and then a “wrap up” design.  
 
May 4, 2026 – The “Grand Finale” Everyone 
knows Monica Lewis, hostess, NGC FS 
Judge  With her Creative  Designs she  
answers: What has Music Got to do with IT.  

 
Start time Noon: Please Arrive  
by 11:30 a.m. to help set up.  

33rd Anniversary Season 
The Floral Design Forum 


