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They’re FREE! 

From the Director's Desk... 

Happy New Year and may you have H,H & P (Health, Happiness 

and Prosperity).  We have seen the rain and the sun, had the 

cold and some warmth.  And the Palomar District has grown with 

2 new Clubs:  the San Diego County Garden Guild and the San 

Diego County Herb Society. Plus hundreds of Children in 

Poway's new Youth Clubs and a new District Affiliate:  San Diego 

Horticultural Society. 

Adele Kelly is also working with a group forming a new garden 

club and an established club looking at us.  Know of a club that is 

not in our District/CGCI, let Adele know. 

February 22nd is our District's Annual meeting and our Winter 

Board meeting  hosted by the Bernardo Gardeners Club  (See 

details enclosed) All Club Presidents and Delegates are ex-

pected to attend  the February 22 meetings.  However, all Gar-

den Club and Affiliate  members are encouraged to attend. 

All club Presidents may report on their clubs special activities at 

the Annual Meeting.  In order to be scheduled for your 2 minutes 

report you must send your request to be included prior to Febru-

ary 12th to SpeerCGCIMbrshp@aol.com  or Palomardirec-

tor@gmail.com. 

Finally, I hope to see you this Spring at Flower Shows, Garden 

Walks and Teas.  And remind you this District Director would en-

joy being invited to one of your club's regular meetings. 

 

George 
George Speer, Director 

                            The      Palomar   Pruner 

Winter 2016 

http://www.californiagardenclubs.com/palomardistrict
http://californiagardenclubs.com/cgcinewsletters
http://californiagardenclubs.com/cgcinewsletters


 

www.californiagardenclubs.com/palomardistrict                                                                                                                      2 

The Palomar Pruner                                                                                                           Winter  2016 

PALOMAR DISTRICT 

 

CGCI OFFICIAL CALENDAR   
Go to californiagardenclubs.com/calendar  

for Special Events open to the public  

 January 31-February 3, 2016 : CGCI Winter 

Board Meeting. DoubleTree by Hilton, San 
Pedro - Port of Los Angeles.  

 Host: Costa Verde District  
 Co-Chairmen: Alexis Slafer and  
 Gudy Kimmel  

 February 8: Leadership Workshop, Encino  
 February 22: Leadership Workshop, Arca-

dia  
 May 19-22, 2016: 85th Annual CGCI Con-

vention. Irvine Hotel, Irvine.  
 Host: Orange County District.  
 Chairman: Annie Hall Bosche  
 

************************************ 
 

NGC SCHOOLS CALENDAR (California)  
All registration forms are on the CGCI website  

Calendar page Go to gardenclub.org for schools in 
other states  

 

 March 21-23, 2016: Flower Show School, 

Course 2. San Diego Botanic Garden, En-
cinitas.  

 Host: Southwestern Judges Council.  
 Chairman: Emily Troxell  

 April 8-10, 2016: Flower Show Symposium:  

Holiday Inn, Auburn, Chairman: Lili Aram-
Bost  

 April 28-29, 2016: Landscape Design 
School,  
Series 26, Course IV.  

 Sponsor: Luther Burbank District.  
 Chairman: Mary Ann Swanson 

Winter Board & Annual Meeting 

Monday, February 22, 2016 
Where: Rancho Bernardo Swim & Tennis Club    
Time: 10:00 am Board Meeting 
           10:45 Annual meeting 
Lunch:    $20 salad buffet 
 

See Page 4 for additional information and  
driving directions. 

From First Assistant Director Adele Kelly: 

A big welcome to two new 
organizations who have 
joined the Palomar District 
of California Garden Clubs, 

Inc. The San Diego County Garden Guild and 
the San Diego County Herb Society will be rati-
fied at the CGCI Winter Board Meeting. Please 
welcome them at our next District Meeting. Their 
contact information follows. Please update your 
District Yearbook. 
 

San Diego County Garden Guild (25) 
President: Robert Gale 
8292 Calle Calzada, San Diego, CA 92126 
858 693-1816 
rgale1943@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer: Cynthia Lococo 
8261 Prospect Avenue, Santee, CA 92071 
619 993-4651 
crlococo@aol.com 

 

San Diego County Herb Society (53) 
President:  Barbara Baker 
P.O. Box 1387, Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067 
(858) 756-2783 
skephouse@sbcglobal.net 
 

Treasurer: Cynthia A. Cotter 
145 Mozart Ave, Cardiff by the Sea, CA 
92007 
(619) 992-4519cacphd@me.com  

PLEASE MAKE THE FOLLOWING CORRECTIONS TO 
YOUR PALOMAR DISTRICT 2015-16 YEARBOOK  
 

Carlsbad Garden Club 
   51 members 
   Federated 2004 
   Zip 92018 
   Editor:  Stevie Hall (stevieinsandiego@gmail.com) 
   Rep:  BJ Boland (bjboland@roadrunner.com) 
   Meetings:  Board: as needed in members' homes 
  

Master Gardener Association of San Diego County 
   President:  Linda Morse 
San Diego Horticultural Society 
   Jim Bishop (sdhspresident@gmail.com) 
   Editor:  Susi Torre-Bueno  

http://www.californiagardenclubs.com/palomardistrict
http://californiagardenclubs.com/calendar
http://gardenclub.org/
mailto:stevieinsandiego@gmail.com
mailto:bjboland@roadrunner.com
mailto:sdhspresident@gmail.com
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NGC FLOWER SHOW SCHOOL COURSE II  

A Must See Pollinator Garden in Rapid City, SD: 

Meredith French, UCCE Master Gardener, San Diego  

Rapid City Garden Club, located on the eastern 
edge of the Black Hills in South Dakota, has created 
a wonderful pollinator garden at the city’s Canyon 
Lake Park.  Mt. Rushmore is a short 23 miles away.  
 

The Club has created seating areas for views of the 
lake and bridge as well as the garden itself. The en-
tire park is 29 acres and meanders along the lake 
that is refreshed by a feeder river.  It is on Rapid 
City’s Historic Tour and the physical address is 4181 
Jackson Blvd., Rapid City.  Fishing, boating, bicy-
cling and walking trails are featured as well as shad-
ed picnic areas. The championship 18 hole Mead-
owbrook Golf Course is on its northeast side.  Both 
run along highway 44. 
 

I was there in early October. Aspen were displaying 
their coats of gold and the air was decidedly crisp. At 
this time the garden was resplendent with a heavy 
blanket of  purple Aster (A. novi-belgii) contrasted 
with Yellow Coneflower (Ratibida pinnata). Feathery 
grasses, Cosmos (C. bipinnatus) and Russian Sage 
(Perovskia atriplicifolia) completed the palette.   
 

This intense color display was offset by several spe-
cies of bees and bumblebees observing no rules of 
the road as they competed for the garden’s abun-
dant supply of pollen and nectar.  Crashing and 
bumping as they hovered over a sea of corollas, on-
ly the giant American Bumble Bee (Bombus penn-
sylvanicus) was left alone.  It sure knows how to 
clear a room! And what an eye catcher with its bright 
yellow plumage.  
 

Vying for trough room was the state’s official insect, 
the honey bee (Apis mellifera). South Dakota is one 
of the nation’s leading producer of honey. The dimin-
utive metallic green sweat bee (Agopostemon sp.) 

with its black and yellow striped abdomen was spot-
ted working under the radar. This is one of our larg-
est genii of bees with over a 1000 species present in 
the United States. The beautiful Black Hills area of 
South Dakota should get some attention for its abun-
dant number of avid gardeners. Go to Black Hills 
Garden.com for more information. They all share 
one website.   
 

Chairman: Emily Troxell  
Host: Southwestern Judges Council  

Dates: March 21-23, 2016  
San Diego Botanic Garden, Encinitas, CA.   

 

What is Flower Show School? These classes en-
compass a wide range of skills that allow the indi-
vidual to judge and evaluate the efforts of people 
entering local flower shows. This series of 4 clas-
ses, 2 1/2 days of study each, are spaced 6 
months apart and gradually prepare the individual 
to understand the flower show process. The basic 
components of any flower show are Horticulture 
and Floral Design. These classes provide in-
depth study in both of these fields so that the indi-
vidual becomes well versed in the exhibits that 
they will be responsible for evaluating.  
 

Flower Show School, Course 2 will feature two 
outstanding instructors: 
 David Robson, from Illinois will focus on herbs 

and  
flowering shrubs. He has been teaching Horti-
culture at the college level since 1980 and is a 
co-author of Horticulture Exhibiting and Judg-
ing. He is a Master judge and a currently cre-
dentialed NGC Symposium level instructor of 
Procedure and Horticulture, now serving NGC 
as Horticulture/FSP Instructors Chairman.  

 Penny Decker comes to us from Florida where 

she is known for her keen sense of color in cre-
ating beautiful traditional and highly creative 
floral designs. She is a NGC Master Flower 
Show Judge and Design Instructor currently 
serving on the Boards of NGC and Deep South 
Region. She was the recipient of a top award 
for  
excellence in floral design education from the 
American Horticultural Society. She has also 
represented the USA in honorary exhibits at 
WAFA Seminars in Canada, England and Ire-
land.  

 

Registration form/flyer is available at  
http://californiagardenclubs.com/calendar 

(click on the CGCI Official Calendar/NGC Schools tab  

Weed: Any plant that will survive at least one week 

without being watered, fertilized, pruned, sprayed, 
staked, mulched, misted, dusted, or wrapped in burlap, 

paper or plastic.  

http://www.californiagardenclubs.com/palomardistrict
http://californiagardenclubs.com/calendar
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Palomar District Winter Board and Annual Meeting 

Monday, February 22, 2016, 10 am to 2 pm 

Rancho Bernardo Swim & Tennis Club, 16955 Bernardo Oaks Drive,  

San Diego. 92128-2166 

Lunch cost $20 

Hosted by the Bernardo Gardeners Club. 

Guest speaker will be Michelle Mellano Keeler, Vice President of Corporate Affairs for Mellano Com-
pany, supplier of fresh flowers from around the world and Southern California.  Michelle will speak 
about local production, the needs of the industry and how it relates to the prosperity of California. 
Doors open at 9am for light refreshments and sales table purchases. 
 
Board meeting begins at 10am followed by the General meeting at 10:45. 
Lunch will begin at noon followed by our speaker.  The room must be cleared by 2:15pm. 

 

RESERVATION/REGISTRATION FORM 

Name________________________________________________________ 

Club/Organization______________________________________________ 

 

Lunch will be a salad buffet with dessert ($20).   
 
Make checks payable to Bernardo Gardeners Club and send them with this registra-
tion form to:  
 Jeanne Green, 17361 Regalo Lane, San Diego, CA 92128.  
Checks must be received by February 17th—there will be no tickets sold at the door. 

 
Direction to Rancho Bernardo Swim & Tennis Club 

 

 From I-15 north or south exit Rancho Bernardo Road  
 Go East for about one mile, then turn left (traffic light) onto Bernardo Oaks 

Drive.  The Club is on the east corner of Rancho Bernardo Road and Bernar-
do Oaks Drive.   
PARKING IS LIMITED—PLEASE CAR SHARE OR PARK ON ROAD 

 
Any questions?  Call Sharon Tooley 858-672-2593 or email djsj21643@aol.com  

http://www.californiagardenclubs.com/palomardistrict

