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Thank you to all the members who have
renewed their membershig for the
2022-2023 garden year. A big WELCOME to
members who joined us despite our
limited ability to meet. Please reach out
to Gretchen Ziegler, Carolyn Chamberlin,
Edeen Birkholz, and Ken and Cynthia
Leedom when you see them at our May
meeting.

Meeting fun ahead! At the May 20 ESGC
meeting we are bringing back one of our
favorite traditions - the “Bottles and
Blooms” flower show. Originally the event
was called “Beer and Blooms” because -
how else can you get empty brown
bottles? Members are asked to bring their
favorite stems and cuttings from their
garden in a “vessel of choice” and be
ready to share something about it. Bottles
and Blooms is not a judged flower show,
but it is an opportunity to learn what goes
into having a flower show. The Flower
Show begins at 10:00 a.m. followed by the
business meeting.

é\%reat turn out at the basket planting at
o

afer’s Hardware store last month. The

five huge baskets will be at the Old Town
gazebo this summer. Hard to believe the
tiny little plants we stuffed into the peat
moss will become a profusion of color in
just a few months.

The June 18th plant sale will be here
before you know it. | hope you have

Ere ared your plants to sell, set aside old
ools you don’t want, cleared out the
attic, and sewn your patches on your

garden clothing! This month | will be
preparing the volunteer schedule. Please
contact me with your availability and
interest in when you can come. Everyone
is welcome to beat the sale from start to
finish. But we want to make sure we have
enough people during the critical times
between 8-11 am. The sales site is across
the street from my house and me/
bathroom will be available for club
members to use. You can all be a big help
RIGHT NOW if you reach out to me so |
don’t have to call everyone individually to
make the schedule.

As at prior sales, | would like you to hold
onto your items until the day of the sale,
unless you will not be at the sale.
Everything that comes early must be
moved twice, and we are really running
during the set up.

Please call me if you have any questions.

Imagine you are walking through an arid
region in the height of summer. There are
canyons and rock formations of soaring
sandstone around you. The vegetation is
dry. The stream beds are dry and will
remain that way until winter or spring.
Then ... your trail turns a corner and
before you is a patch of lush green
vegetation --- ferns and grasses, flowers
and shrubs growing straight out of the
rock, some even upside down. The area is
cool and damp and shady with water
seemingly coming out of howhere and
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disappearing in a dwindling trickle. You
just encountered a hanging garden.

Hanging gardens are not only lovely oases,
but they are important resources for the
ecological communities around them; and
a refuge for rare and endemic plant and
insect species and microscopic creatures,
as well as birds, bees, rodents and
amphibians.

Hanging gardens support an amazing
diversity of plant species such as ferns,
sedges, orchids, columbines and
wildflowers --- and sometimes shrubs and
trees. These fragile communities can be
destroyed or damaged by falling rocks,
storms, drought, wildfires, polluted water,
invasive species, large animals ... and
humans. Hanging gardens must be
enjoyed with awe and care.

Resources: USDA - Forest Service and the
National Park Service.

Editors Note: Although Humboldt County’s
very own Fern Canyon, in Redwood
National Park (pictured on previous page),
is not in an arid climate, its vertical walls
surround the hiker. The site has been used
in movies and park authorities have
requested the location not be identified in
movie credits to prevent crowds. A quick
hour up Hwy 101, it is a fee area and
requires a slosh through a small creek, but
it is worth it.

After how many
days/months?, the
ESGC members
finally returned to
meet face-to-face at
the April 15 meeting
for a fun and

informal meet and

reet before the

usiness meeting.
Over one hundred
dollars was made on
the vegetables for
sale during the

meeting. Not only
did members

purchase plants to donate to the VA
Community Garden, Karen Burgesser
delivered the unsold plants as a donation
from the club.
Your roving correspondent,
Chuck Goodwin
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“To forget how to dig the earth and to tend
the soil is to forget ourselves.” Mahatma
Gandhi

Susan Kornfeld-17, Marcy Foster and
Georgina Pace-31.

1: Please paE/ dues if you haven’t yet!
1:  May Day, last day of Wildflower Show

6-7: HBG Plant Sale

8:  Mother’s Day

15: SHGC Flower Show

20: ESGC General Meeting

25: Humboldt District CGCl Meeting
30: Memorial Day

National Garden Club, Inc. President, Mary Warshauer;
Pacific Region Garden Clubs Director, Lana Finegold;
CA Garden Clubs, Inc. President, Lynne Batchelor;
Humboldt District Director, Maria Krenek

President-Karen Burgesser Secretary-Simone Taylor
Vice Presider)t-ShirleK LipaTreasurer-Janet Biasca
Director-Janice Beac Past Pres-Maria Krenek
Director-Linda West Parliamentarian-

Chuck Goodwin
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) Meets monthly, 3rd Friday
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