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INVADING HUMBOLDT 
Those pesky weeds! At the November 18 
meeting, Patrick Hoffman, from Humboldt 
County Department of Agriculture, will share 
the new invasive weed booklet and highlight a 
few of the more worrisome invasive weeds in 
our area. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: Karen Burgesser 

Are you ready? It is only a matter of time when 
you will change your clock and “fall back” to 
standard time. The days will be shorter giving 
you less time to work in the garden. Eureka 
Sequoia Garden Club offers plenty of other 
garden projects to work on. You can help plant 
native plants or pull weeds  with the “Zoo 
Crew” on Monday afternoons at the Sequoia 
Park Zoo. The Hospitality team is looking for a 
few more members to host the November 18 
meeting. Can you help? Contact Sandy Bates. 
Or you might want to join the members who 
are planning the next Humboldt District 
Meeting. ESGC will be hosting up to 50 other 
local garden club members from Humboldt. 
Call or email Karen for details or to share any 
ideas you have. You also can take the time to 
order seed catalogs and seeds and plan your 
spring garden and plants for the annual ESGC 
plant sale. Longer days will be back soon! 

  
Due to current Covid outbreak and members health 
concerns please wear a mask to indoors events. 
And as is always a good suggestion, please refrain 
from attending should you suspect you have, or 
have been exposed to, an infection.  We can’t wait 
to see you next time. 

HORTICULTURE REPORT: AUTUMN LEAVES 
GEORGINA PACE 

Autumn leaves offer much more than mere 
garden and lawn clutter.  As gardeners, we 

know that leaves are an excellent source of 
organic matter.  Leaves are packed with trace 
minerals that trees draw up from deep in the 

soil.  When added to your 
garden, leaves feed 
earthworms and beneficial 
microbes.  They lighten heavy 
soils and help sandy soils retain 
moisture.  They make an 
attractive mulch in the garden.  
They are a source of carbon to 
balance the nitrogen in your 
working compost pile.  And, 
they insulate tender plants 
from the cold. 

The secret to mulching with 
leaves is shredding, which 
breaks leaves into smaller 
pieces and prevents them from 
forming a thick mat that either 

(a) blocks air and water from reaching the soil; 
or (b) traps excess moisture in the ground and 
encourages fungal diseases.  If you don't have 
a shredder, rake leaves into low rows or piles 
and run over them a few times with your 
mower.  Once shredded, leaves can be added 
to the soil to lighten the texture and enhance 

the nutrient content, 
or used as a mulch for 
winterizing 
perennials, shrubs, 
fruit trees and more. 

Whole leaves can be 
raked and piled into 
your compost area 
and added to the 
working compost pile 

throughout the year to 
balance the raw kitchen scraps and other 
garden materials. 

Source: Article by Kathy LaLiberte, Gardener's 
Supply Company 

ESGC MEMBERS ATTEND CGCI FALL BOARD 
MEETING  - SHIRLEY LIPA, ESGC VP 

At the  CGCI Fall Board meeting, President 
Lynne Batchelor reported of a request from 
the National Garden Club “Plant a Tree” 
Chairperson asking all members to plant a tree 
(preferably a native species) and have the 
clubs keep a record of the number of trees 

1

THE SEQUOIA 
EUREKA SEQUOIA GARDEN CLUB MONTHLY NEWS          A CGCI & NGCI AWARD-WINNING NEWSLETTER



Volume XI, No. 5 Shelly Lusk, Editor November, 2022

planted by individuals or clubs between 
5/1/2022 and 4/30/2023. ESGC members who 
participate can report to Georgina Pace the 
type and number of trees you plant. 

Also from the meeting, tree expert Dale 
Burdick from Precision Pruning advised, “When 
you fertilize a tree, use Lily Miller 16-16-16 
and spread it around the tree 10’ beyond the 
drip line!” Shirley reported “I stopped to pick 
some up on the way home from the meeting 
and discovered it is a popular product, as I 
bought the last two bags, so keep an eye out 
for it at your local nursery.” 

ESGC OCTOBER MEETING REPORT-CACTI 
SHELLY LUSK, EDITOR 

Ryan Archambault, from Humboldt Cactus 
Company, delivered an in-depth presentation 
on the types of cacti and what makes them 
unique in the plant world. Of particular 
interest was understanding how these very old 

and slow growing 
desert plants are 
subject to poaching, 
a practice that can 
put an entire 
habitat at risk.  
Ryan recommends 
that gardeners look 
for signs a cactus 
was propagated: 
specifically, look for 

an even growth pattern, an indication the 
cactus was allowed to develop in pots without 
competition.  Be suspicious of cacti offered for 
sale that have developed unevenly, a sign they 
have been uprooted from elsewhere.   

HAPPY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS! 
Audrey Sandberg-02, Maria Krenek-11, 
Marilyn Dillard-20. 

THE CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER 
11-06  Daylight Savings ends, FALL BACK 
11-08  Election Day 
11-08  Full Moon, the Frost Moon 
11-18  ESGC General Meeting 
11-24  Thanksgiving 

INSPIRATION 
Whether you shred 'em,  rake 'em,  bag 'em,  
compost 'em,  garden with 'em,   jump in 'em, 
or simply admire 'em,  put this season's most 
abundant and valuable resource to work for 
you!  MaryJane's Farm Magazine, Oct-Nov 2022 

WHAT TO DO WITH THOSE APPLES? 
SHELLY LUSK, EDITOR 

One of the great things about Northern 
Humboldt is the abundance of apples. This 

month I made 
apple crisp, 
apple sauce, 
and I’m giving 
apple cider 
vinegar a try. I 
used up all my 
apples, but I 
could have 
taken the rest 
out to Kneeland 
Glen Farm 

Stand when local apple presser Sarah is there 
to help you turn those apples into delicious 
cider. It is a great hands-on activity for the 
kids, who really get into making their own 
cider. Check out Kneeland Glen Farm Stand on 
Facebook to find out when Sarah will be there. 

NATIONAL, REGION, STATE,  
& DISTRICT OFFICERS 

National Garden Club, Inc. President, Mary Warshauer; 
Pacific Region Garden Clubs Director, Lana Finegold; 
CA Garden Clubs, Inc. President, Lynne Batchelor;  
Humboldt District Director, Maria Krenek 

2021-2023 ESGC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
President-Karen Burgesser Secretary-Simone Taylor 
Vice President-Shirley Lipa, Treasurer-Janet Biasca 
Director-Janice Beach  Director-Linda West  
Past Pres-Maria Krenek  Parliamentarian-Chuck Goodwin 

EUREKA SEQUOIA GARDEN CLUB, INC. 
Organized 1967, Incorporated 1977 

A CGCI Blue Ribbon Club 
PO Box 479 Bayside, CA 95524 

http://californiagardenclubs.com/
eurekasequoia 

esgc@cagardenclubs.org 
707-845-4376 

Meets monthly, 3rd Friday 
Agricultural Center 5630 S. Broadway, Eureka 

Annual Dues $25 Individual, $35 Family 

A proud member of National Garden Clubs, 
Inc.; Pacific Region Garden Clubs, Inc.; 

California Garden Clubs, Inc. and 
 Humboldt District, CGCI

2

http://californiagardenclubs.com/eurekasequoia
http://californiagardenclubs.com/eurekasequoia

