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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: KAREN BURGESSER

President’s Message - Happy Holidays! The 
last month of 2022 is a busy time to enjoy 
holiday events; visits with friends and 
families; and even spend some time in the 
winter garden. Have a happy and healthy 
December!


December Program: Chanticleer Garden


We have planned a special program for the 
ESGC December 16, meeting.  You are 
invited to join us to hear about a 
wonderful place, the Chanticleer Garden 
in Wayne, Pennsylvania. 


“First opened to the public in 1993, 
Chanticleer has been called the most 
romantic, imaginative and exciting public 
garden in America. The 36-acre pleasure 
garden lies just 30 minutes from downtown 
Philadelphia and hosts 60,000 visitors each 
year. Chanticleer horticulturalist Matt 
Burgesser will discuss the evolution of the 
garden over the last 30 years as well as 
 showcasing the many unique sections of 
the garden throughout the seasons.  Now 
in his fifth year at Chanticleer, Matt is 
responsible for gardening the terraces 
around the Chanticleer House, as well as 
managing the onsite greenhouses, cold 
frames, propagation and growing.


Matt received his professional training 
from Longwood Gardens in Pennsylvania 
where he graduated from the immersive 
Longwood Garden’s  Professional Gardener 
Program and was awarded the North 
American Christopher Lloyd Scholarship to 
study and work at the historic Great Dixter 
in southeast England for two and a half 
years.”

Due to the current Covid outbreak and 
members’ health concerns, please wear a 
mask to indoors events. And as is always a 
good idea, please refrain from attending 
should you suspect you have, or have been 
exposed to, an infection.  We can’t wait to see 
you next time.


HORTICULTURE REPORT: AMARYLLIS

GEORGINA PACE


The starkness of winter has its own style of 
natural beauty; and, it doesn't take long for 
flower loving gardeners to experience 
withdrawal symptons.  But alas, within days, 
gardeners will find winter and holiday plants in 
their favorite nursery.  The list of world-wide 

favorites is long and varied.  
Old Farmers Almanac lists the 
five favorites of North America 
as poinsettia, Christmas 
cactus, cyclaman, the 
Christmas tree and amaryllis.

The Hippeastrum genus, 
commonly known as amaryllis, 
is native to the warm tropical 
and subtropical regions of 
South America and the 
Caribbean.  The Amaryllis 
genus is native to South Africa.  
Hippeastrum breeding began in 

1799 by Arthur Johnson, a watchmaker in 
England.  Johnson shared all his work with the 
Liverpool Botanic Garden.  
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Many new hybrids followed as new species 
were found and sent to Europe from South 
America.  The late 19th and early 20th century 
saw Amaryllis breeding develop in the United 
States and around the world.  In 1946,  Dutch 
nurserymen and growers moved to South Africa 
and began cultivation there.  Today, the bulb 
market is dominated by the Netherlands and 
South Africa with limited production from 
Japan, Israel, Brazil, Australia and the United 
States.

Resource:  Published article "December: 
Amaryllis- Hippeastrum Species" by Janice 
Tucker, Santa Fe Botanical Garden, December 
1, 2013.


ESGC NOVEMBER MEETING REPORT:

INVASIVE PLANTS IN HUMBOLDT COUNTY


WENDY ROBERTSON

At the November 18th General Meeting Patrick 
Hoffman, Co-chair of Humboldt Weed 
Management Area (HMWA) presented 
information on the latest troublesome invasive 

plants in the county. Pictures 
and samples of these bad 
actors, which include: 
Knotweed, Spotted Knapweed, 
Stinkwort, Purple Loosestrife, 
and Tree-of-Heaven, as well as 
instructions on their removal 
were provided.  Despite being 
a small agency, HWMA is 
responsible for protecting the 
native habitats of a large 
area. An online version of the 

Invasive Weeds of Humboldt County guide is 
available at www.cal-ipc.org.m Sightings of 
these unwelcome visitors can be reported to 
HWMA at 707-441-5260, but if you are 
interested in tackling these demons yourself, 
consider borrowing a weed wrench from the 
BLM office lending program, located at 1695 
Heindon Road, Arcata (phone 707 825-2300) to 
help remove the nasty roots.

Our meeting began with a workshop by  ESGC 
member Larissa Wickizer who demonstrated 

how to  decorate  
pumpkins with moss,  
succulents, and 
other materials. 
Members created 
their own beautiful, 
living, holiday 
centerpieces. 
Editors note: 
although the 

succulents will last for months on the 
pumpkins, when the season is over they can be 
removed from the pumpkin and potted up. 


INSPIRATION

“By encouraging your amaryllis to bloom 
again, your plant will live many different lives 
over the span of a year.  From holiday plant, 
to houseplant, to garden plant, to closet-
dweller, then back to holiday plant, your 
amaryllis is built to keep changing with the 
seasons.”  Source-Brent & Becky's  Gardener's 
Supply Company’s Blog


HAPPY DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS!

Janice Beach-14, Edeen Birkholz-16, 

Anne Van Zandt-19, Lee Lane-22


THE CALENDAR FOR DECEMBER

12-14   Fortuna Garden Club’s 50th Annual 		                
	 Christmas Home Tour and tea

12-16  	ESGC General Meeting

12-21  	Winter Solstice

12-25 	 Christmas Day

12-31 	 New Year’s Eve

01-13 	 ESGC Exec. Committee meeting (ZOOM)


NATIONAL, REGION, STATE, 

& DISTRICT OFFICERS


National Garden Club, Inc. President, Mary Warshauer;

Pacific Region Garden Clubs Director, Lana Finegold;

CA Garden Clubs, Inc. President, Lynne Batchelor; 

Humboldt District Director, Maria Krenek


2021-2023 ESGC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President-Karen Burgesser Secretary-Simone Taylor

Vice President-Shirley Lipa, Treasurer-Janet Biasca

Director-Janice Beach  Director-Linda West 

Past Pres-Maria Krenek  Parliamentarian-Chuck Goodwin


EUREKA SEQUOIA GARDEN CLUB, INC.

Organized 1967, Incorporated 1977


A CGCI Blue Ribbon Club

PO Box 479 Bayside, CA 95524


http://californiagardenclubs.com/
eurekasequoia


esgc@cagardenclubs.org

707-845-4376


Meets monthly, 3rd Friday

Agricultural Center 5630 S. Broadway, Eureka


Annual Dues $25 Individual, $35 Family


A proud member of National Garden Clubs, 
Inc.; Pacific Region Garden Clubs, Inc.; 

California Garden Clubs, Inc. and

 Humboldt District, CGCI
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