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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: 
KAREN BURGESSER


On December 31, we say 
farewell to 2022 and eagerly 
welcome 2023.   In this new 
year, ESGC gardeners have 
plants to grow and share 
with friends, garden tips to 
exchange and to try, 
fundraisers to plan, gardens 
to visit and projects to finish.  
Our winter bulbs are growing 
while the weeds still think it 
is summer as we look 
forward to spring. It promises to be an amazing 
and abundant 2023!!


January Program: Armchair Garden Tours


The January 20 meeting plans are for ESGC 
members to share something from their 
travels. Where did you Go?  What did you 
See?  Have you been to an amazing 
garden? Or perhaps traveled locally or 
maybe out of the country?  If you would 
like to share your experiences, please 
email 3-5 photos from your trip to Karen 
by January 15.  Then tell us all about it at 
the January 20 meeting! 



Due to the current Covid outbreak and 
members’ health concerns, please wear a 
mask to indoors events. And as is always a 
good idea, please refrain from attending 
should you suspect you have, or have been 
exposed to, an infection.  We can’t wait to see 
you next time.


HORTICULTURE NOTES- TILLING AND 
AMENDING SOIL: GEORGINA PACE


Did you know that when you till the garden 
every year, you disrupt beneficial micro-
ecosystems that help keep your garden healthy 
and free of diseases and pests?  It also 
damages soil structure, which can lead to 
compacted soil that makes it harder for roots 
to absorb oxygen and water.

When you are establishing a new vegetable or 
flower garden, you might want to till in 
amendments like compost to get it started.  
But after that, only digging the holes and rows 

for the plants and seeds is 
better for the soil.  Try top 
dressing with compost or 
mulch every year to 
continue to add organic 
matter and improve soil 
fertility and structure.  This 
helps create healthy garden 
beds that are ready to be 
planted at the beginning of 
every season.

Skipping soil amending can 
cause spindly plants and 
yellowing leaves.  Testing 

your soil is a great place to get started and it 
helps to figure out what type of soil you have 
and which vital nutrients may be missing.  This 
way you can tailor your amendments to your 
gardens' needs.  Adding compost to the top 
layer of soil can give your 
garden an additional boost.  
Apply soil amendments at the 
beginning and end of the 
growing season so that 
nutrients will begin leaching 
into the soil and feeding your 
plants as soon as it rains or 
when you begin watering.

Resource.  Garden Gate 
Magazine, February 2023.


ESGC DECEMBER MEETING REPORT

CHUCK GOODWIN


We had a great turnout at our December 
monthly meeting. Our 2022 scholarship 
recipient, Corrina, gave us an update on how 
her first year of college was going. Her Mom 
also attended  and we are pleased to welcome 
Margie, Pat and Corrina as new members! 

A big shout out to Simone for providing 
guidance to this month’s hospitality team, 
Shelly and Karen, neither of whom claim 
competency in the kitchen, but were game to 
try! (Editor Shelly’s note: thank goodness 
that’s over!)


The December program featured Chanticleer 
Horticulturist Matt Burgesser, who presented a 
slide show of the 48-acre public garden 
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located in Wayne, Pennsylvania.  The images 
he shared captured both the changes in the 
garden from season to season, as well as the 
varieties of landscapes that are found 

throughout the 
grounds.  Matt 
emphasized the 
garden beds are 
planted with the 
visitor’s 
experience in 
mind, so that the 
flowers and 
vegetation 
replace 
themselves with 

a minimum of disruption and a visitor rarely 
finds an empty bed.  Considered a Pleasure 
Garden, Chanticleer is not limited to any 

particular plant 
type, however 
the grounds do 
include 
vegetable 
gardens, the 
harvest being 
used by both 
the live-in staff 
and a 
community 
food bank.  The 
“behind the 

scene” format included slides of staff 
relocating 20’ tall palm trees for the winter, 
and examples of beautiful furniture made by 
the staff during the quiet winter months with 
materials from the garden.  If gardeners have 
“bucket lists” - and what gardener doesn’t - a 
visit to Chanticleer should be at the top of the 
list.


INSPIRATION

Nongardeners don't always understand that it's 
actually relaxing to tune out the rest of the 
world and take on a big weeding or pruning 
project.  -Kristin Beane Sullivan 


HUMBOLDT DISTRICT MEETING-

SHELLY LUSK


ESGC will be hosting the Humboldt District 
Meeting at the Eureka Woman’s Club on 
February 17th.  ESGC members will provide 
lunch. There will be a plant sale that benefits 
the district, and an opportunity raffle that 
benefits ESGC.  This means we need plants and  
stuff! And maybe you received more stuff than 

you know what to do with this season….If so, 
Georgina is collecting donations for the raffle.  

HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAYS!

Jonathan Haas - 1, Chris Copple - 2, 

Chuck Goodwin -15, Karen Zimbleman - 25

Janna Catsos - 26, Shirley Lipa - 29


THE CALENDAR FOR JANUARY

1-1    Happy New Year

1-6    Full Moon, Wolf Moon

1-13  Executive Committee Meeting (ZOOM)

1-16  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

1-20  ESGC General Meeting

2-17  Humboldt District Meeting


NATIONAL, REGION, STATE, 

& DISTRICT OFFICERS


National Garden Club, Inc. President, Mary Warshauer;

Pacific Region Garden Clubs Director, Lana Finegold;

CA Garden Clubs, Inc. President, Lynne Batchelor; 

Humboldt District Director, Maria Krenek


2021-2023 ESGC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

President-Karen Burgesser Secretary-Simone Taylor

Vice President-Shirley Lipa, Treasurer-Janet Biasca

Director-Janice Beach  Director-Linda West 

Past Pres-Maria Krenek  Parliamentarian-Chuck Goodwin


EUREKA SEQUOIA GARDEN CLUB, INC.

Organized 1967, Incorporated 1977


A CGCI Blue Ribbon Club

PO Box 479 Bayside, CA 95524


http://californiagardenclubs.com/
eurekasequoia


esgc@cagardenclubs.org

707-845-4376


Meets monthly, 3rd Friday

Agricultural Center 5630 S. Broadway, Eureka


Annual Dues $25 Individual, $35 Family


A proud member of National Garden Clubs, 
Inc.; Pacific Region Garden Clubs, Inc.; 

California Garden Clubs, Inc. and

 Humboldt District, CGCI
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