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California Garden Clubs, Inc. 
Minutes of the 2021 Winter Board Meeting 

Via Zoom Conference 
January 28-29, 2021 

President: Shane Looper 
 

Business Meeting #1 
 
President Shane Looper called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m. on Thursday, January 28, 2021. 
 
Recording Secretary Gail Vanderhorst gave the Inspiration. 
 
President Shane Looper introduced the 2019-2021 Executive Committee, and welcomed the CGCI 
Presidents:  Elisabeth Tufo (2005-2007), Robin Pokorski (2007-2009), Julie A. West (2011-2013), 
Rita Desilets (2013-2015), and Sue Bennett (2015-2017). 
 
President Shane Looper welcomed members of the Circle of Poppies:  Joan Craig, Myrtle Findley, 
Judy Unrine and Carolyn Villi.   
 
Recording Secretary Gail Vanderhorst called the roll and the Chair declared a quorum.  
 
Excused Beverly Brune, Helen Gates, Rosalie Hooper, Hoberley Schuler, Beckie Splittgerber, Pat 
York. 
 
Registrar Greg Pokorski reported a total registration of 81 board members.  See Attachment D. 
 
Parliamentarian Greg Pokorski reported The Rules of Order for the 2019-2021 term were adopted 
at the June 7, 2019 Organizational Meeting and are printed on pages 25-26 of the 2020-2021 
Yearbook, Manual & Roster.  Because of the virtual meeting format for this meeting which was not 
envisioned at the time these rules of order were adopted, he moved that for this meeting we 
dispense with Rule # 5 – the wearing of identification badges; and from Rule # 6, dispense with 
most oral reporting, as requested in the Call; and in place of # 10, place your device on mute when 
you are not addressing the assembly, unmute when you wish to address the assembly and identify 
yourself before speaking; and follow instructions provided regarding the method for voting.  
Motion Passed. 
 
Minutes Review Committee Chairman Greg Pokorski moved to adopt the minutes of the 2020 
Winter Board Meeting in Long Beach as distributed on 3/16/2020 by Jane McKee for Gail 
Vanderhorst.  Motion Passed. 
 
Without objection, President Shane Looper appointed the following committee to review the 
minutes of this meeting:  Greg Pokorski, Chairman, George Speer and Lynne Batchelor. 
 
Treasurer George Perko reported.  See Attachment A. 
Financial Report: December 31, 2020 
Net worth: 
Total cash in checking/savings accounts    $153,378 

Total other assets                                             $483,300 
   TOTAL ASSETS $636,678 
       of which liabilities and restricted funds are   $399,248 
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Cash Balance Available $237,430 
 

Treasurer George Perko read the Independent Accountant’s Review Report from Carolyn A, Mayes, 
CPA, dated December 29, 2020, and moved for its acceptance.  Motion Passed.  See Attachment A. 
 
Officers’ Reports 
Communications Director Kathy Taylor de Murillo reported. 
 
Financial Secretary Rita Desilets reported (See Attachment B) and presented the proposed 2020-
2021 Budget and moved for its adoption.  Motion Passed.  See Attachment C. 
 
Corresponding Secretary Milly Benson reported that thank you notes and sympathy cards were 
sent. 
 
Parliamentarian Greg Pokorski reported.  See Attachment B. 

 
Recording Secretary Gail Vanderhorst reported that the deadline for reports to be emailed is 
Tuesday, February 2, 2021. 
 
3rd Vice-President Adele Kelly reported (See Attachment B) and moved to ratify the following clubs: 
Auburn Golden Gardeners, Inc., Golden Foothills District, President Todd Alleckson, 12 members.  
Del Mar Mesa Garden Club, Palomar District, President Shital Parikh, 40 members.   
Green Valle Garden Club, Est. 1965, Palomar District, President Linda Bresler, 40 members.   
Motion Passed. 
 
3rd Vice-President Adele Kelly moved to ratify the North American Clivia Society as a new Associate 
Plant Society, President Malcom Shrimplin, 8 members.  Motion Passed. 
 
3rd Vice-President Adele Kelly moved to ratify a new youth club:  Discovery Club Schoolyard Habitat 
Project, Green Oaks, 34 members, Roseville Better Gardens Club, Golden Foothills District, Club 
Chairman Diane Dillard.  Motion Passed. 
 
2nd Vice-President Carol Vallens deferred her report. 
 
President-Elect Lynne Batchelor reported and read the first reading of the 2021-2023 President’s 
Project Resolution.  See Attachment B. 
 
President Shane Looper reported.  See Attachment B. 
 
Executive Committee Recommendations 
Recording Secretary Gail Vanderhorst read the recommendations and moved for their adoption or 
ratification. 
 
1. Accept, with regret, the resignation of Leena Dugger as the 2020 Convention 

Registrar/Treasurer. 
 

2. Accept with regret the resignations of Nancy McDougal and Roseann Costabile as the 2020 
Convention Co-Chairmen.  
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3. Accept with regret the resignations of Linda Smith and Brenda Leal as the 2021 Convention Co- 
Chairmen.  
 

4. Approve Nancy McDougal to serve concurrently as Bay Ocean District Director and Co-
Chairman of the 2021 Convention. 
 

5. Approve Roseann Costabile to serve concurrently as Santa Clara Valley District Director and Co-
Chairman of the 2021 Convention.   
 

6. Ratify the appointment of Leena Dugger as the 2021 Convention Registrar/Treasurer.  
Items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 were processed jointly.  Motion passed. 
 

7. Ratify the appointment of Pat Clayes to the Board of Trustees for the term 2020-2026 and to 
ratify the appointment of Julie A. West to the Board of Trustees for the term 2020-2026. 
 

8. Ratify the appointments of Michael Biedenbender as Youth Sculpture Contest Chairman; Ward 
Habriel as Climate Awareness Chairman; Krystal Migliore as Plant America and Plant America 
Grants NGC President’s Project Chairman; Elisabeth Tufo as Procedures Manual Committee 
Advisor; and Carol Vallens as Zoom Facilitator. 
 

9. Ratify the appointment of Greg Pokorski as 2021 Convention Credentials Chairman. 
 

10. Ratify the appointment of the following Election Board (per Article VI. Sec. 1 (C) 3):  Chairman – 
Robin Pokorski; Teller # 1 – Rita Desilets; Teller # 2 – Alexis Slafer; Clerk – Milly Benson; Judge 
– Greg Pokorski. 
Items 7, 8, 9 and 10 were processed jointly.  Motion passed. 
 

11. Ratify the rollover of the CD ending in 7664 maturing on September 8, 2020 with US Bank for an 
eleven month term.  Motion passed. 
 

12. That liability insurance rates will remain the same next year (2021-2022 Liability Insurance 
Rates) – no change from current year, but requires board approval per Article XVII.  Motion 
passed. 
 

13. Elect Sue Bennett as Member and Julie A. West as Alternate Member for the 2021-2023 NGC 
Nominating Committee.  Motion passed. 
 

14. Ratify the reimbursement to Robin Pokorski of $62.00 over the budget amount (l/c 705) for 
obtaining a new Post Office box.  Motion passed. 
 

15. Ratify the 2021 Convention location (Embassy Suites, South San Francisco) and the dates May 
30 to June 4, 2021.  Motion passed. 
 

16. Ratify Winter Board Meeting 2022, February 6-10, 2022 at the Airtel Plaza Hotel in Van Nuys, 
Rita Desilets, Chairman.  Motion passed. 
 

17. That CGCI donate $5,000.00 to the Sempervirens Fund for the Big Basin Recovery Fund at Big 
Basin State Park. Monies to come from general fund (l/c 4014P).  Motion passed. 
 



2021 Winter Board Meeting Minutes – Virtual Meeting 
 

4 

18. That CGCI match donations made by districts, clubs and individual members up to $5,000.00 to 
the Sempervirens Fund for the Big Basin Recovery Fund for restoration of fire damage at Big 
Basin State Park establishing new restricted fund l/c 31518-1.  Monies to be transferred 
quarterly.  Motion Passed as Amended. 
 

19. To support a CGCI Arbor Day tree planting for $100.00.  Monies to come from general fund (l/c 
4014O).  Motion Passed. 
 

20. To reimburse Carol Vallens $459.71 over the budget amount (l/c 1608) for mailing the 2020-
2021 Yearbook, Manual & Rosters.  Motion Passed. 
 

21. That CGCI continue participation in the #Giving Tuesday fundraising program using #Giving 
Tuesday procedural guidelines and timeline.  To be administered by the Board of Trustees with 
proceeds going to the Endowment Funds.  Motion Passed as Amended. 
 

22. That CGCI invite the NGC President and Pacific Region Director to a meeting during the 2021-
2023 term.  Motion Passed. 

 
The meeting was recessed at 11:36 a.m. to be followed by the President’s Jewelry Box Fundraiser 
 
Business Meeting #2 
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:33 p.m. on Friday, January 29, 2021. 
 
President Shane Looper welcomed National Garden Clubs, Inc.  President Gay Austin to the meeting.  
President Austin addressed the assembly. 
 
Committee Reports 
Bylaws and Policy Committee Chairman Carol Vallens reported and asked if members wanted to 
discuss or had questions about any of the following proposed bylaws amendments which were 
distributed to board members on January 22 and January 28 (proposed changes are highlighted in 
yellow).  Members had questions concerning proposals #8 and #14.  Proposal #8 was referred back 
to committee.  The motion that proposed amendment #14 be recommended to the voting 
membership at the 2021 convention was processed by itself.  Motion Passed. 
 
Bylaws and Policy Committee Chairman Carol Vallens then moved on behalf of the committee that 
amendment items 1-7, 9-13 and 15-17 be recommended to the voting membership at the 2021 
convention.  Motion Passed. 
 
1. Article IV: Membership & Dues, Section 3 (d) page 79 
 
Now Reads:      
Sec. 3. (d) The per capita dues of any new club or associate plant society shall  
accompany application for membership. New clubs, associate plant societies and  
affiliates joining between January 1 and June 30 shall pay one half of the annual dues  
for the period up to June 30. They shall be ratified at the winter board meeting or the  
pre-convention meeting and shall be entitled to representation at the convention. 
 
To Read: 
Sec. 3. (d) The per capita dues of any new club or associate plant society shall  
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accompany application for membership. New clubs and associate plant societies joining  
between January 1 and June 30 shall pay one half of the annual dues for the period up  
to June 30. They shall be ratified at the winter board meeting or the pre-convention  
meeting and shall be entitled to representation at the convention. 
 
Rationale:  
Delete “and affiliates.”  This is inconsistent with Articles IV. Sec. 1. and X. Sec. 4. Affiliates do not 
have representation at convention.   
 
2.  Article V: Officers and Their Duties, Section 3 (b) page 80 

Now Reads: 
Sec. 3. (b) The vice-presidents, in their order, shall: (a) perform the duties of the president  
in the absence of or at the request of the president; and (b) accept a chairmanship as  
assigned by the president. The first vice-president shall become president-elect at the  
close of the convention preceding the election year. 
 
To Read:      
Sec. 3.  (b) accept a chairmanship as assigned by the president. The first vice-president  
shall become president-elect at the close of the convention or on July 1 (whichever comes  
first) preceding the election year. 
 
Rationale: 
To designate that the first vice-president officially becomes president-elect in the event that there is 
no convention preceding the election year. 

 
3.  Article V: Officers and Their Duties, Section 9 (d) page 81 
 
Now Reads: 
Sec. 9. (d) The parliamentarian shall: (d) give instruction to the nominating committee  
following the organizational board meeting; and 
 
To Read: 
Sec.  9. (d) The parliamentarian shall: (d) give instruction to the nominating committee  
following its election and advise the nominating committee as requested.  
  
Rationale:  
The organizational board meeting is generally the final meeting at a convention, after which 
attendees are anxious to check out of the hotel and head home. This has provided for rushed and 
confused meetings with the nominating committee. The change provides flexibility for a more 
meaningful meeting to be scheduled at any time following the election of the committee. This 
authorizes the parliamentarian to meet with/advise the committee throughout the term as is 
sometimes requested in current practice. 

 
4. Article VI: Nominations and Elections, Section 1. (C) Elections: 1. page 81 

 
Now Reads: 
Sec. 1. (C) 1. At convention, after the nominating committee has presented its report and before 
voting for the different officers takes place, the chair must call further nominations from the 
floor. 
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To Read: 
Sec.1. (C) 1. At convention, after the nominating committee has presented its report and before 
voting for the different officers takes place, the chair must call for further nominations from the 
floor. 
 
Rationale: 
This is to correct a typo and insert the word that was left out (for). 
 
5. Article VI: Nominations and Elections, Section 1. (C) 6 page 82 
 
Now Reads: 
Sec. 1. (C) 6. In the event of an emergency and cancellation of convention, the executive committee 
shall conduct the election by mail (electronic or postal).  
 
To Read: 
Sec. 1. (C) 6. In the event of an emergency and cancellation of convention, the executive committee 
shall conduct the election by the board of directors by an electronic meeting or by mail (electronic 
or postal).  
 
Rationale: Provides for an election when an in-person meeting is not feasible. 
 
6. Article VI: Nominations and Elections, Section 2 Nominating Committee: (A)1 page 82 
 
(A)  When elected and term of office: 
 
Now Reads: 
1. A nominating committee of seven (7) shall be elected following the election of officers at the 
convention in odd-numbered years.   
 
To Read: 
1. A nominating committee of seven shall be elected following the election of officers at the 
convention in odd-numbered years.  In the event of an emergency and cancellation of convention, 
the executive committee shall conduct the election of the nominating committee by the board of 
directors by an electronic meeting or by mail (electronic or postal). 
 
Rationale: Provides for an election when an in-person meeting is not feasible. Removal of the number 
because it is outdated and brings us up to date with current practices. 

 
7. Article VII: Board of Directors, Section 7 page 83 
 
Now Reads: 
Sec. 7. Business of the board of directors (including all committees and the board of  
trustees) may be conducted by mail (electronic or postal) or by electronic communication  
(provided all members may simultaneously hear each other and participate during the  
meeting) A report of any action taken by the board of directors by mail or by electronic  
communication shall be announced and made part of the minutes of the next board meeting. 
 
To Read: 
Sec. 7. Business of the board of directors (including all committees and the board of  
trustees) may be conducted by electronic meeting or by mail (electronic or postal),  
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A report of any action taken by the board of directors by mail or by electronic meeting  
shall be announced and made part of the minutes of the next board meeting. 
 
Rationale: Makes the language consistent with the other places where electronic  
meetings were added. 
 
8. Article VIII: Executive Committee, Section 1 page 83 
 
Now Reads: 
Sec. 1. Executive committee shall consist of president, vice presidents, recording, corresponding and 
financial secretaries, treasurer, communications director, and parliamentarian. A majority shall 
constitute a quorum.  
 
To Read: 
Sec. 1. Executive committee shall consist of the elected and appointed officers. A majority shall 
constitute a quorum.  
 
Rationale:  
Officers are already defined in Article V, Section 1.  Proposed language simplifies and allows for this 
section to remain unchanged if there are future changes in the number or titles of officers. 
 
Board of Trustees Chairman Julie A. West moved that Proposal #8 be sent back to committee.  
Motion Passed. 
 
9. Article VIII: Executive Committee, Section 2 page 83 
 
Now Reads: 
Sec. 2. The committee shall meet at the call of the president for the purpose of transacting any 
necessary business between board meetings. Any recommendations or actions taken shall be made 
part of the minutes of the next board meeting. 
 
To Read: 
Sec. 2. The committee shall meet at least three times a year: immediately preceding the Fall Board 
and Winter Board Meetings; and immediately preceding the pre-convention meeting. Additional 
meetings may be called by the President. The committee shall meet at the call of the president for 
the purpose of transacting any necessary business between board meetings. Any recommendations 
or actions taken shall be made part of the minutes of the next board meeting. 
 
Rationale:  
Define the longstanding practice of holding at least three meetings per year prior to meetings of the 
board of directors. Provide that additional meetings may be held. 
 
10.  Article VIII: Executive Committee, Section 3 page 83-84 
 
Now Reads: 
Sec. 3. The committee may conduct business by mail (electronic or postal) or telephone  
conference when necessary. Any action taken shall be announced and made a part of  
the minutes of the next executive committee meeting. 
  
To Read: 
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Sec. 3. The committee may conduct business by electronic meeting or by mail (electronic  
or postal). Any action taken shall be announced and made a part of the minutes of the  
next executive committee meeting. 
 
Rationale: 
This makes the wording consistent with the language used in other sections of the bylaws. 
 
11. Article VIII: Executive Committee, Section 4 (New)  
 
To Read: 
Sec. 4. The incoming committee may meet during the time of the convention  
in the odd-numbered years.  
 
Rationale: 
Authorizes the long-standing practice allowing the incoming executive committee to meet and plan 
for its administration prior to being installed and taking office. 

 
12.  Article VIII: Executive Committee, Section 5 (New) 
 
To Read: 
Sec. 5. In the event of a local, state or national emergency, disaster or crisis, all corporate business 
may be conducted by committee with actions taken to be ratified by the board of directors at the 
next board of directors meeting.  Exception: election of officers and nominating committee and 
amending of the bylaws shall be conducted by the board of directors. 
 
Rationale: This clarifies the responsibilities of the executive committee in an emergency. 
 
13.  Article XI: Annual Meetings, Section 1 page 84-85 
 
Now Reads:  
Sec. 1. An annual meeting (a convention) shall be held before the end of the fiscal year, place and 
date to be recommended by the board of directors and approved by the voting membership. In an 
emergency, the board of directors by a two-thirds vote may cancel a convention or may change the 
place and date. In the event of a national crisis, all corporation business may be conducted at a 
meeting of the board of directors.      
 
To Read: 
Sec. 1. An annual meeting (a convention) shall be held before the end of the fiscal year, place and 
date to be recommended by the board of directors and approved by the voting membership. In the 
event of a local, state or national emergency, disaster or crisis, the executive committee may cancel 
a convention or may change the place and date.  All corporate business (with exception of election 
of officers and nominating committee and amending of the bylaws) may be conducted by the 
executive committee. 
.      
Rationale: 
This better defines the types of emergencies that would necessitate cancellation of a convention and 
empowers the executive committee to proceed in conducting the business of the corporation. 
 
 
 



2021 Winter Board Meeting Minutes – Virtual Meeting 
 

9 

14.  Article XII: Finances, Section 6 (d), page 86  
 
Now Reads: 
Sec. 6. (d) PRGC director’s reimbursement of up to $2,000.00 annually for verified expenses when 
the director is from California. 
 
To Read: 
Sec. 6. (d) Pacific Region Director's reimbursement of up to $2,000 annually for verified expenses 
when the director is from California in its state rotation and when PRGC/NGC budgeted funds 
are expended. 
 
Rationale: 
The 8 states of PRGC take a turn in rotation serving as Pacific Region Director. It is not the intent of 
this bylaw to be primary in expense reimbursement nor for anyone from California to serve on 
behalf of other states when it is that state's turn in rotation. The budgeted amount from CGCI should 
be excess to supplement the money budgeted by PRGC/NGC and restricted to when it’s California’s 
turn. 
 
15.  Article XIV: Board of Trustees, Section 1 page 86-87 
 
Now Reads: 
Sec. 1. The board of trustees shall consist of six (6) members, two of whom shall be replaced each 
even-numbered year, to serve for a six-year term. In the even-numbered year, the immediate past 
president shall be extended the option to become a member, and the president shall appoint a 
member who has served on the board of directors. Assumption of duties shall commence at the 
close of convention. No trustee shall serve concurrently as an officer. 
 
To Read: 
Sec.1. The board of trustees shall consist of six members, two of whom shall be replaced each even-
numbered year, to serve for a six-year term. In the even-numbered year, the immediate past 
president shall be extended the option to become a member, and the president shall appoint a 
member who has served on the board of directors. Assumption of duties shall commence at the 
close of convention or July 1 (whichever occurs first). No trustee shall serve concurrently as an 
officer. 
 
Rationale: 
Allows for office to begin in the event that there is no convention. Removal of the number because it is 
outdated and brings us up to date with current practices. 
 
16.  Article XVIII: Parliamentary Authority Page 88 
 
Now Reads: 
The rules contained in the current edition of Roberts Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the 
corporation in all cases to which they are applicable and consistent with these bylaws and any 
special rules of order the corporation may adopt. 
 
To Read: 
The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the 
corporation in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with 
these bylaws and any special rules of order the corporation may adopt. 
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Rationale:  
This is the suggested language provided in Robert’s Rules of Order. 
 
17.  Article XX: Amendments, Section 4 page 88 
 
Now Reads: 
Sec. 4. Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote by mail (electronic or postal) ballot if a 
convention cannot be held. 
 
To Read: 
Sec.4. Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the board of directors by electronic meeting 
or by mail (electronic or postal) if a convention cannot be held. 
 
Rationale: 
To specify that as stated elsewhere in these bylaws, it is the board of directors who may amend 
bylaws in the absence of a convention and to allow for this to be done without an in-person 
meeting. 
 
All proposed amended Bylaws 1 – 17, with the exception of 8, are to be sent to be considered for 
voting by the membership at the 2021 convention. 
 

Proposed Standing Rules 
 
Bylaws and Policy Committee Chairman Carol Vallens moved on behalf of the Committee to amend 
the following Standing Rules.  

Proposed Standing Rules Changes 
 

18.  Standing Rule # 5 page 89 
  
Now Reads: 
The president shall appoint a vice president, preferably the third vice president, to chair the bylaws 
and policy committee which shall include the praliamentarian and five (5) additional members. The 
other vice presidents may attend the meetings and participate except for the right to make motions 
and the right to vote. 
 
To Read: 
The president shall appoint a vice president to chair the bylaws and policy committee which shall 
include the parliamentarian and five additional members for a total of seven members. The other 
vice presidents may attend the meetings and participate without voice or vote. 
Motion Passed as Amended. 
 
Rationale:  
In the current configuration of the executive committee the third vice president is the membership chairman. 
Giving the third vice president this chairmanship too is too much for one person to handle at the same time.  
Also correct the spelling of parliamentarian. Removal of the number because it is outdated and brings us up 
to date with current practices.  

 
19.  Standing Rule # 44 page 90 
 
Now Reads: 
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CGCI credit card shall be issued to the President and first Vice-President/President-Elect for CGCI 
budgeted expenses. 
 
To Read: 
Remove from standing rules. (Remember to renumber standing rules 45 and 46) - since the 
deletion of this standing rule will cause the current standing rule 45 and 46 to become 44 and 45.  
Motion Passed. 
 
Rationale: 
It has become too difficult to get banks at the current time to issue credit cards, because we are a 
Non-Profit and we don’t have a personal guarantor. 
 
20.  Standing Rule # 53 page 90  
 
Now Reads: 
The president is responsible for the agenda and plans the program with the host district chairman 
for board meetings and conventions. 

 
To Read: 
The president is responsible for the agenda and plans the program with the host district or club 
chairman for board meetings or conventions.  Motion Passed. 
 
Rationale: 
For clarification to include the possibility of a club being the host of a board meeting or a 
convention as changed in other sections of the bylaws last year. 
 
Changes to Standing Rules are effective immediately. 
 
Awards Committee Chairman Pat Clayes reported the awards for Man of the Year and Woman of the 
Year will be combined to Person of the Year. 
 
Board of Trustees Chairman Julie A. West reported.  See Attachment D. 
 
President’s Project Chairman Julie A. West reported.  See Attachment D. 
 
Nominating Committee Chairman Martha Smyser reported the slate of officers to be voted on at the 
2021 Convention. 
President - Lynne Batchelor                               Corresponding Secretary – Milly Benson 
1st Vice-President – Carol Vallens                     Financial Secretary – Sherry Molinari 
2nd Vice-President – Adele Kelly                        Treasurer – George Perko 
3rd Vice-President – Marlene Kinney                Communications Director – Kathy Taylor de Murillo 
Recording Secretary – Gail Vanderhorst 
 
Scholarship Chairman Martha Smyser reported the scholarship winners. 
Grace C. Mackey, Junior at Cal Poly – SLO – Robert L. Gordon Scholarship    $2,000.00 
Ellie Foster, Senior at SSU for UC Davis Graduate – Krystal Migliore Scholarship - $2,000.00 
Clair Beale, Graduate student at CSU-Chico – President’s Project Scholarship - $1,500.00 
See Attachment D. 
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Group Tax Exemption Program (GTEP) Chairman Sue Bennett reported (See Attachment D) and 
moved to ratify two new districts to join the Group Tax Exemption Program. 
Montana de Oro District 
Palms to Pines District. 
Motion Passed. 

The following three clubs were approved to join the Group Tax Exemption Program at previous EC 
meetings, and now need to be ratified by the Board of Directors to be included in the Group Tax 
Exemption Program. GTEP Chairman Sue Bennett moved to ratify:  
Auburn Golden Gardeners, Inc. – Golden Foothills District 
Green Valle Garden Club Est. 1965 – Palomar District 
Knights Ferry Garden Club – Valley Lode District 
Motion Passed. 

The removal of the following club from the Group Tax Exemption Program at a previous EC meeting 
now needs to be ratified by the Board of Directors to be excluded from GTEP, so Chairman Bennett 
moved to ratify the removal of Gates Cactus & Succulent Society (Palms to Pines District) from 
the Group Tax Exemption Program. 
Motion Passed. 
 
California Consultants Council Chairman Sue Bennett reported.  See Attachment D. 
 
Pacific Region Director Robin Pokorski reported about the region. 
 
Former CGCI President Robin Pokorski gave the first reading of the resolution for a proposed State 
Project at Conejo Valley Botanic Garden. 

 
Recording Secretary Gail Vanderhorst reported for Life Membership Chairman Carlotta Wixon-
Welker (See Attachment D) and moved to ratify the following new Life Memberships.  Motion 
Passed. 
Pat Tjosaas – San Fernando Valley District 
Cindy Moore – Luther Burbank District 
Hank Vanderhorst – San Fernando Valley District 
Trish Schooley – Orange County District 
Deanna Statler – Luther Burbank District 
Dorothy Hunter – Bay Ocean District 
 
President Shane Looper made announcements. 
 
Per Bylaws Article VII – Board of Directors, Section 7, “A report of any action taken by the board of 
directors by mail or by electronic communication shall be announced and made part of the minutes 
of the next board meeting.”  It was announced at this Winter Board Meeting that: 
 
1) Seventy-seven board members voted by webform during the period March 19 to March 21, 

2020 to cancel the 2020 convention due to the coronavirus pandemic.  There were no votes in 
opposition. 

2) Seventy-one board members voted by webform during the period May 5 to May 12, 2020 to 
approve bylaws amendments that were proposed at the 2020 Winter Board Meeting.  Per 
Article XI – Annual Meetings, Section 1, in the event of a national crisis all corporation business 
may be conducted by the board of directors.  Per Article XX – Amendments, Section 4, bylaws 
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may be amended by two-thirds vote by mail (electronic or postal) if a convention cannot be 
held.  There were 71 yes votes on all items but #7, which had 70 yes votes.  Therefore, all 
proposed amendments were adopted.  See Attachment F. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 3:10 p.m. to be followed by the President’s Jewelry Box Fundraiser and 
Zoom Happy Hour. 
 
 
 
 
Gail Vanderhorst_______________________________Date_________________________________ 
Recording Secretary 
 
 



Dec 31, 20

ASSETS
Current Assets

Checking/Savings
10100 · Cash in Checking Accounts

10102a BofA CGCI Checking 73,972.28
10101 · BofA Business MMA  .03% 71,906.13
10105 · Symposium BofA Checking 8298 3,500.00
10106 · Events BofA Checking 4,000.00

Total 10100 · Cash in Checking Accounts 153,378.41

Total Checking/Savings 153,378.41

Accounts Receivable
11000 · Accounts Receivable 5.00

Total Accounts Receivable 5.00

Total Current Assets 153,383.41

Other Assets
18000 · Prepaid Deposits 1,000.00
18500 · US Bank CD #7664 8/8/21  0.15% 138,053.57
18600 · US Bank CD #3594 12/24/21 1.49% 100,965.81
19000 · CGCI Endowment

19110 · Vanguard Endowment-CGCI 51,171.00
19150 · Allowance for Change FMV Vgd 34,178.02

Total 19000 · CGCI Endowment 85,349.02

19500 · Scholarship Endowment
19610 · Vanguard Endowment-Scholarship 98,150.03
19650 · Allowance for Change FMV Vngd 59,776.13

Total 19500 · Scholarship Endowment 157,926.16

Total Other Assets 483,294.56

TOTAL ASSETS 636,677.97

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable

20000 · Accounts Payable 8,650.00

Total Accounts Payable 8,650.00

Other Current Liabilities
20005 · Commitment for Marker Restorati 8,050.00

Total Other Current Liabilities 8,050.00

Total Current Liabilities 16,700.00

Total Liabilities 16,700.00

Equity
30500 · Net Assets w/o Donor Restrict'n

30700 · General Activities
30701 · Available General Activities 193,508.56

Total 30700 · General Activities 193,508.56

31000 · Board Designated Net Assets
31001 · Blue Star Memorial 3,688.43
31002 · Educational Schools 5,099.66
31007 · Honor Book 6,325.67
31009 · Liability Insurance 82,315.77
31011 · Symposium

31011-1 · Symposium Reserve 14,208.78
31011-2 · Symposium Checking 3,500.00

Total 31011 · Symposium 17,708.78
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Dec 31, 20

31012 · Wildflower Conference
31012-1 · Wildflower Conf Reserve 16,726.93

Total 31012 · Wildflower Conference 16,726.93

31013 · Youth Fund 1,542.48
31016 · CGCI Endowment 40,000.00
31017 · State Projects 8,000.00
31025 · Scholarship Endowment 15,000.00

Total 31000 · Board Designated Net Assets 196,407.72

Total 30500 · Net Assets w/o Donor Restrict'n 389,916.28

31400 · Net Assets w/ Donor Restrict'ns
31500 · Net Assets w/ Restriction--Temp

31501 · Awards 7,320.35
31503 · E. Miller Memorial Fund 3,250.00
31504 · H. Minor Memorial Fund 3,713.65
31509 · Judges Council 872.33
31511 · Presidents Projects

31511E · 2019-21 President's Project 8,450.28

Total 31511 · Presidents Projects 8,450.28

31512 · Project Mission Blue 485.53
31513 · Scholarship Donations Life Mbr 10,011.47

31514 · Endowment Marketing & Publicity 629.55
31516 · Anza-Borrego Desert Project 306.49
31517 · Scholarship Endowment Income 41,421.77
31518 · Sempervirens Fund 1,484.09
31519 · California Consultants Council 6,084.43

Total 31500 · Net Assets w/ Restriction--Temp 84,029.94

31800 · Net Assets w/ Restrict'n--Perma
31805 · Endowment - CGCI 11,171.00
31806 · Endowment CGCI to Tnsf 750.00
31810 · Endowment -Scholarship 83,150.03
31811 · Endowment S/ship to Tnsf 7,039.25

Total 31800 · Net Assets w/ Restrict'n--Perma 102,110.28

Total 31400 · Net Assets w/ Donor Restrict'ns 186,140.22

32000 · Retained Earnings -0.13
Net Income 43,921.60

Total Equity 619,977.97

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 636,677.97
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Jul - Dec 20

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

5000 · Revenue
5001 · Contributions/Donations

5001A · Amazon Smile donations 18.15
5001 · Contributions/Donations - Other 1.00

Total 5001 · Contributions/Donations 19.15

Total 5000 · Revenue 19.15

5200 · Dues
5201 · Dues - Affiliates 50.00
5202 · Dues - APS 9,352.75
5203 · Dues - Clubs 35,255.51

Total 5200 · Dues 44,658.26

5401 · Group Exemption Fees 525.00
5601 · Interest 1,418.21
5700 · Membership

5702 · Membership Cards 213.35

Total 5700 · Membership 213.35

5800 · Miscellaneous Income
5803 · 3 Year Calendars 5.00

Total 5800 · Miscellaneous Income 5.00

6001 · Scholarship - Transfer Funds 0.00
6101 · State Pins and Misc. Sales 184.00

Total Income 47,022.97

Gross Profit 47,022.97

Expense
100 · Administration Expense

1001 · Yearbook Printing 2,251.96
102 · External Treasurer 900.00
301 · Dues - NGC 19,568.00
302 · Dues - NGC Youth 10.00
303 · Dues - Pacific Region 360.00
500 · Filing Fees & Taxes

502 · Franchise Tax Board 10.00

Total 500 · Filing Fees & Taxes 10.00

705 · PO Box Annual Fee 162.00
801 · Vonage 888# 280.65
901 · Website 2,440.00

Total 100 · Administration Expense 25,982.61

1500 · Chairman Expenses
1504 · Associate Plant Societies 45.30

Total 1500 · Chairman Expenses 45.30

1600 · Chairman with Special Funding
1601 · Awards

1601.A · Awards Expense 359.85
1601.B · Awards Mailing/Postage 119.43

Total 1601 · Awards 479.28

1605 · Membership - 3rd VP 194.30
1607 · State Pins & Misc Sales (50%) 719.60

Total 1600 · Chairman with Special Funding 1,393.18

1700 · District Directors
1703 · Bay Ocean 100.30

Total 1700 · District Directors 100.30

6:28 PM California Garden Clubs, Inc
01/12/21 Profit & Loss
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Jul - Dec 20

1800 · Membership Expense
1802 · Membership Cards (printing) 288.35
1805 · Organization Locator Service 278.00

Total 1800 · Membership Expense 566.35

1900 · Officers Expenses
1905 · President-CA Tvl & Office 43.70
1920 · Incoming President's Honorium 200.00

Total 1900 · Officers Expenses 243.70

2000 · Other Expenses
3101 · Scholarship (4 at $2000) (2 add 4,000.00

Total 2000 · Other Expenses 4,000.00

4000 · Miscellaneous Expenses
4002 · Bank Charges

4002A · PayPal merchant charges 10.92

Total 4002 · Bank Charges 10.92

4015 · NGC Award sponsored CB-1 (#20) 100.00

Total 4000 · Miscellaneous Expenses 110.92

Total Expense 32,442.36

Net Ordinary Income 14,580.61

Other Income/Expense
Other Income

7000 · Investment Income
7001 · Investment Inc-Endowment CGCI 975.72
7002 · Investment Inc-Endowment S/Ship 1,819.43

Total 7000 · Investment Income 2,795.15

Total Other Income 2,795.15

Other Expense
7500 · Investment Exp/(Gain)/Loss

7501 · Investment(Gain)Loss-Endow CGCI -9,960.97
7502 · Investment(Gain)Loss-Endow S/Sh -16,584.87

Total 7500 · Investment Exp/(Gain)/Loss -26,545.84

Total Other Expense -26,545.84

Net Other Income 29,340.99

Net Income 43,921.60
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Attachment B 

Officers’ Reports 
 

Financial Secretary, Rita Desilets 
The Financial Secretary continues to work closely with the Treasurer, seeking to process Requests 
for Payment in a timely manner. Chairmen and District Directors need to know the correct line code 
when requesting reimbursement for approved expenses. Feel free to contact me if you are unsure of 
the line code or cannot find it in the budget. Save a stamp by using the form on the CGCI website, 
scanning your receipts and emailing them to the Financial Secretary. 
 
Parliamentarian, Greg Pokorski 
This officer participates in the review of minutes following each meeting, works with the president 
to prepare for each meeting, participates in the Bylaws & Policy Committee, advises the Nominating 
Committee and responds to club and district parliamentary inquiries. 
 
While we have not had a board meeting for a year due to the pandemic, there have been eight 
Executive Committee meetings and several meetings of the Bylaws & Policy Committee. 
The pandemic brought more bylaws questions and issues than usual, so this officer has written 
parliamentary articles for Golden Gardens eNews and WACONIAH, the Pacific Region publication, 
and presented a Pacific Region parliamentary workshop on Zoom, and attended many Zoom 
parliamentary meetings and webinars – education continues – parliamentary procedure is a 
continuous learning experience. 
 
Bylaws and Standing Rules proposed at the 2020 Winter Board Meeting were enacted by electronic 
ballot last May in lieu of a 2020 convention.  These are included in the 2020-2021 Yearbook, Manual 
& Roster.  Refer only to these current versions of our governing documents. 
 
The 12th edition of Robert’s Rules of Order was released in late August.  All organizations, including 
most or all of our clubs and districts, that use Robert’s as their parliamentary authority should now 
be using the 12th edition. 
 
With limited oral reporting at this meeting, chairmen and district directors should especially use 
the Rules of Order requirement to submit brief reports to the Recording Secretary for attachment to 
the minutes to your advantage to highlight and promote your accomplishments and your goals. 
 
All districts should be represented at all state meetings.  If the District Director cannot attend, 
remember to request to be excused by the President and send your assistant or official alternate to 
these meetings.  Your alternate will have a vote, but we need to know who any alternates are. 
 
Our next meeting is convention.  All member clubs are entitled to representation by the president 
or the official alternate of the president, and by delegates, based on the number of club members.  
Encourage your clubs to attend and participate and learn about their organization.  Watch for 
instructions in the Call about the credentialing process.  Individuals cannot merely designate 
themselves as club delegates – they must be elected or appointed by their clubs. 
 
Every two years, we elect a Nominating Committee to select candidates to serve as officers in the 
following term.  We will be doing that at convention this year.  All districts except the seven 
currently serving are eligible for representation on the next Nominating Committee.  Eligible 
districts should now be Identifying eligible nominating committee candidates to be nominated at 
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convention to represent your district by serving on this most important committee in the next term.  
This information was shared with District Directors at their Forum last week.  Obtain more 
information about this from members of the current Nominating Committee or this officer. 
It is a pleasure to serve CGCI and our President in this office. 
 
3rd Vice-President, Adele Kelly 
Current Membership 
Number Paid as of January 25, 2021 
Clubs  250 (12,880) 
APSs    49   (3,735) 
Affiliates          1  
Total             300 (16,615) 
The following CGCI clubs have disbanded: 
Belmont Garden Club, Bay Ocean District, 10 members 
Cardiff Garden Club, Palomar District, 10 members 
Peninsula Succulent Club, Bay Ocean District, 10 members 
San Carlos Garden Club, Palomar District, 20 members  
 
The following clubs and APSs have been dropped due to non-payment of membership dues: 
Clubs: 
Horticulture Club of Solano Community College, Sacramento River Valley District, 45 members 
La Mesa Beautiful, Inc., Palomar District, 50 members  
 
APSs: 
American Begonia Society, Doug Frost Branch, 15 members  
California Sierra Nevada Judging Center, 21 members  
Los Angeles International Fern Society, 108 members  
Orange County Master Gardeners, Inc., 46 members  
San Francisco Succulent and Cactus Society, 222 members 
 
President-elect, Lynne Batchelor  
I want to begin by thanking all of the District Directors and State Chairmen who have been willing 
to continue to serve CGCI during my term 2021-2023. Your dedication, enthusiasm, wisdom and 
extensive experience provide the continuity which binds our organization together. I am blessed 
that we are on the same leadership team. I want to provide a smooth transition for the Vice 
Presidents who will follow me as President, so I hope you are mentoring an assistant who can help 
support you and provide new ideas and perspectives for us. If you can lend us your talents, please 
let me know as I have 4 unfilled chairmanships. 
 
If you or someone you know has an idea for a new committee or project to benefit our organization, 
please let me know. I welcome new ideas, committees, projects and connections to keep CGCI vital, 
relevant and growing. 
 
I hope that soon we will all have received our Fauci ouchies and will be cleared to meet in person. 
When we are together again, I need clubs or districts to host.  Hosting provides wonderful 
opportunities to grow together, to build camaraderie, to introduce your area to others not fortunate 
enough to live there, and to make money. In addition, our own Remarkable R Team (Robin and Rita) 
will handle registration, meal tickets, badges and the booklets.  What could be better? 
I am pleased to do the first reading of the resolution for my President’s Project which will be to 
provide gardens (and signage for them) at the new garden area opened by the San Diego River 
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Foundation which will unite the entire 52 miles of the San Diego River with paths and provide 
educational opportunities for students and adults. It is across from the stadium so you will be able 
to visit it when in San Diego. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you at convention! 
 
President, Shane Looper 
Since the Winter Board Meeting on the Queen Mary many things have transpired including COVID-
19.  Your executive committee has met each month by telephone conference and virtually.  A big 
thank you to 2nd Vice President, Carol Vallens. She has been training our zoom team which includes 
President-Elect Lynne Batchelor, 3rd Vice President Adele Kelly and Communications Director 
Kathy Taylor de Murillo.  Without their assistance this virtual meeting would not have taken place.  
 
I was able to visit two districts in person - San Fernando Valley and Montana de Oro. And attend 
Course 1 - Gardening School in Valley Lode District.    
 
The PO Box has been changed to San Fernando and Robin Pokorski is Chairman.  Thank you to 
David West the former chairman who is moving to Nebraska. 
 
As shelter in place had been in effect for ten months many clubs and associate plant societies are 
meeting by virtual telecommunications or meeting in the outdoors.  This President has received 
numerous newsletters and has been to a few zoom meetings.  Now that we are all staying home 
including this President, I am available to attend your district meetings and club meetings by zoom. 
Just let me know. 
 
 

Attachment C 
California Garden Clubs, Inc. 

Budget 2020-2021  
Line 
Code Description Budget  
      
  Revenue    
5001 Contributions/Donations 500 
5001A Amazon Smile Donations 50 
5101 Convention Profit 2,000 
      
  Dues   
5201 Dues-Affiliates 2 x $50=$100 100 
5202 Dues-APS 4893 x $2.75 = $13456 13,500 
5203 Dues-Clubs 14,583 x $2.75 = $40,103 40,200 
5301 Fundraising Revenue 0 
5401 Group Tax Exemption Program Fees 1,500 
5601 Interest 3,000 
      
  Membership   
5701 Membership Banners 100 
5702 Membership Cards  300 
5703 Member Award of Distinction 200 
      
  Miscellaneous Income   
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5801 Bad check fees reimbursements 0 
5803 3 Year Calendars 500 
5804 Program Speakers Refund 0 
5805 NGC/PR Refund 0 
5806 Penny Pines 0 
5807 CGCI Hosted Meetings 0 
5808 CGCI Hosted NGC/PR Conventions 0 
6001 Scholarship - transfer from Scholarship Fund  5,500 
6101 State Pins & Miscellaneous Sales 1,200 
6301 Yearbook Sales 1,000 
  Total Revenue 69,650 
      
  Expenses   
  Administration   
101 Auditor 5,000 
102 External Treasurer 3,600 
201 Directors & Officers Insurance 2,500 
301 Dues-NGC  $1 per capita for APS & Clubs 19,500 
302 Dues-NGC  Youth 10 
303 Dues-Pacific Region 360 
401 Crime Insurance Package 1,200 
402 Quickbooks 3 users  0 
402A Quickbooks support 500 
403 Expense-Administration 0 
501 Attorney General 50 
502 Franchise Tax Board 10 
503 CA Dept of Tax & Fee Admin. 400 
504 Secretary of State Form SI-100 even yrs 20 
505 CA Trademark/logo fee Due 8/15/22 0 
506 State Raffle Permit 20 
701 Office Supplies 500 
705 PO Box Annual Fee 100 
801 Vonage 888#  $33.00 @ month x 12 400 
802 CGCI Virtual Meetings 350 
901 Website 2,440 
1001 Yearbook Printing   5,000 
  Total Administration 41,960 
      
  Chairman Expenses   
1501 Amenities & Protocol 50 
1502 Arbor Day 50 
1503 Arboreta/Botanic Gardens of CA 50 
1504 Associate Plant Societies 50 
1505 Awards Finance 50 
1506 Backyard Habitat  50 
1507 Blue Star Memorials - Co-Chair 1 50 
1508 Blue Star Memorials - Co-Chair 2 50 
1509 Budget & Finance (copies) 50 
1510 Business Commendations & Discounts 50 
1511 Bylaws & Policy (copies) 50 
1512 Civic/Community Beautification 50 
1513 California Native Plants 50 
1514 Natural Resources 0 
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1515 Educational Schools Finance 50 
1516 Environmental Schools 50 
1517 Floral Design Education  0 
1518 DD Mailbox Chairman 0 
1519 Flower Show Awards 50 
1520 Flower Show Judges Credentials 50 
1521 Flower Show Schedules 50 
1522 Flower Show Schools Team Chair 50 
1523 Flower Show Symposium 50 
1524 Anza Borrego Desert State Park 50 
1525 Gardening Schools 50 
1526 Garden Therapy 50 
1527 GGNPC Mission Blue Project Phase II 50 
1528 Memorial Gardens 50 
1529 Veggies/Herbs 0 
1530 Home Grown 50 
1531 Honor Book 50 
1532 Horticulture  50 
1533 New Cultivars 50 
1534 Landscape Design Schools 50 
1536 Master Gardener Liaison 0 
1537 National Garden Week 50 
1538 Shrubs/Trees 50 
1539 Penny Pines  50 
1540 Roses 50 
1541 Program & Speaker Registry 0 
1542 Memorial Garden for the Fallen 0 
1543 Reforestation and Restoration 0 
1544 Scholarships - Chair 1 50 
1545 Scholarships - Chair 2 0 
1546 Publicity 50 
1547 Sempervirens Fund 50 
1548 California State Parks 50 
1549 Member Award of Distinction 50 
1550 Strategic Planning 50 
1551 Invasive Plants 50 
1552 Vermiculture / Vermicomposting 50 
1553 Website 50 
1554 Operation Wildflower 50 
1555 Wildlife (incl. bees/butterflies/insects) 50 
1556 Birds 50 
1557 Certificates (long-term service) 50 
1558 Board of Trustees incl. Endowments 50 
1559 Legislation/Government 50 
1560 Pacific Region Director's Project 0 
1561 Golden Legacy Society 50 
1562 PO Box Chairman 50 
1563 Water Conservation 50 
1564 Rare Plant Treasure Hunt 0 
1565 Reuse, Recycle, Repurpose 50 
1566 Stagecoach Hill Azalea Reserve 0 
1567 Donation Administrator 50 
1568 No. Am. Butterfly Assoc. (NABA) 0 
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1569 Stamps 50 
1570 Leadership Chairman 0 
1571 Photo Roster 0 
1572 Outreach (Resource & Community) 0 
1573 San Francisco Flower & Garden Show 50 
1574 Environmental Art 50 
1575 Workshop/Events  50 
1576 Rose Parade 50 
1577 Endowment Fund Promotions 50 
  Total Chairman Expenses 3,000 
      
  Chairman Expenses with Special Funding   
1535 Life Membership 100 
1601A Awards  850 
1601B Awards mailing/postage 150 
1602 Chairmen Coordinator 100 
1603 District Director Coordinator 100 
1604 Group Tax Exemption Program Chairman 200 
1605 Membership-Including Dues Bills, Admin, Certs, & APS  500 
1606 Smokey Bear Poster Contest 150 
1607 State Pins & Misc. Sales  (50% of sales) 900 
1608 Yearbook Chairman - including distribution/mailing  300 
1609 Youth Activities- Awards, Admin, Essay, Hort. & Liaisons 250 
1610 Procedure Committee 150 
  Total Chairman with Special Funding 3,750 
      
  District Director Expenses   
1701 Arboretum 100 
1702 Bay Bridges 100 
1703 Bay Ocean 100 
1704 Buttes 100 
1705 Cascade 100 
1706 Channel Islands 100 
1707 Costa Verde 100 
1708 Desert Empire 100 
1709 Diablo Foothills 100 
1710 Golden Foothills 100 
1711 Greater Los Angeles 100 
1712 Humboldt 100 
1713 Luther Burbank 100 
1714 Mendo-Lake 100 
1715 Montana de Oro 100 
1717 Orange County 100 
1718 Palms to Pines 100 
1719 Palomar 100 
1720 Roadrunner 100 
1721 Sacramento River Valley 100 
1722 San Fernando Valley 100 
1723 Santa Clara Valley 100 
1724 Sequoia Foothills 100 
1725 Top O' the State 100 
1726 Valley Lode 100 
1727 Yosemite Gateway 100 



2021 Winter Board Meeting Minutes – Virtual Meeting 
 

21 

  Total District Director Expenses 2,600 
      
  Membership    
1801 Membership Banners 50 
1802 Membership Cards (printing) 300 
1803 Membership - bookmarks, brochures 1,500 
1804 Misc. Dues Refunds 0 
1805 Organization Locator Service 300 
  Total Membership Expenses 2,150 
      
  Officers Expenses   
1901 1st Vice President (year before Pres.Elect) 0 
1901A 2nd Vice President 100 
1901B 3rd Vice President 100 
1902 Corresponding Secretary 150 
1903 Financial Secretary 150 
1904 Parliamentarian 50 
1905 President, CA Travel & Office  10,000 
1906 President, NGC & Pacific Region 5,000 
1907 Recording Secretary 100 
1908 Treasurer 400 
1909 Communications Director 100 
  Total Officers Expenses 16,150 
      
  Election Year Expenses   
1920 Incoming President's Honorarium 200 
1921 Outgoing President's Pin 500 
1922 President Elect Expenses 500 
1923 President Elect, NGC & Pacific Region 3,500 
  Total Election Year Expenses 4,700 
      
  Other Expenses   
2101 Golden Gardens eNews 50 
2201 Educational Pamphlets 500 
2601 Gift for NGC/PR  100 
2701 Member Award of Distinction 0 
2901 Program Speakers for Convention/Board Meetings 1,500 
3001 Promotional Materials 1,000 

3101 
Scholarships- 2 @ $2000 and 1 @ $1500 ( 
Pres.Proj.) 5,500 

  Total Other Expenses 8,650 
      
  Misc. Expenses   
4001 NGC/Pac Region related expenses incl visits 750 
4002 Bank charges  0 
4002A PayPal Merchant Fees 50 
4003 Memorial Donations  250 
4004 San Francisco Flower & Garden Show 0 
4005 CA State Flower & Garden Show 0 
4006 #54 Yearbook Award 350 
4007 3 Year Calendar printing  0 
4011 Penny Pines donation 0 
4012 Interest transfer to Scholarship 0 
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4014 Miscellanous Board Authorized (A thru  M) 0 
4014N Blue Star Memorial Renovation 0 
4014O Tree for Arbor Day 0 
4015 NGC Award sponsored CB-1 (formerly #20)  100 
4016 CGCI Hosted Meetings 0 
4017 CGCI Hosted NGC/PR Conventions 0 
4101 Pacific Region Director from CGCI 2,000 
  Total Misc. Expenses 3,500 
      
  Total Expenses 86,460 
      
  Revenue Less Expenses -16,810 
      

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Attachment D 
Committee and Chairmen Reports 

 
2020 Winter Board Meeting Chairman, Alexis Slafer 
Costa Verde District was pleased and honored to host the CGCI 2020 Winter Board Meeting aboard 
the Queen Mary in Long Beach from February 3-5, 2020.   
Board Meeting Registration total: 148 

                  81 voting Board members   
  6 spouses 
  5 guests 
  9 club & affiliate presidents  
                 47 host district volunteers 

AV expenses were higher than expected: $3,098. 
The total Revenue was   $22,960  
Expenses were $18,991  
Resulting in a Gain of $3,969 
Since our guarantee for sleeping nights, meals & beverages was met here were no room charges for 
meals or meetings & workshops.  
 
Blue Star & Gold Star Families Memorial Markers, George Unrine & Shirley Lipa 
Since the 2020 Winter Board Meeting, Blue Star Byway Markers have been ordered by Placerville 
GC, River Valley GC (dedicated 11/11/20), San Pedro GC, and So. Valley Fleurs GC (dedicated 
11/11/20). Blue Star Memorial Markers have been ordered by Golden Foothills / Auburn GCs 
(dedicated 6/27/20) and So. California GC. And a Gold Star Byway Marker has been ordered by 
Tuolumne County GC (dedication planned 2/12/21). 
 
Board of Trustees, Julie A. West 
The Board of Trustees met January 18 via Zoom with all members present and George Perko as 
Guest. George reviewed CPA’s Reviewed Financial Statement for 2019-2020 fiscal year as well as 
current financial reports from July 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020. George as CGCI’s Financial 
Advisor recommended particular Vanguard funds for money waiting to be transferred in L/C 31806 
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and L/C 31811. CGCI received notification from Newsome Law in Columbia, SC that CGCI life 
member Alberta Thiry passed away June 13, 2020 and bequeathed 2.5% of her estate to CGCI. 

 
Budget & Finance, Rita Desilets 
Members of the Budget & Finance Committee: Treasurer George Perko, President-Elect Lynne 
Batchelor, 3rd Vice-President Adele Kelly, Board of Trustees Chairman Julie West, GTEP Chairman 
Sue Bennett and special guest President Shane Looper met January 18, 2021. 
 
The agenda began with a review of the financial records through December 31, 2020. Information 
on the two US Bank CDs was presented. 
 
The Committee approved the following budget items: 
 New line code 802, CGCI Virtual Meetings, $350 
 $300 added to line code 1607, State Pins & Misc. Sales to help cover the cost of 300 Life      
      Membership pins 
The following budget overages were approved for payment: 
 Line code 705 - $62.00 for the new P.O Box 
 Line code 1608 - $459.71 for Yearbook Distribution & Mailing 
The final agenda item was a discussion of possible changes to the 2021-2022 budget. 
 
California Consultants Council, Sue Bennett 
The Chair is happy to report that we met via Zoom on Thursday January 21 starting at 2:00 p.m.  A 
total of 19 members present.  Discussion around minutes from the 2020 meeting, current treasurer 
report and membership count as well as awards /nominations, future speakers, badges.  
Nominating Committee was approved. Shane Looper, Pat Clayes and Launa Gould 
 
Endowment Committee, Julie A. West 
The Board of Trustees also met as the Endowment Committee with all BOT members present. 
#Giving Tuesday held December 1, 2020 raised $1,140 for the two endowments and was discussed 
in detail. BOT recommendation to EC: That CGCI continue participation in the #Giving Tuesday 
fundraising program using #Giving Tuesday’s guidelines and timeline. To be administered by the 
Board of Trustees with the proceeds going to the Endowment Funds. 
 
Endowment Funds Promotion, Carol Jauregui 
As a way to add to the two Endowment Funds, a “GivingTuesday” fundraiser was conducted on the 
weekend through Tuesday after Thanksgiving. 
GivingTuesday is national program that encourages non-profit organizations to align themselves 
with a parent organization, who then handles the website and produces the moniker and other 
publicity necessary to get the word out. CGCI used the concept to conduct a donation campaign 
culminating on the Tuesday after Thanksgiving. Web forms and PayPal were set up to allow 
members to safely and easily donate online. The combined total earned for the two funds was 
$1,140.00. 
 
Flower Show Schedules, Lynn MacFarland 
There was one submission for Flower Show Schedule for a show that had to be cancelled due to 
COVID-19. 
 
Flower Show Schools Committee, Gudrun Kimmel 
At the present time there are three student judges that have to finish Course IV whenever they can 
attend a school again.  One student finished her schedule and it is being corrected by the National 
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Correction Chairman for our region.  There is a distinct possibility that we can have a Flower Show 
School starting in March 2022. We should definitely know by our convention this year.  I attended 
the Zoom meeting for Winter Board and it was very inspiring to see our President Shane conduct 
the meeting.  Hope to see you at our virtual or hopefully at a face to face meeting at our convention. 
Since these are such uncertain times, I suggest writing schedules with a made up date & place 
online and sending them to a judge in your garden club or to me for evaluation. This is not for an 
award – this is so corrections are made before it is actually printed when a show can be held again. 
 
Garden Therapy, Terry Sampson 
We received one award application for Garden Therapy for the state this year that will go onto 
National.   There are so many great ideas out there for garden therapy but as the world slowed 
down….no, actually it was a screeching halt not much was done in this committee.   Next year will be 
better I am sure. 
 
Gardening Schools, Greg Pokorski 
Since our last meeting, Series 26 was begun and completed by Valley Lode District, with the last two 
courses being conducted by Zoom at the onset of the pandemic, thus launching NGC Zoom courses 
nationwide.  Students may take any Zoom GS Course for credit toward becoming a Consultant and 
Gardening Consultants in good standing may refresh at any Zoom course, but advise this Chairman 
if you are going to attend any course.  Emeritus Consultant Pat Zarnowski died this month.  Current 
Consultant count is:  17 Provisionals, 52 Consultants, 15 Masters, 8 Emeritus (92 total).  This 
Chairman reported at the virtual CCC meeting last week. 
   
Golden Gardens eNews, Launa Gould 
The eNews is published monthly except for an occasional combining of two months as we did for 
August/September 2020 issues.  Information and articles are submitted by the board, chairmen and 
members of California Garden Clubs. Chairmen are encouraged to submit an article to promote 
their chairmanship. Articles are due by the 20th of the month.  The eNews is proofread by four 
members of CGCI, approved by the President, then submitted to the Webmaster for posting on the 
website and emailed to subscribers during the first week of the month. 
 
Group Tax Exemption Program (GTEP), Sue Bennett 
This chair would like to start out by thanking George Perko for all his help and his quick turn-around with 
answers.  This Chair is happy to report the following. 
1) Madam President, I move to ratify the following two new districts to join the Group Tax 

Exemption Program: 
- Montana De Oro District 
- Palms to Pines District 

2)  Madame President, the following three clubs were approved to join the Group Tax Exemption 
Program at previous EC meetings, and now need to be ratified by the Board of Directors to be 
included in the Group Tax Exemption Program. Therefore, I move to ratify: 

- Auburn Golden Gardeners, Inc., Golden Foothills District 
- Green Valle Garden Club Est 1965, Palomar District 
- Knights Ferry Garden Club, Valley Lode District 

3)  Madam President, the removal of the following club from the Group Tax Exemption Program at 
a previous EC meeting now needs to be ratified by the Board of Directors to be excluded from 
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GTEP, I move to ratify the removal of Gates Cactus & Succulent Society (Palms to Pines 
District) from the Group Tax Exemption Program. Thank you. 

As of January 28, there are 116 clubs/districts that are a part of the GTEP Program (including the ones 
mentioned above).  As of yesterday’s mail there are 41 clubs/districts that have until February 1 to get 
their renewal paperwork in.  Those that have been processed have received a confirmation email with no 
issues (or if there where issues) and to thank them for being a part of GTEP. 
 
Home Grown, Myrtle Findley 
Received awards in both categories.  Excellent reports, almost tied. Will add new Award for 2021 
called “Raised Garden Beds.” All awards should show the full irrigation from source to plant. 
 
Landscape Design Schools, Alexis Slafer 
There are no Landscape Design Schools on the current CGCI calendar.  However, there are plans for 
one to be held in the classroom, beginning in 2022. There are currently 47 landscape design 
consultants. Sixteen consultants refreshed at the 2020 Winter Board Meeting Tri-refresher on the 
Queen Mary.  We are well into the new Landscape Design curriculum…with a greater emphasis on 
residential design. Several virtual opportunities have been available to attend schools or to refresh 
credentials. Check the NGC website for upcoming events. Encourage your club or district to sponsor 
a Landscape Design School.  
 
Life Memberships, Carlotta Wixon-Welker 
With most clubs not meeting this past year, this has been an exceptionally slow time for Life 
Memberships. Sad to say, since last reporting, I only have six (6) new members to be ratified.  I hope 
soon I will be busy again processing many new members. 
 
New Cultivars, Judy Powers 
This year, 2021, hopefully will be better than the last. There has been a lot of time at home to read 
up on new plants and ways to refresh our gardens. Now’s the time to order seeds and plants from 
the various catalogs and online. Check Proven Winners, Monrovia or your favorite grower for ideas 
and pictures.  From Proven Winners there is a new hibiscus called from the Summerific series called 
French Vanilla with soft yellow buds opening to a light custard yellow ruffled flowers with a deep 
red eye. The color lasts longer, the plant has red stems and nice foliage and lots of flowers. Likes full 
to partial sun at 3 ½ feet to 4 feet in height. 
 
Pollinators, Terry Sampson 
Hesperia Garden Club has a Facebook page and I post so much information on that page for anyone 
to enjoy and I encourage everyone to plant for pollinations.  I was scheduled for a presentation on 
pollination at a local garden club as well as a booth at a wellness fair but both were cancelled for 
this year.  Articles are being submitted to our newsletter, as well. 
 
President’s Project, Julie A. West 
We are in the last few months of raising funds to restore San Bruno Mountain Botanical Garden.  To 
date, $15,855 has been generously donated by individuals, clubs and districts including President’s 
Jewelry Box FUNdraisers. $6,000 was sent to San Bruno Mountain Watch November 6, 2020 for one-
half of $12,000 expense for Mission Blue Nursery’s propagation of 1000 plants representing 100 
species. $4,145 is still needed for educational signage and to reach the goal of $20,000. 
 
Procedures Committee, Marlene Kinney 
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Have received several procedure descriptions from Committee Chairmen.  Waiting for more to 
come. Have developed a Month to Month Timeline form for use by each Committee Chairman.  Form 
is waiting for approval or edits by President.  Once approved, it will be forwarded to Webmaster to 
add to the current website change form. This should take place within the next month or two. 
 
Project Mission Blue, Julie A. West 
Charitable contributions of $6,243 have been received since July 1, 2016 from individuals, clubs and 
districts that financially support propagating and planting twelve native nectar plants in 
partnership with Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy. The five-year project of Phase II 
concludes in June 2021. 
 
Registrar, Greg Pokorski 
73 board members (of 95) 
  8 other 
81 total 
The Call was distributed 1/5/21 through the mail chimp distribution.  Registration deadline was 
January 15.  Only 51 registered by that date.  Webmaster Jane McKee advised that 20 board 
members had not opened the Call at that time.  22 responded after a reminder was sent on January 
16. 
Board members are reminded to watch for, read and respond, if called for, to CGCI messages 
pertaining to your board membership. 
 
Some responses to the Call revealed some confusion about what the board is.  Per Article VII, 
Section 1, the board of directors is composed of officers, district directors, members of the 
nominating committee, members of the board of trustees, members of the advisory council, 
members of the bylaws committee, members of the Circle of Poppies and all committee chairmen. 
Presidents of clubs and other club representatives are not board members and therefore do not 
receive the Call to board meetings.  They may attend board meetings, without vote, with the 
permission of the president.  Club presidents and delegates are invited to conventions and 
encouraged to attend those meetings. 
 
Post-meeting addendum: 
2 of the 8 others above were official representatives of District Directors and 2 board members 
registered after the meeting began, changing those figures to: 
77 board members 
  6 other 
  1 NGC president 
84 total 
 
66 board members actually attended parts of the business sessions.  (Not all of those who 
registered attended.  Some who registered were unable to attend due to internet problems.) 
 
Scholarship Committee, Julie A. West 
The Board of Trustees met January 22 via Zoom with all members present and Martha Smyser, 
Scholarship Chairman. Seven CGCI Scholarship applications were received with the following three 
scholarships awarded: 

 
 Recipient of the Robert L. Gordon Scholarship -- $2,000 
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Grace Caroline Mackey – Cal Poly State University, San Luis Obispo, Environmental 
Management and Protection, Junior (goal: environmental consultant or environmental 
attorney) 
 

 Recipient of the Krystal Migliore Scholarship -- $2,000 
Ellie Foster– Sonoma State University, Geography and Environment, Senior (goal: graduate 
school; protection of endangered species & habitats) 
 

 Recipient of the President’s Project Scholarship -- $1,500  
Clair Beale– Cal State University, Chico, Interdisciplinary Studies, MS Regenerative Agriculture 
(goal: soils engineer or community education specialist) 

 
Sempervirens Fund, Rosa Radicchi & Judy Unrine 
What a year!  The Pandemic, coupled with the worst wildfires in recorded history in this region, has 
destroyed lives, homes, communities & California’s First State Park: “Big Basin Redwoods State 
Park”.  Sempervirens Fund, along with Save the Redwoods League, have set up the “Big Basin 
Recovery Fund" & they are asking for help!  Through all this, in June we managed to donate $2,500 
to Sempervirens, “Return to Nature Matching Funds Challenge” & our funds were matched!  Thank 
You!  We're forever grateful for your continued support and generosity.  Please take care, stay well 
& stay in touch!   More info coming soon! 
  
 
 
Stamps, Terry Sampson 
Boys Town has informed me that they are only collecting very rare and unique stamps so searching 
the internet I found a great place to send them to.   It is the Postal Museum in Tucson, Arizona.   I 
have been in touch with the moderator and she told me the museum uses the stamps working with 
teachers all over the US.   The request is put in by the teachers on a certain subject.  (for example, 
Presidents).   The museum then sends that teacher stamps that have presidents on them.   What a 
great way to learn.   In addition to that service they donate to clubs and organizations.   Save your 
stamps. 
 
Webmaster, Jane McKee 
Mail distribution: 
CGCI uses two bulk mail services: 

• Vertical Response: distribution of all newsletters (Golden Gardens eNews, Council 
Thymes, WACONIAH and selected NGC publications).  Annually new CGCI board 
members and newly elected club presidents are automatically added. Individuals 
may subscribe using the form on the CGCI website.  If you do not wish to receive 
the newsletters you may simply “unsubscribe.”   

• Mail Chimp: all "official" correspondence (Call to meetings, minutes, special 
announcements and reminders).  Depending on the type of communication the 
mailing list is divided into CGCI Board members or presidents and/or treasurers of 
member organizations.  If you “unsubscribe” from this listing you will no longer 
receive official CGCI communications. 

• If you believe that you are NOT receiving mail from CGCI and did not “unsubscribe” 
check your SPAM or TRASH folders.  Every email provider allows users to “white 
list” email addresses to prevent them from being blocked.  Check your settings to 
see how your email account works.  Example: You may add an address to your 
address book, or create a filter indicating that a specific email address is not to be 



2021 Winter Board Meeting Minutes – Virtual Meeting 
 

28 

deleted, blocked or sent to spam.  All CGCI mail originates from this email address:  
cgci@cagardenclubs.org.  

 
Attachment E 

District Director Reports 
 

Arboretum District, Emily Wisneski 
Most of the Arboretum District's clubs have been dark/not meeting.  However, the Year Round 
Garden Club of Whittier has been having ZOOM garden club and book club meetings.  GinaRose 
Kimball, President, sold avocados from her orchard.  The proceeds went to the club's 
philanthropies.   A plant sale was also held in a member’s driveway.  
The California Organic Club grew winter veggies from seeds.  The members were able to take some 
home and start their veggie gardens.  The excess veggies were then sold at a farmer's market. 
 
Bay Ocean District, Nancy McDougal 
Bay Ocean clubs have had to carry on with minimal activity levels since the California lock-down 
mandates began. Many have not met at all.  One met outdoors with masks and distancing until 
recently and at least one has met regularly on Zoom.  Clubs which have newsletters have continued 
them.  The two groups which have clubhouses have been able to generate some funds for upkeep by 
continuing their plant sales on a limited basis. 
 
Buttes District, Carol Jauregui 
The Butte District has nine clubs. Inability to use meeting rooms has been a roadblock for our clubs. 
Several went “dark”. Three are using Zoom. One club met in person at member’s large home atrium. 
Two clubs held fall plant sales. Outdoor civic beautification continues to be the work the clubs are 
able to accomplish. Facebook and newsletters have kept members updated. Our single floral design 
group meets on Zoom and uses Facebook to upload the member’s designs for the critique process. 
Restrictions force the clubs to use new ways to stay in touch and preserve their clubs.  
 
Channel Islands District, Linda Malone 
Sep 29, the District met and Club Yearbooks were shared.  Awards were presented to Sherry 
Molinari, Bev Brune, and 4 Blue Ribbon Clubs. 
Zoom meetings were used to meet educational goals.  Successful food drives and Toys for Tots 
drives were held. 
The District Luncheon will be held in May.  A tour of the Conejo Valley Botanic Garden follows. 
The District has a Blue Star Byway Marker restoration planned. The District is sponsoring a Blue 
Star Marker that is being moved, in Summerland, CA.  A rededication ceremony will be planned for 
both locations. 

 
Desert Empire District, Renee Rivera 
Hello from the High Desert !  
We are still holding strong with two clubs, Desert Rose Garden Club of California City and Oasis 
Garden Club of Indain Wells Valley. Desert Rose Garden Club has a membership of 28 and Oasis 
Garden Club has a membership of 22. 
 
Things have certainly changed in 2020 and haven’t improved much in 2021 (yet). Desert Rose 
Garden Club stopped meetings and all fund raising activities in March 2020. Missing out on our 
Spring Plant Sale, the Mother’s Day Tea, Garden Tour, and Tortoise Day Festival. Mostly we missed 
each other. President, Renee Rivera, stepped down and Ann Richardson was installed as new 
President. Planning meeting in February 2020 it was decided once a month meetings at a voluteer 
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member’s home would be held. The first meeting was all about the Iris, with an exchange, a visit, 
and a short business meeting. In October we met for a short business meeting and flower 
arrangements in small pumpkins. In November we did a Ways and Means sale, again outside at a 
members home, and raised enough money to support one of the scholarships the club offers. The 
good thing having meetings at members home we get a garden tour every month. Currently because 
of the rise in Covid numbers the meetings have been suspended until March when this will be re-
evaluated. To keep the members engaged the Presidents have sent out “Garden Share” emails. At 
first it was every day with single flower which went on through the summer, then a weekly garden 
share was introduced with two pages of flowers, information, or progress on a club project and a 
once a month newsletter. 
 
Oasis Garden Club has experienced the same issues cancelling all fundraising, Flower Show at 
Ridgecrest Fairgrounds, Garden Tour, and fieldtrips. I attended the planning meeting held in a 
beautiful park in Ridgecrest in August. There were a lot of members in attendance. Merilee Ray is 
the new President after Donna Thomas stepped down. New Desert Rose Garden Club President, 
Ann Richardson and I attended as well to share the plans Desert Rose GC had made. Oasis decided 
to meet outside, with programs once a month as well. In September the club met at the park and 
discussed programs Maturango Museum is offering about wildfires, owls, and coyotes. October the 
program was about seed starts, in anticipation of a Spring Plant Sale. November was a garden tour 
of Wanda Hewett’s beautiful garden with sign ups for plants she is spliting this spring. Oasis has 
discussed going to Tractor Supply and asking to do a plant fundraising in front of the store. The club 
members are discussing updating a previous booklet that would be Gardening by the Month in the 
High Desert in conjuction with the Maturango Museum. I’m looking forward to that. 
 
So, the Desert Empire District Garden Clubs are being as cautiously active as we can be. Hoping for a 
better spring with a possible Disrict Meeting depending on the instruction by the State of California. 
The best things we are doing are the possible book on gardening in the high desert and the weekly 
garden shares. Hoping for a better, more active year.  
 
In your email you mentioned that there were low Blue Ribbon Club submissions. The scoring for the 
Blue Ribbon Club is done by questionaire mostly to do with most of the activities we’ve had to 
cancel. Shouldn’t Blue Ribbon go to any club just holding it together right now?  
 
Golden Foothills District, Nina Blonski 
Some clubs in the Golden Foothills District were able to meet outdoors with masks and social 
distancing. Sometimes the heat or smoke made some fall meetings have to cancel. Some clubs were 
able to have Zoom meetings.  Other clubs have not met since the lock down last March. Creative 
plant sales and fundraisers were held. Everyone is hanging on looking forward to when in person 
meetings once again will take place. Right now cold and rain make outdoors meeting difficult to do.  
 In spite of the past year we have added a new club to our district, Auburn Golden Gardeners, Inc. 
They will be working on county property helping seniors to garden, a community garden for 
seniors.  They are an offshoot of Auburn Garden Club (1934) that entered into this with Placer 
County.  
Also Roseville Better Gardens Club (1933) with The Green Oaks Fundamental Elementary School, 
home to the Discovery Club participated in a new Schoolyard Habitat Project located in 
Orangevale, California. It sounds exciting and includes a webcam in a birdhouse for students and all 
to observe. Lots of creative learning and hands on projects.  
Our district installed a Blue Star Memorial Marker in the Forgotten Soldiers’ Healing Garden in 
Auburn, in person dedication has yet to be done. We hope this June 2021.  Placerville Garden Club 
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has purchased a Blue Star Byway marker to be placed at the Veterans’ Building site where they 
usually meet. They have yet to have a dedication, unable to meet in person.  
Organic Gardening Club of Sacramento County has been busy completing the requirements of 
their Plant America Grant. The Butterfly Garden located within the Earl J. Koobs Nature Center, 
adjacent the La Sierra Community Center in Carmichael, was renovated and upgraded. They also 
provided all their members a nice yearbook as a holiday gift.  
 
Humboldt District, Jeanne Johnson 
The Humboldt County Garden Clubs have gone in all directions during this pandemic. Such as: 
Having all meetings via Zoom. 
Having most meetings outside, including garage workshops. 
All meetings have been some kind of workshop. 
Having one meeting in the park with all board meetings via Zoom. 
One meeting with individuals touring an area in their cars then meeting for an outdoor seminar at a 
state park. 
Not having any meetings and/or board meetings at all. 
Participating in community projects 
Keeping up with members via email, cards, calls, etc. 
There has been some problems selecting a new slate of officers and getting them elected without 
having any meetings. 
Membership is down but we still have all our clubs. 
 
Montana de Oro District, Carolyn Fergoda 
The Montana de Oro District has negotiated the Covid 19 Shut Down with adaptations. 
While some clubs found learning to Zoom too challenging, several clubs mastered Zoom, held 
fundraising events, and supported local nonprofits:  
1) Continued Club and Board meetings by zoom. 
2) Partnering with the SLO Botanical Gardens to assist in cleaning their garden beds. 
3) Planning for the Annual Succulent Show in 2021. 
4) Hosting seminars on Zoom.  
5) “Virtual” Plant/Tomato plant sales in March – April. 2020 with plans to repeat in Spring 2021. 
6) Creating fire-safe garden and caring for city/library planters and gardens. 
7) Donations of trees and money to local nonprofits. 
8) Planning for Scholarships. 

 
Palms to Pines District, Ron Lang 
We as a district have come back from the dead and have elected a District Director Ron Lang and a 
District Treasurer Pat Clayes. 
We have reorganized and have notified the member clubs of the obligations to CGCI.  Our main 
effort has been to get our nonprofit status coordinated through the State and the CGCI entities   I 
think that has been finally resolved. 
We will meet again when the virus is under control.  One of our programs will be training and 
practicing filling out all the required forms for the year.   
There was one flower show put on by three club members the first Sat. in March of 2020. 
 
Palomar District, Sharon Tooley 
Palomar District Clubs have been staying active in 2020 despite the Virus and lockdowns. 
Our clubs have been zooming meetings and speakers, occasionally gathering in small groups, 
participating in farmer's markets, having drive-by events and sending out extra newsletters to keep 
members involved as well as many charity drives. 



2021 Winter Board Meeting Minutes – Virtual Meeting 
 

31 

Vista GC met safely and created over 100 succulent bowls that were donated to the Pacifica Senior 
Living facility. 
Village GC of La Jolla still maintained their Moores Cancer Center Healing Garden and continued 
with their Jacaranda & Habitat Tree planting program.  They donated over 100 succulent planted 
pumpkins, Poinsettia and handmade holiday cards to their local VA Hospital. 
San Diego Garden Guild reached out to their membership by dropping off monthly packages to each 
member's home with a challenge enclosed.  One month were bulbs to force and another was spice 
mixes to make using garden herbs.  Members were asked to send photos of their completed 
challenge and a line or two about their experience for the club newsletter. 
Dos Valles GC added a new scholarship in memory of recently passed member David Rylaarsdam 
and collected $1,475 to kick off their fund.  Instead of giving the usual toys and food that would have 
been collected at their Christmas party, they collected $1,000 for St. Vincent de Paul. 
Bernardo Gardeners GC hosted an "Operation Santa Claus" for military families at Camp Pendleton.  
The club provided 12 families with $100 gift cards as well as clothing and toys gift wrapped for 
under the tree. 
Mission Hills GC has been hosting virtual monthly meetings that are open to the public and listed on 
their website for free.  They are also planning to host their "outside" garden tour on May 8th. 
La Jolla GC held a plant exchange/bulb swap and directory pickup for members at the La Jolla 
Woman's Club.  They also held a drive-by drop-off event so members could bring their donations 
for the Salvation Army and the Monarch School for homeless children.   
Poway Valley GC participated in two farmer's market, held a drive-by plant pickup and Covid 
decorated mask contest and continued to have small Artisan events.  They also maintained their 
rose garden at Lake Poway as well as the gardens in Old Poway Park. 
 
San Fernando Valley District, Harriet Vallens 
The San Fernando Valley District Garden Clubs are for the most part functioning well. Of our ten 
Garden Clubs, five Clubs are meeting by Zoom with monthly board meetings, regular meetings with 
speaker programs, fundraisers, donations, community programs, newsletters, and keeping their 
membership engaged.  
One of our Garden Clubs has been having socially distanced outdoor meetings, and several field 
trips to appropriate Garden Spots with travel in their own cars, and touring safely around the 
grounds.  
Two of our Clubs have not been meeting, but are communicating with members.  One is keeping in 
touch by phone, the other via "Next Door", the community networking newsletter on line. 
The Sherman Oaks Garden Club had serious problems prior to the pandemic. At least three of their 
leading members died. Several more had serious illnesses. Even without leadership, 16 members 
sent in dues for 2020-2021. This was a hopeful sign. It was decided to take the year off, and make 
serious decisions about the future of their club after June. 
The Woodland Hills Floral Designers had only 10 of 15 members pay dues for this year. There have 
been no meetings or contact from our President.  
A few special projects were developed this year:  The Sunshine Garden Club produced their first 
Year Book.  The Toluca Lake Garden Club began a monthly Newsletter. The Southern California 
Garden Club took on a new Youth Activity, conducting floral design demonstrations with a class at 
Sylmar High School.  SCGC also sponsored students from Porter Ranch Community School who 
made posters for the Woodsy Owl contest this year. The Art lessons were via Zoom. 
We have scheduled a District meeting via Zoom on February 15, 2021 at 1:00 in the afternoon.  I 
have communicated with representatives of each Club, and expect all to attend.  I also had requests 
to attend by members of several clubs who are not on the District board.  Our business includes 
presenting and voting on the new slate of officers, and voting on bylaw changes. All voting material 
has been sent to voting members. 
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Sequoia Foothills District, Jana Dudley 
 I have thought long and hard about how I can report on my District during this time and I guess 
honesty is the best policy. Our District is made up of garden clubs from several different counties, 
most of which have been hit extremely hard by the pandemic. We are also made up of primarily 
experienced seniors who do not all have access to a computer and others just not wanting to 
experience a Zoom meeting. At the beginning of the pandemic, I emailed a questionnaire about 
wanting to participate in a Zoom meeting or trying to gather in a socially distanced way with few 
participants. I received ONE response from a President who said she would be willing to try Zoom! I 
really love the people in our District, and I think that they are taking care of established gardens, 
other projects, and themselves and I do think that this is fair. 
I have been emailing my Presidents trying to keep them up to date with any news from CGCI and 
making phone calls just to keep in touch with the membership. It is very hard to hide from a terrible 
virus in order to keep safe so that that we can get together in the very near future without any 
concerns. 
 
Valley Lode District, Berni Hendrix 
• Adding new club 
• Annual HOT TOPICS SEMINAR  
• ZOOM platform for all 19 clubs to use  
• 15 of 19 Blue Ribbon Achievement garden clubs  
• clubs maintaining civic projects; 1 new project – Community Garden.  
• Clubs who embraced the virtual platform show an increase in membership;  
• Virtual Fundraisers of Silent Auctions (PowerPoint) are successful.  
• Other:  

Outdoor Garden Tours 
Fresh forest cut holiday swag & wreath sale 
Christmas Holiday Home Décor Tour 
Plant Sale: Drive-by  Drive Up 

• Upcoming: Culinary  Craft Extravaganza 
• Future LANDSCAPE DESIGN SCHOOL Jan, Feb, Mar 2022; support Valley Judges Council hosting 

FLOWER JUDGES SCHOOL. 
 
Yosemite Gateway District, Mary Brooks 
All three clubs of the Yosemite Gateway District are still active and continue to participate in 
community activities and fellowship with members. 
The District Director was present at all three meetings that included the District Director and 
Business meeting #1 and #2. 
LeGrand Garden Club has a monthly newsletter and both the Merced Garden Club and Atwater 
Garden Club communicate by phone and email. 
Plans are still being scheduled for our fundraising activities that support our scholarships to the 
local high schools. 
 

Attachment F 
2020 Bylaws Amendments 

 
1) ARTICLE I: NAME AND AFFILATIONS, SECTION 2 (Page 86): 
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Now Reads:  Sec. 2. This corporation shall be a member of National Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC) and 
Pacific Region and may take membership only in national and international organizations. 
 
To Read:  Sec. 2. This corporation shall be a member of National Garden Clubs, Inc. (NGC) and 
Pacific Region Garden Clubs, Inc. (PRGC) and may take membership only in national and 
international organizations. 
 
Rationale: Pacific Region has incorporated and changed its name to Pacific Region Garden Clubs, 
Inc. 
 
2) ARTICLE VI – NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS, SECTION 1 (B) 3 (Page 88): 
Now Reads:  3. The treasurer, communications director, recording, corresponding and financial 
secretaries, shall be eligible for four two-year terms. No officer shall serve longer than eight years in 
any one position except that eligibility restrictions shall not apply to the appointed office of 
parliamentarian. 
 
To Read:  3. Those serving as president and vice presidents shall not serve more than one two-year 
term in each position. No term limits apply to the other officer positions. 
 
Rationale: Clarify term limits for president and vice presidents and remove term restriction for 
other offices. It is increasingly difficult to find candidates for positions. This would allow someone 
who knows the position and who is willing to serve to continue serving as needed. There are still 
checks and balances in that the elected officers still must be nominated and elected for each new 
term, and the parliamentarian must be appointed by the president. Therefore, nobody just remains 
in office. 
 
3) ARTICLE IX: DISTRICTS & DISTRICT DIRECTORS, SECTION 5 (Page 91): 
Now Reads:  Sec. 5. Offers from districts to host state board meetings may be presented at any 
regular board of directors meeting. The offer shall state the voted approval of the member clubs. 
 
To Read:  Sec. 5. Offers from districts or clubs to host state board meetings may be presented at any 
regular board of directors meeting. The offer shall state the voted approval of the member clubs or 
club membership. 
 
Rationale: It is increasingly difficult to find districts willing to hold state meetings. Some clubs may 
be capable of performing this function, increasing the pool of potential meeting hosts. 
 
4) ARTICLE XI – ANNUAL MEETINGS, SECTION 2 (Page 92): 
Now Reads:  Sec. 2. Offers from districts to host conventions may be presented at any regular board 
of directors meeting. The offer shall state the voted approval of the member clubs. 
 
To read:  Sec. 2. Offers from districts or clubs to host conventions may be presented at any regular 
board of directors meeting. The offer shall state the voted approval of the member clubs or the club 
membership. 
 
Rationale: A single club has hosted convention on previous occasions, and we should increase the 
pool of potential convention sponsors by providing for this possibility in the bylaws. 
 
5) ARTICLE XIV- BOARD OF TRUSTEES, Section 4 (Page 94): 
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Now Reads:  Sec. 4. Prior to the organizational meeting each year the board of trustees shall elect a 
chairman and secretary who shall serve for one year. The name of this chairman shall be given to 
the president prior to the organizational meeting. 
 
To Read:  Sec. 4. The board of trustees shall elect a chairman and a secretary who shall serve for one 
year. The name of this chairman shall be given to the president. 
 
Rationale: The board no longer has an organizational meeting in the even number year of their 
term there by making the language used outdated. 
 
6) ARTICLE XVII: LIABILITY INSURANCE, SECTION 2 (Page 94): 
Now Reads:  Sec. 2. If the liability insurance is terminated, any premiums paid by the clubs in 
advance shall be returned to those clubs. Disposition of any remaining funds shall be determined by 
the Board of Directors.  
 
To Read:  Sec. 2 If the master liability insurance policy is terminated, any premiums paid by the 
clubs in advance shall be returned to those clubs. Disposition of any remaining funds shall be 
determined by the Board of Directors. 
 
Rationale: For clarification. The wording is nebulous. The question arose when a club withdrew 
from the state and the club and our chairmen wondered if they were due a refund. This provision 
was intended to address the situation in which all insurance coverage is terminated, not a situation 
where insurance for one club is terminated. 
 
7) ARTICLE XVII: LIABILITY INSURANCE, SECTION 3. (Page 95): 
Now Reads:  Sec. 3. A current copy of the liability insurance policy shall be filed annually with the 
recording secretary according to Article V, Sec 4(d). 
 
To Read:  Sec. 3. A current copy of the declarations page from the electronic liability insurance 
policy shall be filed annually with the Important CGCI Documents maintained by the Board of 
Trustees. 
 
Rationale: Updates the language to the current practices of how these documents are obtained and 
kept. 
 
8) Amend all references to Pacific Region in Bylaws and Standing Rules to PRGC.: 8) Per the vote of 
the Board of Directors to recommend the following action to the voting membership at the 2020 
Convention, you are now asked, acting in place of the Convention body, to approve that the 
Parliamentarian be authorized to correct all references to Pacific Region in the Bylaws and Standing 
Rules to PRGC. (See page 6 of 2020 WBM Minutes) 




