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G lden Gardens eNews 
www.californiagardenclubs.com 

As required by Standing Rule #40, the accountant’s annual review 
letter is attached.(see Page 7) 

October 2018, Vol. 10-10From the 2018 Winter Board... 

The following Executive Committee Recommendations were approved: 

1. To donate $2,500 for a tile for the Ruth Bancroft Garden and Nursery Visitor 
Center (board designated donations). 

2. To accept with regret the following resignations 
 Terry Fairfield as Arbor Day Co-Chairman and Rare Plant Treasure Hunt 

Co-Chairman. 
 Joan Craig and Mary Lou Goodwin as Courtesy Resolutions Co-Chairmen. 
 Berni Hendrix as Awards Committee Chairman. 

3. To ratify the following appointments: 
 Lynne Batchelor Awards Committee Chairman. 
 Judy Bates as Awards Committee member. 
 Ward Habriel to the position of Fire Safe Council Education Chairman. 

4. To approve Katherine Raya-Krantz to serve concurrently as Sacramento Riv-
er Valley District Director and Youth Co-Chairman. 

5. To ratify the location and dates for the 2019 Winter Board Meeting hosted 
by Palomar District at the Crowne Plaza in San Diego to be held January 29 – 
February 1, 2019. To approve the 2019 Winter Board Meeting registration 
fee to be $65 and early registration fee to be $40. To ratify the appoint-
ment of Robin Pokorski to the position of 2019 Winter Board Meeting Regis-
trar. 

6. That the 2019 Convention registration fee be $70 and early registration fee 
be $45. 

7. To ratify the following date correction to the Official calendar dates: 
July 15 – 16, 2019 Environmental School, Course 3 
July 17 – 18, 2019 Environmental School, Course 4 
Host-Chula Vista Garden Club 

8. To authorize the Communications Director to continue to research a re-
placement for the Zip Code Finder application and implement the best fit, 
not to exceed $400.00 ($300.00 over current budget)* 

*The company providing the current Zip Code Finder software went out of business 
September 30, 2018. CGCI is actively looking for a replacement. Until a suitable appli-
cation is found the locator application is not available on the website. 

I got into a fight with a snail… 
it was a real slug fest! 

californiagardenclubs.com 
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CGCI Official Calendar 
californiagardenclubs.com/calendar 

 January 29-February 1, 2019: 
CGCI Winter Board Meeting 
Crowne Plaza Hotel, San Diego 
Host: Palomar District 

 June 3-7, 2019: CGCI Convention 
Airtel Plaza Hotel, Van Nuys 
Host: Southern California 
Garden Club 

**************************** 

CGCI Schools Chairmen 
Environmental: Shane Looper 

slooper@sbcglobal.net 
Flower Show: Gudrun Kimmel 

gudron56@att.net 
Gardening: Greg Pokorski, 

gregpokorski@earthlink.net 
Landscape Design: Alexis Slafer 

aslafer@ca.rr.com 

NGC Schools Calendar 
(California) 

All registration forms are on the 
CGCI website Calendar page 

californiagardenclubs.com/calendar 
Go to gardenclub.org 

for schools in other states 

 January 21-22 & 23-24, 2019: 
Environmental School Courses 
1 & 2 Chula Vista 
Host: Chula Vista Garden Club 

 February 1-3, 2019: Flower Show 
Symposium. Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
San Diego (following Winter Board) 

 July 16-17 & 18-19, 2019 
Environmental School Courses 
3 & 4 Chula Vista 
Host: Chula Vista Garden Club 

NGC Leadership Workshops 
 October 23, 2018: Roadrunner Dis-

trict 
 October 27, 2018: New England 

Region 

Golden Gardens eNews October 2018 

2018 Fall Board Design Program: 

New NGC Designs: Cascade, Grouped Mass, Challenge and Featured plant mate-
rial was presented by Mary Arakelian, Master Flower Show Judge and recipient 
of the 2018 Helen Hull "NGC Floral Designer of the Year" award and Lili Aram-
Bost, Life Flower Show Judge. 

Stagecoach Hill Azalea Project 
By Mary Lou Goodwin, Chairman 

Humboldt District sponsored two “Come Work In The Azaleas” events in 2018. 
Volunteers brought garden clippers or battery powered pruning shears to spruce 
up the azaleas and remove invasive plants that were crowding out the native 
azaleas in the 40-acre plot owned by the California State Parks. All of the volun-
teers received a coupon for free admittance to Patrick’s Point State Park to enjoy 
at another time as a thank you for their labor. 

In May 500 cuttings were prepared for growing and seeds were collected in the 
fall. Mill Creek Nursery, part of Redwood National and State Parks, will be using 
their facility to nurture these specimens. 

Docent led tours of the azalea area are now being offered. Three thousand cop-
ies of a newly created brochure have been placed in all of the county visitor cen-
ters. A handicapped assessable trail is scheduled to be built in 2019-2020 and 
we hope to help plan the dedication. 

californiagardenclubs.com 2 

http://californiagardenclubs.com/
http://californiagardenclubs.com/calendar
http://californiagardenclubs.com/calendar
http://gardenclub.org/


 

                                                                                                                                                     

    

   
  

 

  
    
    
   

   
     
    
    
  

     
    
     

    
     
    
  

   
    
      
  
   

    
    
    

   
     
    
     

   
    
    
   

    
     
       

  
    
    
   
      

        
    
     
        
        
         
         
    
      
       

                                                                                                                

 

  

         

       
      

   
 

 

     
         

          
   

  
   

  

        
      

    
    

     
      

  
    
   

        
     

     
         
         

     
    

 
  

 

     
      

     
     
     

 

      
          

   
    

CGCI Programs & Projects 
Go to californiagardenclubs.com 

for details 
***************************** 

 Membership 
Chairman: Martha Smyser 
4949 Mammoth Avenue 
Sherman Oaks 91423-1319 

 Dues: (NEW) 
Admin Ass’t: Rita Desilets 
8316 Sparton Avenue 
Van Nuys 91402-4030 

 Insurance 
Chairman: Shane Looper 
213 Carmelo Lane 
South San Francisco 94080-2204 

 Group Tax Exemption Program 
Chairman: Ilene Herringer 
P.O. Box 1414 
Gridley 95948-1414 

 Penny Pines 
Chairman: Carol Vallens 
Checks to US Forest Service 
Online form 

 President’s Project 2017-19 
Chairman: Carolyn Hoyum 
P.O. Box 380 
Palo Cedro 96073-0380 

 Project Mission Blue 
Chairman: Shane Looper 
213 Carmelo Lane 
South San Francisco 94080-2204 

 Scholarships (Applications) 
Chairman: Martha Smyser 
4949 Mammoth Ave. 
Sherman Oaks 91423-1319 

 Stagecoach Hill Propagation 
Chairman: Mary Lou Goodwin 
1312 Gates St. Eureka 95501-2627 

 Stamps 
Chairman: Claudia Marsh 
19822 Ottawa Rd. 
Apple Valley 92308-6155 

 Donations to the following 
projects are mailed to: 
California Garden Clubs 
P.O. Box 75, Graton 95444-0075 

Anza-Borrego Desert State Park 
Blue Star Memorials 
CGCI Endowments (2 funds) 
CGCI Scholarship Fund (direct) 
Rare Plant Treasure Hunt 
Reforestation/Restoration 
Sempervirens Fund 

Golden Gardens eNews October 2018 

Environmental School 
Mark your calendar! 

Are you interested in protecting and conserving the living earth? 
Consider becoming an Environmental Consultant. The NGC Envi-
ronmental School teaches participants environmental literacy, 
appreciation of the natural world, encourages action for sustain-
able development and appreciation for the interrelation of all 

natural things. Particular emphasis is placed on land and water conservation 
and air quality. 

NGC Environmental School 
Living Coast Discovery Center, 

1000 Gunpowder Point Dr., Chula Vista, CA 91910 
Host: Chula Vista Garden Club 

Chairman: Michael Biedenbender, papa2j2@cox.net 
January 21-22, 2019 - Course 1; January 23-24, 2019 - Course 2 

July 15-16, 2019 - Course 3; July 17-18, 2019 - Course 4 
Information/registration form: http://californiagardenclubs.com/calendar (click on the 
“Official Calendar/NGC Schools” tab. 

Gardening Schools 
By Greg Pokorski, Chairman 

There will be some NGC changes forthcoming. All 
subjects, rather than three of the six subjects in 
each course (current procedure) will be tested, 
there will be fewer than the current 20 questions 
per exam, and exams will be open book. 

A successful Tri-Refresher was held in Encino on 
June 25 and 18 Gardening Consultants refreshed. Sadly, 23 Gardening Consult-
ants may lapse by December 31 unless refreshers are completed or extensions 
requested and granted. 

***************************************************** 

Membership Matters 

October 1 is HERE. If you have not submitted dues 
your organization is ineligible for Liability Insurance, Group 
Tax Exemption Program and Awards. 
Forms are available at: 

http://californiagardenclubs.com/Forms. 

REMEMBER: ALL DUES checks are to be mailed to the Membership Administra-
tive Assistant, Rita Desilets, 8316 Sparton Avenue, Van Nuys, 91402-4030. 
CGCI does not send an invoice for dues. It is your responsibility to submit a 
check at the appropriate time. 

californiagardenclubs.com 3 
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Group Tax Exemption Program (GTEP) 
By Ilene Herringer, Chairman – gtep@cagardenclubs.org 

What is GTEP? GTEP is CGCI’s Group Tax Exemption Program. It is the oppor-
tunity for a member garden club or district to obtain Tax-Exempt Status under 
the CGCI exemption “umbrella.” 

If you don’t have tax-exempt status and would like to learn more about the ben-
efits and requirements for participation in GTEP, the CGCI Group Tax Exemption 
Program Handbook provides the answers. The handbook is available online at: 
http://californiagardenclubs.com/gtep (click on the Handbook tab). 

Annual Renewal is required for GTEP members! 

Once a club (or district) is included in GTEP and wishes to continue they must 
renew on an annual basis. 
 By October 1, 2018 the renewal information will be sent by email to presi-

dents and treasurers of the organizations (clubs and districts) participating in 
GTEP. 

 The renewal notices will be emailed to the email addresses on file for club/ 
district treasurers and presidents/directors. If you have not been notified by 
email by October 5, please send an email to this chairman at 
gtep@cagardenclubs.org 

 Provide your name, email address, title and phone number. 
 Then, to obtain the information you need, visit the CGCI website at 

http://californiagardenclubs.com/gtep and download the renewal forms 
and report samples. 

 To renew your club or district must be in good standing with the Internal Rev-
enue Service (IRS) and California’s Franchise Tax Board (FTB). 

 To check your status with the IRS, go to: https://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/ 
 Search using your federal EIN. 
 From the search results you will be able to view the records of forms 990 

-N due annually. (Note: There are a few GTEP clubs and/or districts that 
file 990 or 990-EZ forms and those records will not appear using the 
search described.) 

 It is recommended that you print a copy of this report for your records. 
 To check your status with the FTB, go to: 

https://webapp.ftb.ca.gov/eletter/?Submit=Check+Status 
 Search using your FTB Enitity number. 
 From the search results you will be able to view your organizations status 

(active or inactive) and your exempt status as exempt, not exempt, re-
voked or restored. 

 It is recommended that you print a copy of this letter for your records. 

Please Note: When tax-exempt status is obtained directly from the IRS, partici-
pation in GTEP is not an option and your organization must continue to renew 
directly with the IRS. 

If you are not sure if your clubs or district is a member of GTEP, please view the 
complete list of all clubs and districts found on the website: 

http://californiagardenclubs.com/gtep (click on the Forms tab). 

Awards, Honors & Recognition 
CGCI offers many ways to say 
“Thank You” or “Good Job” 

NOTE: Check the forms for the 
correct mailing address 

Californiagardenclubs.com/forms 
 Awards Program 

Check the website for updated 
forms and instructions 

 Business Commendations 
Chairman: Launa Gould 
Online request form 

 California Consultants Council 
Landscape Design (various) & 
Outstanding Private Garden 
Chairman: Julie West 
850 Grandview Road 
Sebastopol 95472-2930 

 Honor Book 
Chairman: Deedee Speer 
30861 Saddleback Road 
Valley Center 92082-3848 

 Life Memberships 
Chairman: Carlotta Wixon-Welker 
14216 Karry’s Place 
Grass Valley 95945-7934 

 Long-Term Certificates 
Chairman: Mike Gould 
Online request form 

 Member Award of Distinction 
Chairman: Mike Gould 
1212 Avenida Buena Suerte 
San Clemente 92672-2348 

******************************* 

Promotional Materials 

Did you know that 
CGCI offers promo-
tional and informa-
tional materials and 
many are FREE*! 

 Banners 
 Bookmarks* 
 Rack Cards* 
 Pamphlets* 

(Check the website for 
ordering details) 

Golden Gardens eNews October 2018 

californiagardenclubs.com 4 

http://californiagardenclubs.com/
http://californiagardenclubs.com/Forms
http://californiagardenclubs.com/gtep
mailto:gtep@cagardenclubs.org
http://californiagardenclubs.com/gtep
https://apps.irs.gov/app/eos/
https://webapp.ftb.ca.gov/eletter/?Submit=Check+Status
http://californiagardenclubs.com/gtep
mailto:gtep@cagardenclubs.org


 

                                                                                                                                                     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

         
  

     
     
    
    

   
    

    
  

      

  
   
      
    
   

     
   

      
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

   
  

   
 

  
          
 

   
    

    
    

 

                                                                                                                  

 

 
    

   
 

        
 

           
               

            
            

      

       
    

 
 

       

          
           

             
         

       
               

           
               
      

    
 

        
                  

          
                  

      

   
            

          
          

          
        

          
      

            
  

 

         
 

 

President 2017-2019 
Nancy L. Hargroves 

Headquarters: 
4401 Magnolia Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63110-3492 
Telephone: (314) 776-7574 
Fax: (314) 776-5108 

Email: headquarters@gardenclub.org 
Publication: The National Gardener 
Website: gardenclub.org 
Convention: 

April 30-May 5, 2019, Biloxi, MS 
Ongoing projects: 
 Ames Garden Tools 
 Blue & Gold Star Memorials 
 US Botanic Butterfly Garden 
 School Gardens 
 Spring Planting for Butterflies 
 Water Projects 
(Go to gardenclub.org for details on these 

and other projects) 

Director: 2017-2019 
Peggy Olin 

Publication: WACONIAH 
Website: 

PacificRegionGardenClubs.org 
Convention: 

April 5-10 2019, Van Nuys, California 

Are you receiving WACONIAH, the 
newsletter of the Pacific Region? 

If not, you can subscribe here 
(it’s FREE): 

californiagardenclubs.com/ 
cgcinewsletters 

Golden Gardens eNews October 2018 

NGC Plant America Grant Program: 
There is still time to apply for a grant for the 2018-19 year. The 
deadline for applications is October 15, 2018. Individual garden 
clubs that are members of National Garden Clubs, Inc. may apply 
for funds up to $1,000 for the direct expenses of projects. Clubs 
that received a PLANT AMERICA grant for 2017-2018 are not eli-
gible to apply. Recipients of grants will be notified, and all money 
will be awarded by January 31, 2019. Projects must be completed 
by February 28, 2020, and final report forms are due by April 1, 
2020. 

For details and forms go to the NGC website: 
http://www.gardenclub.org/projects/plant-america-community-project-grants.aspx 

***************************************************** 

***************************************************** 

Soaring to New Heights 
Pacific Region Garden Clubs 2019 Convention 
By Sue Bennett, Chairman 

Save the dates! Friday, April 5 - Wednesday, April 10, 2019 

CGCI is honored to host the 2019 Pacific Region Garden Clubs (PRGC) Convention. Our 
very own Robin Pokorski will be installed as the PRGC Director. PRGC holds an annual 
convention, not only to conduct business but also to allow plenty of time for 
attendees to meet other PRGC members, network, exchange ideas and “soar to new 
heights.” Come join the FUN! 

There’s a special place just for YOU...Join Me! 
By Robin Pokorski, Incoming Pacific Region Director 

Yay for summer! The time when garden club is 
dark, there are no yearbooks to compile, no programs to 
secure, no tours to find, no chairmanships to fill – oh wait, 
yes there are! To me, summer means that I can do my 
garden club work without putting on makeup! That’s the 
big difference between summer and the garden club year 

in my view. So what was I doing this summer? I was setting my board – looking for 
those members that want to push the region to its full potential – members that 
want to bring value to the region for our members at the club level – members that 
want to join the region board to make that connection between clubs, districts, 
states, and the national level. 

Are you interested in serving on the Pacific Region Board but just haven’t been invit-
ed? Well, I’m asking – come join me on the Board – garden club is more fun when 
you’re involved (and yes, I mean, up to your eyeballs in garden club!) 
Let me know of your interest and we’ll find just the right job for YOU! 
Robin Pokorski 818-361-7873 CGCIRobin@gmail.com 

californiagardenclubs.com 5 
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DONATIONS 2018 
Total this month: $1,768.00 

Carol Vallens, Chairman 
Total January 1 to date: 

$26,426.00 

Bay Bridges 
San Leandro GC .......................... $68.00 

Memory: Danelle Hickling 
Bay Ocean 
Belmont GC .............................. $204.00 

Honor: Jeanette Hobbs 
Cascade 
Lake California GC 

Donor: Georgia Dickson ........ $68.00 
Honor: Andy and Carol Dickson 

Diablo Foothills 
Blackhawk Bloomers GC ........... $136.00 

Honor: Kathleen Gibbons, Kathy Byrns 
& Rockettes, Sue Banducci & The Dia 
blo Women's Garden Club 

Livermore Amador Valley GC .... $340.00 
Honor: Fire Fighters and First Re 
sponders in the recent California wild 
fires. 

Clayton Valley GC ....................... $68.00 
Honor: Fran Veal 

Luther Burbank 
Petaluma GC ...............................$68.00 
Montana de Oro 
Floral Design San Luis Obispo ......$68.00 

Honor: Ruth Pimentel 
Roadrunner 
Hesperia GC ................................$68.00 

Memory: Calvin "Cal" Herbold 
Sacramento River Valley 
Elk Grove GC ...............................$68.00 

Honor: Former Garden Club members 
San Fernando Valley 
Sherman Oaks GC .......................$68.00 

Memory: Leveret Raynor 
Sherman Oaks GC .......................$68.00 
West Valley GC ...........................$68.00 

Memory: Guilherme Monterio 
Sequoia Foothills 
Sequoia GC .................................$68.00 

Memory: Beth Lovett 

Valley Lode 
Escalon/Farmington GC 

Donor: Adeline Rosemire ...... $68.00 
Memory: Alvin Azevedo 

Lodi GC ...................................... $68.00 
Honor: Lorene Hoffman, Member 68 
years & 100th birthday 

Patterson GC .............................$136.00 
Memory: Betty Carlson, Roger Coelho 

Palomar District 
Point Loma GC ........................... $68.00 

Memory: France Blanche Conoley 

Penny Pines pamphlet: The pamphlet is available on 
the CGCI website -

go to http://californiagardenclubs.com/pennypines, 
scroll down to the bottom of the page and click on 

the link. You can download and print or have printed 
as many copies as needed. 

******************************************************************************* 

Smiles from the 
Winter Board 
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CarolynA.Mayes, CPA 
Auditing and Consulting Ser-vices 

INDEPENDENT ACCOUNTANT'S REVIEW REPORT 

To the Board of Directors of 
California Garden Clubs, Inc. 
Graton, California 

I have reviewed the accompanying financial statements of California Garden Clubs, Inc. (a nonprofit 
organization), which comprise the statement of financial position as of June 30, 2018, and the 
related statement of activities, statement of revenues, expenses and changes in net assets, and 
statement of cash flows for the year then ended, and the related notes to the financial statements. 
A review includes primarily applying analytical procedures to management's financial data and 
making inquiries of organization management. A review is substantially less in scope than an audit, 
the objective of which is the expression of an opinion regarding the financial statements as a whole. 
Accordingly, I do not express such an opinion. 

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements 
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes 
the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair 
presentation of the financial statements that are free from material misstatement whether due to fraud or 
error. 

Accountant's Responsibility 
My responsibility is to conduct the review engagement in accordance with Statements on Standards for 
Accounting and Review Services promulgated by the Accounting and Review Services Committee ofthe 
America Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Those standards require me to perform procedures to 
obtain limited assurance as a basis for reporting whether I am aware of any material modifications that 
should be made to the financial statements for them to be in accordance with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America. I believe that the results of my procedures provide a 
reasonable basis for my conclusion. 

Accountant's Conclusion 
Based on my review, I am not aware of any material modifications that should be made to the 
accompanying financial statements in order for them to be in accordance with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America. 

Santa Rosa, California 
September 4, 2018 

465 Stony Point Road, #237 Santa Rosa, California 95401 Tel: (707) 573·8892 


