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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
The Blue Star Memorial Program has been in existence through the 
garden club movement for more than 80 years. National Garden Clubs, 
Inc. is committed to placing Blue Star Memorial Markers on our Highways 
and Byways in honor of our nation's Armed Forces. 

 
In addition, NGC is proud to welcome the Gold Star Families. We are 
proud of this patriotic program, which encompasses our entire Country. 

 
 
 

Each time a Blue Star Marker is dedicated, we show our love for this 
beautiful United States of America and our appreciation for the Armed 
Services of America Mary Louise Michie, NGC President 1995 – 1997. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA NATIONAL ANTHEM 

THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER 
Words by Francis Scott Key - 1814 
Music by John Stafford Smith – 1780 

 
 

Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s early light 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming? 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous fight, 
O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming? 

 
And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 
Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave, 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

 
On the shore, dimly seen through the mists of the deep, 
Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes, 
What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep, 
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses? 

 
Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam, 
In full glory reflected now shines in the stream: 
‘Tis the star-spangled banner! Oh long may it wave, 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

 
And where is that band who so vauntingly swore, 
That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion, 
A home and a country should leave us not more! 
Their blood has washed out their foul footsteps’ pollution. 

 
No refuge could save the hireling and slave, 
From the terror of flight, or the gloom of the grave: 
And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave, 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 

 
Oh! Thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand, 
Between their loved home and the war’s desolation! 
Blest with victory and peace, may the heav’n rescued land, 
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation. 

 
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 
And this be our motto: “In God is our Trust.” 
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave, 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 





 

NGC AWARDS FOR BLUE STAR & GOLD STAR FAMILIES MARKERS 

NOTE: THIS AWARD IS FOR LANDSCAPING, NOT THE DEDICATION CEREMONY. 

CE7 BLUE STAR / GOLD STAR FAMILIES MEMORIAL MARKER LANDSCAPING 

Certificates of Merit may be awarded for the most outstanding Blue Star OR Gold Star Families Memorial 
Marker landscaping projects. The Marker and landscaping may be part of a highway department rest 
area maintained by the department. Project may have been continuous, but major landscaping must 
be completed within two years. Project may be a replacement of a destroyed or long neglected 
landscape. 

BLUE STAR / GOLD STAR MEMORIAL MARKER LANDSCAPING 
1. Single member garden club - small club, medium club, large club 
2. Groups of members club councils, districts, groups of clubs, councils, etc. 
3. State Garden Club – small club, medium club, large club 

 
 

CATEGORIES BY SIZE 

1. GARDEN CLUB applications shall be judged according to size determined by number of members on 
whom NGC and state dues are paid, including Active, Associate, Inactive, Honorary, etc. 

Small Club: 1 – 20 members 
Medium Club: 21 – 50 members 
Large Club: 51 - + members 

 
2. Groups of clubs, councils, etc. 

3. STATE GARDEN CLUBS applications shall be judged according to size determined by number of 
members on whom NGC dues are paid, including Affiliates, State Life Members, etc. 

Small State: 1 - 55 clubs 
Medium State:  56 -149 clubs 
Large State: 150 + members 

 
SCALE OF POINTS FOR ALL NGC AWARDS 

See NGC Awards Handbook 

Refer to National Garden Clubs official website. Click Awards and Grants. Open Awards. Scroll down to 
Awards category - Community Enhancements – CE7 Blue Star / Gold Star Families Marker Landscaping 
You may click on Community Enhancements in the first column for a complete description of all CE 
awards, including CE7. In the last column you will find forms for application and the general scoring 
rubric. 

The AWARDS YEAR is January 1 to December 31 annually. Application forms and further information 
may be obtained from the NGC website, the State Awards Chairman, State Blue Star/Gold Star Chairman 
or NGC Blue Star/Gold Star Chairman. 
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FORMS 
 

To complete forms on the following pages, download and save to your device, add your information and then save 
again. 

 
INCLUDED FORMS 

1. Sample Resolution for a For a Highway Marker on a Dedicated Highway 
2. Dedication for Blue Star Memorial 
3. Dedication for Gold Star Families Memorial Marker 
4. Blue Star or Gold Star Family By-Way Marker Order Form 
5. Blue Star Marker Order Form 
6. Gold Star Families Marker Order Form 

 
All order forms are also available on the NGC website. 
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DEDICATION FOR GOLD STAR FAMILIES MEMORIAL MARKERS 

We are here today to honor our Gold Star Families. While their Armed Forces Family Members 
were serving our country, their loved ones made the ultimate sacrifice. As a result, their 
survivors live daily lives with the pain of this sacrifice. 

 
Their Mission is to offer honor, hope and healing through remembering their fallen heroes by 
coming together and sharing their pain and sorrow, to offer each other support and 
understanding, and to continue to live, not just exist, and navigate their lives in today’s world. 
Gold Star Families endeavor to provide an atmosphere of emotional and psychological conduit 
for healing. These families are committed to educating others on how to respond, properly, 
when meeting someone who has lost a loved one in service to our country. 

 
Today, let us remember the Gold Star families whose children will never know their father or 
mother, aunt or uncle; or the husband who will never hold their newborn child; and the 
parents who will never see their sons and daughters again. 
 

WE MUST REMEMBER. 
 

As we remember today, we dedicate this Gold Star Families Memorial Marker to honor all our 
Armed Forces of America families, whose loved one made the ultimate sacrifice defending the 
United States of America. 

 
It is with pride and appreciation that the National Garden Clubs, Inc. joins with Gold Star 
Families,  Garden Club and the State of   
to perpetuate this Program with this Marker that stands as a symbol for 

 
 

ALL GOLD STAR FAMILIES 
HONOR · HOPE · HEALING 
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